
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
November 15, 2026 

The 25th Sunday after Pentecost 

CHORAL EVENSONG 
The Anglican Church of St. John the Divine 
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St. John’s acknowledges these lands of the Lekwungen people. 

Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria 
We are a community of faith in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope and love as part of this community 
in Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, inclusive and serving community which 
is open to all. 
Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that reflect the long history and 
heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and enjoy the words, music and opportunity for prayer and to 
be a part of our community. 
We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion and marriage) are available to 
all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. 

Worship  
Service times: 8:00 am (Holy Communion – said service), 10:00 am (Holy Eucharist with choir and organ), 4:30 pm (BCP 
Choral Evensong) on Sundays as well as mid-week services (please see our website for times). If you can’t attend in person 
we invite you to join us  through the livestream on the Website: www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca    
Daily prayer online is shared daily with a link on our website either live or via recording. 

Contacting Us: The church office is open Monday-Friday, 9:00am-4:00pm. The main email for contact 
is: admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive prayer for yourself or for another, there will be members of our 
Pastoral Care Team who will offer their prayers. Please contact the church office at the above email address.  
You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and when we don’t. Please stay 
and be a part of our family, for however long you would like. 

Assisting with this afternoon’s liturgy 
Officiant: Melanie Ihmels Music: Quartet  
Sermon: The Venerable Alastair Singh-McCollum Streaming Technician: Vanessa Whyte 
Welcomer: Ruth MacIntosh  
Reader: Ava Gregorian  
    

  

A note about language 
In our worship, we use language which is poetic and filled with metaphor and wonder – realising that any language about 
God is limited. We use some ancient words which may seem odd, or may seem to refer to God as male, or in terms which 
elsewhere we might not choose to use. The poetry and the metaphor are there not to restrict or define our understanding of 
God, but to remind us that our words are never enough to talk about the Divine: instead, we use the beauty of the words 
and music in our worship to help us glimpse just a little of the God beyond all words. 

Listed music is subject to substitution in the event of changes of personnel or situation. 

 

 

If you would like to give to support the work and ministries of St. John the Divine you can do 
so in the offering plate which is by the Garden door. There are also envelopes in the book 
stand which can make your gifts tax efficient.  Alternatively, you can scan this QR code which 
will take you to our Canada Helps giving page. You may also conveniently use our tap 
machine (no tax receipt) which is available at the garden door entrance, or the bank 
machine (tax receipt with envelope completion) available at the office. Envelopes for 
regular giving are available from the church office. 
Donations may be emailed to givings@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca If you are a new donor and 
wish a tax receipt, please include your mailing address in the comment section. 
 

http://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/
mailto:admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
mailto:givings@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

Prelude   

The officiant gives a short welcome. 

Please stand as you are able. 

The Responses  Thomas Tallis (1505-1585) / Matthew Larkin (b. 1963)  
 Cantor: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
 Choir: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
 Cantor: O God, make speed to save us. 
 Choir: O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 Cantor: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
 Choir: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
  Praise ye the Lord. (The Lord’s name be praised.) 

 
 Please be seated for the singing of the psalm. 

Psalm   89:19-29 

19 Thou spakest sometime in a vision unto thy saints, and saidst, / ‘I have laid help upon one that is 
mighty; I have exalted one chosen out of the people. 
20 I have found David my servant: / with my holy oil have I anointed him. 
21 My hand shall hold him fast, / and my arm shall strengthen him. 
22 The enemy shall not be able to do him violence: / the son of wickedness shall not hurt him. 
23 I will beat down his foes before his face, / and smite them that hate him. 
24 My faithfulness also and my mercy shall be with him: / and in my Name shall his horn be exalted. 
25 I will set his hand also on the sea, / and his right hand on the rivers. 
26 He shall call me, “Thou art my Father, / my God, and the rock of my salvation.” 
27 And I will make him my first-born, / the highest of the kings of the earth. 
28 My mercy will I keep for him for evermore; / and my covenant shall stand fast with him. 
29 His seed also will I make to endure for ever, / and his throne as the days of heaven. 

Please stand as you are able for the Gloria Patri: 

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son * and to the Holy Ghost, 
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be * world without end. Amen. 
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Please be seated. 

First Lesson    1 Kings 1:15-40 

So Bathsheba went to see the aged king in his room, where Abishag the Shunammite was attending 
him. Bathsheba bowed down, prostrating herself before the king. 

