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RETURNING TO
INTIMACY WITH GOD

A Bible Study on First Love, Fellowship, and Christ-Centred Ministry

KEY SCRIPTURES
Luke 10:38-42· Revelation 2:1-7 - Matthew 28:18-20

DATE
Monday, November 9, 2026

MAIN TAKEAWAY
The church's first calling is to love Jesus and remain close to Him. Activity, growth, programmes, and service
have their proper place, but they must flow from genuine fellowship with Christ-not replace it.

1. Opening Reflection
A church can be busy, organized, growing, and full of activity while quietly losing its closeness with Jesus. The question
is not only, "What are we doing for God?" but also, "Are we walking with God, listening to Him, and loving Him?" Christian
service is meant to be the fruit of intimacy, not a substitute for it.

Opening prayer: Lord Jesus, draw our hearts near to You. Search our motives, renew our love, and teach us to serve
from a place of fellowship with You. Let this study lead us beyond routine into a sincere relationship with You. Amen.

2. Mary and Martha: Choosing the Presence of Jesus
Read: Luke 10:38-42

Martha welcomed Jesus into her home and became occupied with the work of serving. Mary sat at the Lord's feet and
listened to His teaching. Jesus did not condemn hospitality or practical service. He addressed Martha's anxiety and
distraction, and affirmed Mary's choice to give Him her attention.

Service is valuable: Hospitality, preparation, music, teaching, administration, and practical care all matter.

Presence is essential: Our work must never become so consuming that we stop listening to the One we serve.

The heart matters: Prayer, Bible reading, worship, and church attendance should be more than tasks to complete; they
are opportunities to meet with God.

Key lesson: Do not become so occupied with doing things for Jesus that you
neglect being with Jesus.

3. Service and Intimacy: What Is the Difference?
SERVICE WITHOUT INTIMACY

Can become routine, pressure, performance, or a
search for recognition.

May focus mainly on tasks, schedules, titles, and
visible results.

Can leave people spiritually tired, distracted, or
resentful.
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SERVICE FLOWING FROM INTIMACY

Grows out of love, gratitude, obedience, and fellowship
with Christ.

Keeps Jesus central while carrying out practical
responsibilities.

Seeks the strength and direction that come from
walking with God.
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