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Proper 28
“Staying Awake in Challenging Times”


Welcome!  We are delighted to have you worshiping with us.  Sit wherever you like.  There are cushions available at the back if you find the pews hard. There are also hearing amplification devices available at the back and large print bulletins at both entrances for those who wish them. In consideration of those with scent sensitivities, we strive to be a scent-free environment so please give the perfume or cologne or scented lotion a pass on Sunday mornings.  Restrooms are out the front door, right then left and on the right there is a women’s washroom, on the left there is a men’s washroom as well as a larger single-stall inclusive washroom with assistive bars and a change table. Please join us after worship for refreshments in the Banquet Hall.  If you have other needs we may not have thought of, please let us know.
Land Acknowledgement
As we gather today as the community of Trinity United Church in Collingwood, we begin our worship by acknowledging and honouring the land upon which we gather today as the historic and traditional territory of Indigenous peoples.  In particular, we recognize and thank the Saugeen Ojibway Nation, which includes the Chippewas of Nawash Unceded First Nation and Saugeen First Nation for their stewardship of these lands.

Affirming Welcome and Candle Lighting
One: As we light this candle on top of our rainbow sand, we remember that as an Affirming congregation of the United Church of Canada, we seek to be an inclusive and safe community, nurturing spiritual growth, responding to community and world needs, where everyone feels at home and no one feels alone.
All: We are all invited guests of God.

Lighting the Christ Candle
We light this candle in the name of Christ.  May its flickering flame remind us too Christ’s call to peace.

God Welcomes Each One of Us with Loving Grace

Trio

Announcements and Opportunities @Trinity

Gathering Words (by the United Church of Christ, USA)
One: There is a richness here –
All: a richness that greets and grows and holds and challenges and keeps.
One: There is a richness here –
All: a richness that surrounds and brings and delivers and gives.
One: The richness holds us in our weakness, fills us in our hunger, finds us when we’re lost.
All: So here, richly blessed, we have come, and we have been found.
One: Let this time together inspire us in richness and grace.

Opening Hymn - VU 288 “Great is Thy Faithfulness”

Opening Prayer 
Gather us in, this day O God.  Help us to rest in trust of your faithfulness. Give us eyes to see new mercies today and every day. Give us hearts to care for our neighbours far and near. Renew us through this time of worship.  Amen.

Prayer of Confession (by Gord Dunbar)
The gift of grace from God is simply expansive and, therefore, hard to believe.  We are loved by God wholly and completely.  We are loved for who we are, while God encourages us to celebrate who we can become. It isn’t about pointing fingers of accusation should we fall short. Instead, God’s grace is about picking us up when we stumble, holding us close so we know how deeply we are loved, and sending us out into the world to love others as we are loved.  Grace fosters a relationship of trust, of hope, and of possibility.  Thanks be to God!  In our thanksgiving for God’s abundant grace, we accept and trust the transformative nature of our love relationship.  In response we open our hearts to God’s heart for healing and forgiving, and for transformation as we pray in silence.

a pause for silent contemplation

Words of Assurance
Receive the Good News: in Christ, you are forgiven! Our loving God desires that all people, indeed the whole world, be restored to right relationship with God and one another, so that we might live together in peace. Thanks be to God.

God Speaks to Us with Peace and Assurance 

Hymn - VU 575 “I’m Gonna Live so God Can Use Me”

Theme Conversation - “Diverse Talents”

Prayer of Illumination 
We find inspiration and wisdom in many places but one of the places we look for guidance as Christians is to the sacred stories of our scripture.  O God, may the words we are about hear be not just words on a page or sounds falling on our ears but rather move in our hearts and minds this day so we might see with fresh eyes what you are doing in our lives and in our world.  Am

Epistle - 1 Thessalonians 5: 1-11

Psalm 121 (Sung, VU 842) “Unto the Hills”

Gospel - Matthew 25: 14-30

Anthem

Reflection - “Staying Awake in Challenging Times”

Hymn - VU 686 “God of Grace and God of Glory”

 God Supports and Lifts Us
Prayers of the People and Prayer of Jesus

Acknowledging our Offerings in Support of Trinity United’s ministries
We are all given different gifts.  We all have different passions, different skills, different knowledge, different energy and different financial resources.  When we pool our gifts together we can do more than we could ever accomplish on our own.  This sharing is part of the work of the church and the life of faith.  If you are able to make a financial donation, you can leave cash or cheques in the offering plates at each entrance, sign up for PAR through the church office, or send us an e-transfer to office@collingwoodunitedchurch.ca.  If this is your first donation, please give us your name and address so we can make sure you get a tax receipt.  Thank you for your generosity, let us dedicate those gifts with prayer: 

Your love, O God,
is an active love:
engaged,
involved,
immersed.

Your love, O God,
is seen in what you do, not just in what you say:
in the blessing of children,
in the meals with outcasts,
in the touching of the untouchable,
in your presence,
and your self-giving,
in your opening of the way to life
to all who will come;

And your love, O God,
is expressed through people like us:
as we share our wealth in simplicity and generosity;
as we share wholeness in care and healing
of the sick and broken;
as we share hospitality by being truly present
to the lonely, the imprisoned and the marginalised;
as we share peace in kindness, listening and acceptance
with those who challenge us, confront us and threaten us.

As you have loved us in incarnate action, O God,
may we learn to be little incarnations
through whom your love is expressed and experienced
in action.

Amen.

Closing Hymn - VU 697 “O for a World”

Commissioning (from Third Space)
God’s blessing be upon us as we leave and return changed to our homes. May we strengthen and encourage one another in our shared vision.

Benediction (from Third Space)
And may the blessing of our adventurous Creator God go with us.

And may the blessing of the Son, who showed us how to live, re-shape us.

And may the blessing of the dancing Spirit joyfully enable us in our renewed living.  Amen.

Choral Blessing - TLUS 4 “Glory to the Creator”

Bells Postlude
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