“What is it you want?” the king asked. 

She said to him, “My lord, you yourself swore to me your servant by the Lord your God: ‘Solomon your 
son shall be king after me, and he will sit on my throne.’ But now Adonijah has become king, and you, 
my lord the king, do not know about it. He has sacrificed great numbers of cattle, fattened calves, and 
sheep, and has invited all the king’s sons, Abiathar the priest and Joab the commander of the army, but 
he has not invited Solomon your servant. My lord the king, the eyes of all Israel are on you, to learn 
from you who will sit on the throne of my lord the king after him. Otherwise, as soon as my lord the 
king is laid to rest with his ancestors, I and my son Solomon will be treated as criminals.” 

While she was still speaking with the king, Nathan the prophet arrived. And the king was told, “Nathan 
the prophet is here.” So he went before the king and bowed with his face to the ground. 

Nathan said, “Have you, my lord the king, declared that Adonijah shall be king after you, and that he 
will sit on your throne? Today he has gone down and sacrificed great numbers of cattle, fattened calves, 
and sheep. He has invited all the king’s sons, the commanders of the army and Abiathar the priest. Right 
now they are eating and drinking with him and saying, ‘Long live King Adonijah!’ But me your servant, 
and Zadok the priest, and Benaiah son of Jehoiada, and your servant Solomon he did not invite. Is this 
something my lord the king has done without letting his servants know who should sit on the throne of 
my lord the king after him?” 

Then King David said, “Call in Bathsheba.” So she came into the king’s presence and stood before him. 

The king then took an oath: “As surely as the Lord lives, who has delivered me out of every trouble, I 
will surely carry out this very day what I swore to you by the Lord, the God of Israel: Solomon your son 
shall be king after me, and he will sit on my throne in my place.” 

Then Bathsheba bowed down with her face to the ground, prostrating herself before the king, and said, 
“May my lord King David live forever!” 

King David said, “Call in Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet and Benaiah son of Jehoiada.” When they 
came before the king, he said to them: “Take your lord’s servants with you and have Solomon my son 
mount my own mule and take him down to Gihon. There have Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet 
anoint him king over Israel. Blow the trumpet and shout, ‘Long live King Solomon!’ Then you are to go 
up with him, and he is to come and sit on my throne and reign in my place. I have appointed him ruler 
over Israel and Judah.” 

Benaiah son of Jehoiada answered the king, “Amen! May the Lord, the God of my lord the king, so 
declare it. As the Lord was with my lord the king, so may he be with Solomon to make his throne even 
greater than the throne of my lord King David!” 

So Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah son of Jehoiada, the Kerethites and the Pelethites 
went down and had Solomon mount King David’s mule, and they escorted him to Gihon. Zadok the 
priest took the horn of oil from the sacred tent and anointed Solomon. Then they sounded the trumpet 
and all the people shouted, “Long live King Solomon!” And all the people went up after him, playing 
pipes and rejoicing greatly, so that the ground shook with the sound. 
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Please stand as you are able. 
Magnificat Text: Luke 1:46-55   Music: Short Service – Thomas Weelkes (1576-1623) 

 MY SOUL doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  For he hath regarded 
the lowliness of his handmaiden.  For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.  
For he that is mighty hath magnified me; and holy is his Name.  And his mercy is on them that fear 
him throughout all generations.  He hath showed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud 
in the imagination of their hearts.  He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the 
humble and the meek.  He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich he hath sent empty 
away.  He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel; As he promised to our forefathers, 
Abraham and his seed for ever. 

 GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  

Please be seated. 
Second Lesson Revelation 1:4-18 

John, To the seven churches in the province of Asia: 

Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits 

before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and 
the ruler of the kings of the earth. 

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, and has made us to be a kingdom and 
priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. 

“Look, he is coming with the clouds,” and “every eye will see him, even those who pierced him”; and all 
peoples on earth “will mourn because of him.” So shall it be! Amen. 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, the 
Almighty.” 

I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours 
in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. On the 
Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, which said: “Write on 
a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, 
Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.” 

I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden 
lampstands, and among the lampstands was someone like a son of man, dressed in a robe reaching 
down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. The hair on his head was white like wool, as 
white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and 
his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. In his right hand he held seven stars, and coming out of 
his mouth was a sharp, double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance. 

When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: “Do not 
be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the Living One; I was dead, and now look, I am alive for ever 
and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades. 
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Please stand as you are able. 

