When our failures meet God’s Grace— Sermon 9
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Throughout this series on 1 and 2 Samuel, we have been looking at the stories of people's lives—Hannah,
Samuel, Saul, David, and many others whose lives were intertwined with theirs. This is the last message
of this series. | encourage you to read 1&2 Samuel yourself, you may find God has other messages for
you in the life stories of these people.
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And isn't that true of us too? Our lives are woven into one another's stories. My story is being written
alongside yours. And together, we are part of God's greater story of salvation.
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My hope throughout this series is that you will recognize that your life matters. Your choices matter. Your
actions matter. They are the ink with which the story of your life is written within God's greater story.
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Today, we come to one of the darkest chapters in David's life. It is not the end of his story, but it is an event
that will haunt him for the rest of his days. Some experiences are like that, aren't they? We look back and
wish we could undo what happened. This is the story of David's greatest moral failure.
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By this time, David has become comfortable as king. Chapter 11 begins with a seemingly innocent
statement: "In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war," David sent Joab and his men into battle,
"but David remained in Jerusalem."”
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Why does the storyteller include that little detail? Perhaps he is giving us a glimpse into David's spiritual
condition. Instead of leading his people, David is enjoying the comforts of his palace. He has become
accustomed to being king—and having his own way.
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And that gets him into terrible trouble.
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When we think of David, two names often come to mind: Goliath and Bathsheba. Goliath was a giant
warrior; Bathsheba was a beautiful woman. David faced Goliath as a young, untested shepherd. He
encountered Bathsheba as a seasoned king, experienced in battle and accustomed to power.
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Both encounters tested David's character. But there is a difference. Goliath threatened David's life; David's
own abuse of power destroyed the lives of others. He took Bathsheba, another man's wife, and then
arranged for her husband, Uriah, to be killed to cover up his sin.

XPICE B TR Dt BEFA—PEZENS S - AN EAR T84 R EE G
W7 > AR THI AR A A - BRI ARZETHOREIE N CA - 3O THREHCRYIE - PRSI EA]

Throughout chapter 11, notice how David exercises his power. He sends for Bathsheba. He sends for
Uriah. He sends instructions to Joab. David is doing all the sending. He is in control—or so he thinks.
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Then, at the beginning of chapter 12, everything changes.- God sends Nathan to David.
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Suddenly, David is no longer the one calling the shots. The man who thought he controlled everything is
confronted by the One who is truly King.
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And when all the sending is done, the one act of sending that matters most is God's.
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And the news is not good for David. Nathan tells him a parable about a rich man who steals from a poor
man who has very little. The story stirs David’s righteous anger, so much so that he declares the man
deserves to die (verse 5). But David does not yet see himself in the story.
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Often that is the case, isn’t it? We do not always recognize the horror of sin while we are caught up in it. In
fact, sin can feel pretty good at the time. Think of David: playing king, taking what he wants, and then
thinking he is clever enough to cover up what he has done.
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And then the word of the real King comes to David through Nathan: You are the man!” You could have
heard a pin drop at that pronouncement. God’s word becomes deeply personal. ZAf5 » E1FE TAGEEES
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Nathan moves from the parable to the reality of David’'s own life. You are the man.” And there are times
when God'’s word confronts you and me just as personally. It is you, it is me, with whom God is dealing.
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And here is where that characteristic of David | mentioned last week becomes so important to his

redemption. David is now one of the most powerful men in the world. He could have ordered his guards to
kill Nathan right there.
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After all, Nathan has just confronted the king! His sin could have remained buried, as so many sins do. But
buried sins are like cancer cells, quietly growing and choking the life out of us.
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Instead, David’s humility comes through. He makes no excuses. He recognizes what he has done, takes

responsibility for his actions, and admits, | have sinned against the Lord.” Notice how personal that
response is: | have sinned.” Me. All me.
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Healing begins when we stop blaming others for everything that has gone wrong in our lives and begin to
face our own choices, our responses to others, and our actions. We may not be responsible for everything
that has happened to us, but we are responsible for what we have done.
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David says, | have sinned against the Lord.” That is a profound recognition.