Nunc Dimittis  Text: Luke 2:29-32   Music: Short Service – Thomas Weelkes (1576-1623) 

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word.  For mine eyes have seen 
thy salvation, which thou has prepared before the face of all people; To be a light to lighten the 
Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.    

Apostles’ Creed 

 All: I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; The third day he rose again from 
the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic 
Church; The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the 
Life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
Responses, Lord’s Prayer, and Collects 

 Cantor: The Lord be with you; 
 Choir: And with thy spirit. 
 Cantor: Let us pray. 

Please remain standing, kneel, or be seated as is your preference for prayer. 

 Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
  Christ, have mercy upon us. 
  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive 
them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.  Amen. 

 Cantor: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
 Choir: And grant us thy salvation. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save the King; 
 Choir: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 Cantor: Endue thy Ministers with righteousness; 
 Choir: And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save thy people; 
 Choir: And bless thine inheritance. 
 Cantor: Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
 Choir: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 Cantor: O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
 Choir: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

1st Collect, of the day:  
BLESSED LORD, who hast caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant that we may 
in such wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them; that, by patience and comfort of 
thy holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which thou 
hast given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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2nd Collect, for Peace: 
O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give unto thy 
servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts may be set to obey thy 
commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our 
time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 

3rd Collect, for Aid Against All Perils: 
LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and 
dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 
Anthem  

Never weather-beaten sail more willing bent to shore. 
Never tired pilgrim's limbs affected slumber more, 
Than my wearied sprite now longs to fly out of my troubled breast: 
O come quickly, sweetest Lord, and take my soul to rest. 
 
Ever blooming are the joys of Heaven's high Paradise. 
Cold age deafs not there our ears nor vapour dims our eyes: 
Glory there the sun outshines whose beams the blessed only see: 
O come quickly, glorious Lord, and raise my sprite to thee! 

Text: Thomas Campion (1567-1620) 
Music: Hubert Parry (1848-1918) 

 
Please remain seated, kneel, or stand as is your preference. 

Intercessions 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

Hymn (NEH 441) Text: Scottish Psalter 1650 

Music: YORK, Melody from the Scottish Psalter 1615 as harmonised by 
John Milton the elder in Ravenscroft’s Psalmes 1621 

Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-719605. 

 

1. Pray that Jerusalem may have  
 Peace and felicity:  
Let them that love thee and thy peace  
 Have still prosperity. 

2. Therefore I wish that peace may still  
 Within thy walls remain,  
And ever may thy palaces  
 Prosperity retain. 

3. Now, for my friends’ and brother’s sake,  
 Peace be in thee, I’ll say;  
And for the house of God our Lord  
 I’ll seek thy good always. 
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Please be seated. 

Sermon 

Please stand as you are able. 

Hymn (CP 378) Text: Matthew Bridges (1800-1894) and Godfrey Thring (1823-1903), alt. 

 Music:DIADEMATA, George Job Elvey (1816-1893). 

 

1. Crown him with many crowns,  
 the Lamb upon his throne:  
hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns  
 all music but its own!  
Awake, my soul, and sing  
 of him who died for thee,  
and hail him as thy matchless King  
 through all eternity. 

3. Crown him the Lord of peace,  
 whose power a sceptre sways  
from pole to pole, that wars may cease,  
 absorbed in prayer and praise.  
His reign shall know no end;  
 and round his piercèd feet  
fair flowers of paradise extend  
 their fragrance ever sweet. 

2. Crown him the Lord of life,  
 who triumphed o’er the grave,  
and rose victorious in the strife  
 for those he came to save.  
His glories now we sing  
 who died and rose on high,  
who died eternal life to bring,  
 and lives that death may die. 

4. Crown him the Lord of love;  
 behold his hands and side,  
rich wounds yet visible above,  
 in beauty glorified.  
All hail, Redeemer, hail!  
 for thou hast died for me;  
thy praise shall never, never fail  
 throughout eternity. 

 

 
The Blessing or Grace 
 
Please be seated. 

Organ Voluntary Schmücke dich, o liebe Seele Johannes Brahms (1833-1897) 
 

 
The Anglican Church of St. John the Divine   

(Diocese of British Columbia / Anglican Church of Canada) 

1611 Quadra Street Victoria BC  V8W 2L5     250.383.7169      
stjohnthedivine.bc.ca           facebook.com/musicSJD 
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