RIE : “BAFFRIHILET » "XEZ 2R ZINEETE -

There is something at the very heart of the Christian faith in this simple confession and in God’s response
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We see the depth of David’s confession and repentance in Psalm 51. David pours out his heart to God. He
knows he has wronged Bathsheba, Uriah, Joab, and even the soldiers whose lives he used in his attempt
to destroy Uriah. But he also recognizes that he has betrayed the trust God placed in him. Kingship was a
gift, a calling, and a responsibility. Listen to David’s words:
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For | know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. Against you, you only, have | sinned and
done what is evil in your sight.” (Psalm 51:3—-4)
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We cannot, and must not, downplay the enormous harm David has done to others. His confession to God
does not erase that harm. But David recognizes that he has also broken the trust of the One who entrusted
him with kingship. God did not make David king so that David could play God. He gave him this
responsibility so that God’s just rule could be displayed through Israel. David was called to show God’s
justice, mercy, and grace. Instead, he took what he wanted from the very people he should have protected.
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But as enormous as David’s sin was, the amazing thing about this passage is that God forgives him. David
will continue to suffer the consequences of his actions, yet God does not abandon him. | think this is simply
extraordinary. What kind of God would do such a thing? Think of it. David has taken another man’s wife
and arranged for that man’s death, and yet God says his sin has been taken away. That is not the same
as saying his actions no longer matter.
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David has blown it in a big way. And in many ways, he will never fully recover from what he has done. One
son will rape his sister; another will kill his brother; and another will rebel against David, take his concubines,
and attempt to seize the throne. Talk about a dysfunctional family! & XX EEIL T 7 A% - MiFSLHHE
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God says the sword will never depart from David’'s house. These painful consequences will become part
of his story. Yet the covenant God made with David remains intact. It will be fulfilled in part through

Solomon, David’s son, but ultimately through Jesus of Nazareth, who comes from David’s line. Even this
terrible sin cannot undermine God’s purpose to save and redeem humanity.

B TISIRABETFR DAY » XEREERIESR - SO A st B R —al sy © 28000 » B S5 AT
FALEILIPRARL » X EER B I R DEY LT 11558 - A AER B R I Es 2R A6k S E
g o BIEEAIEE R TaEYSE - A RESS B RR ~ Bl AV B -

What we learn from David is that, no matter how badly we have failed, God is able to restore and renew
us. No matter how great the sin, God’s forgiveness is available to those who turn to Him.
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Eugene Peterson, commenting on this verse, makes this observation:
Jo%- 154 (Eugene Peterson) fEIFISIX 1148 3CRT - AW ¢



One of the frequent misunderstandings of the biblical story by outsiders is that a confession of sin is a
grovelling admission that | am a terrible person, a tactic sometimes described as beating yourself up.”
Insiders to the story soon learn that the sentence | have sinned against the Lord” is full of hope. It is full
of hope because it is full of God...Only when we recognize our sin are we in a position to recognize and
respond to the God who forgives our sin.
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In a mess as great as this, you would think that nothing could be salvaged. Humanly speaking, perhaps
nothing could. But God is greater than our failures, and the good news is that even in a mess like this, God
is still able to restore and heal. The road back is not easy, but it is possible.
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Is there any hope for people like David, who have made a mess of their lives? Amazingly, the answer is
yes. Psalm 51 is a prayer of repentance from someone who has made a terrible mess of his life. And from
David’s response, we can learn something about the way back.
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So what can we learn from this part of David’s story? | want to suggest four lessons.
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David should have been attending to his responsibilities as king while his people struggled against the
Ammonites. Instead, he stayed behind in Jerusalem. Perhaps he thought he deserved a little rest and
relaxation after all he had been through. And there is nothing necessarily wrong with a king staying behind.
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But | think the storyteller includes that little detail for a reason. It gives us a context for what follows. When
times are good, it can take even more effort to stay attentive to God. There are so many things that distract
us. When times are hard, our needs are obvious, and we often cry out for God’s help and presence.
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But the truth is that we need God just as much in times of plenty as in times of need. God’s ways do not
change with our circumstances. We do. And for people like us, living with so many comforts, it takes

intentional effort to remember that all we have comes from God. In times of plenty, we may need to be
more attentive to Him, not less.
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A pastor | met years ago made made this observation: it can be easier for those who have little to be

generous because they have less to lose, while those who have much may find generosity more difficult
because they have more to hold on to.
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| think there is something here for all of us to consider. When we are in need, it can feel easier to look to
God, to pray more fervently, and to seek Him in worship. But when things are going well, we can become
self-absorbed. That is when we may need more discipline to remain attentive to God’s word and ways.
So...when things are going well, we more than ever need to _
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2. Stay Rooted in God Through Daily Practices {EE& K1 E % - FLIE T E7F

Psalm 51 is David's prayer of repentance after his terrible sins against Bathsheba and Uriah. His confession
does not erase the wrongs he has done or their consequences. But it reminds us that, even when we falil,
God's mercy offers us a way forward.
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David's prayer also teaches us how to guard our hearts against the things that draw us away from God,
especially when life is going well and we become comfortable or complacent.
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So, let me leave you with five simple practices from Psalm 51:11-13 that can help us stay grounded in
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1. Seek God's Presence —, Do not cast me from your presence” Make worship and communion with

God central to your dalily life. (v. 11)
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2. Stay Attentive to the Spirit—Learn to wait, listen, and depend on the Spirit rather than your own
strength. (v. 11) Do not take your Holy Spirit from me” (verse 11)

2. BOLERNGIS— 3 %5 ~ BT ~ mEEX - MAZREECHIE « “FEMBUEIREYER 7
(Z51177)



3. Savour God's Goodness — Recall His faithfulness, especially when life is difficult, and rediscover the
joy of His salvation. Restore to me the joy of your salvation” (verse 12
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4. Surrender — Allow God to renew your heart and give you a willing spirit to follow Him. (v. 12) grant me
a willing spirit, to sustain me” (verse 12). Learn to surrender your disappointments, accept what you cannot
change, and remain open to God's leading. (v. 12)
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5. Share God's Grace — Let your experience of God's mercy become a testimony that helps others find
their way back to Him. (v. 13)
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These spiritual practices intentionally refocus our hearts and helps us to slow down. They are especially
important when things are going well, because there are many distractions that draw us away from
fellowship with God. And when that happens, we can begin to live as though we ourselves are god.

XSG  FHBNTEE RS OENR R F A - WALASRIRED R Ok - TEAEWSE S > e84t
HE > NSRBI - RIS S ERrIHERE - SMELLE » Bl T8t I sE T aiE e s
BECAE LW -

Life has gone well for David. Accustomed to power, he has forgotten that he is a servant of the true King.
And that can happen to us too. Who is king in our lives, especially when no one is watching? Our private
lives matter as much as our public lives. That is why we need a community of trusted friends to keep us
honest and accountable helping us to align our lives with God’s word and way.
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Henri Nouwen once said it was difficult for him to be good all by himself.
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3. Have the Courage to Own Our Mistakes. 35 B=UKiIAEH CHIYEEIR
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We live in a culture where blaming others can come easily. The devil made me do it.” “My parents didn’t
bring me up properly.” “l was hurt as a child.” Some of those experiences may be very real, and they can
shape us deeply. But we still need to face the choices we make and the actions we take.
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| was once at a Gamblers Anonymous gathering. The man leading the group stood up and said, Hi, my
name is Van, and I'm a gambler.” He then went on to tell the story of his life. | am told that for many people
struggling with addiction, the road to recovery begins with telling the truth about themselves and taking
responsibility for their actions.
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| am reminded of Jesus healing the man at the pool of Bethesda in John 5:1-14. The man had been an
invalid for thirty-eight years. And Jesus asked him a curious question: Do you want to get well?”
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What a curious question! Isn’t it obvious? The poor man has been suffering for so many years. Of course
he wants to get well. Yet instead of answering Jesus directly, he explains why he has been unable to reach
the pool.
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We should not dismiss the man’s suffering or the difficulties he faced. But how often do we focus on what
others have done to us and forget that we still have choices? Life may have dealt us a bad hand, and others
may have hurt us. Yet we are responsible for how we respond. And when we have sinned, we need the
courage to admit it rather than blame others.
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You are the man,” Nathan says to David. And David finally faces the truth. You and | are also responsible
for the way we choose to live, in times of suffering and in times of plenty.
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4. Never underestimate the power of two simple words: I’'m sorry. RE(K L& B8 —a“ W RE" I &2

When spoken sincerely, they can open the door to forgiveness, healing, and reconciliation.
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| am sure many of us have experienced the freedom these words can bring, whether we have spoken them
to others or heard them spoken to us.
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"In December 2000, CBS News reported a remarkable story about a son who searched for his father after
twenty years of separation.” A man named Jon Dupre had spent years struggling with the pain of his
father's absence. When he finally confronted his father, the encounter became so emotional that Jon lost
control of his anger.Afterward, as they sat together on a bench, there was a long silence....Then his father
finally said two words: "I'm sorry."

2000412 A » EEEHEEEIL #6A = (CBS News) 8 T — P e AVEE © — LT ESICRTE =+
Ffg > AT EFHM - —(r2IUFRE-F%E (Jon Dupre) HYHE T HAER—E #7 SRS A I (5
RITE » St AN AR - BB RE TS BURIRE LR - Gk - MAJFESE—KKR L I
BATRA T SR TR L YA 7

Jon later recalled that he knew his father meant it. In that moment, he found himself forgiving the man
whose absence had caused him so much pain. Years of hurt were not erased. But those simple words
opened a door that had been closed for a long time
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Children who hear these words from Parents, Parents who hear these words from wayward children, friends
who hear them from one another, and loved ones who have hurt each other know how powerful the words
| am sorry” can be.
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At the very least, these words open the door to hope—hope for healing and restoring broken relationships.
| know people who still carry deep pain because those who hurt them have never acknowledged their
wrong. A sincere apology cannot undo the past, but it can begin the healing. These are powerful words,
folks. They can heal others, free us from pride, and open our hearts to God's mercy and grace.
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David knew how to confess his wrong, and there is a lesson here for us. | believe three simple phrases can
change lives: 1love you,” “I am sorry,” and | forgive you.”
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Think about it. Some of us carry wounds from the past and struggle to forgive. Others carry guilt and shame
and need the courage to say, | am sorry.” Still others come from broken families or relationships and long
to hear, | love you.”
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How many of us need to hear these words? And how many of us need to say them? They may not change
the past, but they can open our hearts to God's healing grace.
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When we read David’s story, these three words—Iove, sorry, forgive—seem to run through it. And the story
of David’s failure should encourage us. If David, who committed adultery and murder, could be forgiven
and changed, then there is hope for all of us.
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One of the most encouraging themes throughout the Bible is that those we remember as heroes of the faith
were flawed human beings. The biblical story does not hide their weaknesses, failures, or sins. It shows us
people who need the grace of God, just as we do.
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AYERSS ~ RIBCHISE > @b BATE W - MATRIFA T4 > &ALy B -

God does not love us because of what we can do for Him. He loves us even when we can do nothing. This
is what makes grace so extraordinary: it is not something we can earn.

B EBAT > ARRNBATEIMM A 20 o BMERAIF 2885 T 2z Tl - B ZFrblant &y
2 > SR EANEEEBATHIR BT -

| remember speaking with an abbot of the Hare Krishna movement many years ago. He said to me, Oh,
it's not hard to see god. | see god everywhere. What’s hard is for god to see me.” That conversation has
stayed with me. How easily we can come to think that we have to do something to make God notice us.
But the good news of Jesus is that He sees you even when you do not see Him. He looks for you even
when you are not looking for Him. And He loves you even when you do not love Him back.

HICHRZER - G5 SEZEIIH" (Hare Krishna) ZafiIfVERE IS » M Haid © “F WA
M o FRENAEREE A - MERYR IS WL - "XEE—HEEROE - JAIZ 2B 5L > wagssifT
20 B ZIEEFRIRA] o BESERFTHSREVEOH S ¢ BIEEIRE A WAt - 5288 WAR © BIEIREE T
il > HATSZAE TR+ BIEIRIEA BIRATRY R - #5228 % IR -

The story of David—in fact, the stories of 1 and 2 Samuel—reveals the incredible generosity of God’s
grace. Hannah, Samuel, Saul, and David: people with flaws and weaknesses, people who knew failure,
and yet people whose stories became part of God’s greater story. Perhaps nowhere is that grace more
astonishing than in the story of David and Bathsheba. If God could say to an adulterer, a murderer, a
manipulator, and a schemer, The Lord has taken away your sin,” then what about me? What about you?
Is there not hope for us as well? Our failures are part of our story, but by God’s grace, they need not be
the final chapter. For our failures do not have the final word. God’s grace does. Amen.
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RO E—HIEE (BMEHEICE - T) AUSE—RRT B L B SRR - 155 - iEH -
AZRART > WEA S - AR > EERMEIA © 280 > M THVESE ARy B A RS
7y o W 0 B NFIFRYEEE - 5t BAER BHIHOREAVEEE - AR ERFREB—MEAHE ~ R - #R
BN~ AAOFREHI AU+ “BRFIMRE LRI IRAVIR" - A2 3K0E 2 IRIE ? FM TS AR S 2 FATHIRIK
BSOR NS —E > BE5EE ERRVREME - EARRANRE—FE - RAREAXSH - AEHIER
W o T B YR o faff] -

Maybe you’ve come here this morning with a heavy burden and a wounded heart. What ever burden you
are carrying, what ever hurt you are holding on to,- today with God’s help you can lay it down, you can let
it go, you can learn to say | love you”, | am sorry” and | forgive”...

SRR b RHELEGHET  ZEOLOREE - BRRES A 2EH  EemEMEH AL
i ST B R  (RTLUBERCT » TSRS AT AT B TR
AR ...

And if you don’t know this God, you don’t know Jesus, today, you can begin your a new direction in your
life and choose to follow Him...

WRIREANRXAL B > ABAINRERER - S RARFELH DAE N T ErAviERs - SRR ...

After the Benediction, if you need prayer, | am here to pray with you.
PHEHSERE - WRIRFEA AN IRES - BEEW TRSIR—EES -

24 The LORD bless you and keep you; 25 the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious
to you 26 the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. (Nu 6:24-26). (2025). Crossway
Bibles.

TEHCRIRIGE LG (R > ORIPIR o EHEATAREE AT AVAS YC IR > IR ZE IR - JEHSRILRE RS » Mo IR P2t -
( ¥ 6:24-26)
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