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The Fruit of Faith

James 2:14-26

Big Idea: Actions speak louder than words — even in faith. Real trust in Jesus produces real fruit.
You cannot abide in Christ and remain unchanged. Faith is not just belief; it is activated, lived-out,
Spirit-driven transformation.

Main Points Scriptures:

1. Salvation is by grace alone through faith alone. Good works do not earn (O Galatians 5:6
salvation, and faith plus works does not equal salvation. As the sermon made
clear, it is trust in Jesus alone that saves; as Ephesians 2:8-9 reminds us. O Hebrews 12
2. Authentic faith produces fruit. Real, living faith is not merely intellectual O 1 Timothy 5:21
agreement with facts about God. It results in a transformed life. True faith goes

far deeper than mental assent. O Acts 10:34
3. Works are the evidence of faith, not the cause of salvation. James and Paul () Job 34:19
are not in conflict. Paul warns against trying to earn salvation through deeds.
James warns against confusing intellectual agreement with genuine trust. O Deuteronomy 10:17-19
Together, they paint a complete picture: we are saved by faith, and that faith, () Romans 6

when real, will always produce visible fruit.
4. Abiding in Christ is the source of all fruit. As Jesus teaches in John 15, a O Romans 3:19-23
branch cannot bear fruit unless it remains connected to the vine. O Luke 18:18-30

5. All fruit and all glory belong to God. When others see the fruit of our faith, the

goal is that they glorify God, not us; as Matthew 5:16 reminds us. O Proverbs 14:20

O Acts 6:1

Opening Question:

The sermon opened with a simple question: what things naturally go together? Can you think of some more
things that naturally go together? Now, take a moment as a group to revisit that idea in a spiritual context.

Discussion Questions:

Read James 2:14-17 together. In your own words, what is James arguing against? What kind of "faith" is he
describing as dead?

James uses the example of someone who is hungry and poorly clothed. Why do you think he chose such a
practical, everyday scenario to make his point?

In verse 19, James points out that even demons believe God exists and shudder. What does this tell us
about the difference between intellectual belief and saving faith?
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James holds up Abraham and Rahab as examples of faith in action. What stands out to you about these two
individuals? Why might James have chosen such different people to make the same point?

The sermon described two terms: orthodoxy (right doctrine) and orthopraxy (right practice). In your own
experience, have you seen these get out of balance? What happens when someone has one without the other?

John 15 describes Jesus as the vine and believers as branches. What does it look like practically to "abide" in
Christ in your daily life? What gets in the way of that connection?

The sermon described faith as needing to be "activated," using the illustration of a parachute. Knowing
something is true is not the same as trusting it with your life. Where in your life might you be giving mental
assent to something you have not yet fully trusted God with?

The sermon asked, "Do you have a faith that is merely words?" Without judgment toward yourself or others,
how would you honestly describe the relationship between your stated beliefs and your daily actions right
now?

Ephesians 2:10 says we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works that He prepared in
advance for us to walk in. How does it change your perspective on service and obedience to know that God
has already prepared these things for you, rather than you having to figure it out on your own?

Practical Applications:

1.Examine your faith honestly. Set aside time this week for a personal inventory. Ask yourself: Is my
faith visible? Not for the sake of impressing others, but as a genuine reflection of what | believe.
Journal your thoughts and bring one honest observation to share with the group next time.

2.ldentify one area of activation. Think of one specific area where you sense God calling your faith
into action but you have been hesitant. It may be a relationship, a habit, a need in your community,
or a step of obedience you have been putting off. Name it, pray over it, and take one concrete step
this week.

3.Practice ownership. The sermon described the basketball illustration of raising your hand when you
commit a foul. This week, practice taking ownership quickly when you fall short, before God and
before others when appropriate. Notice how that honesty affects your sense of closeness to God.

4. Abide intentionally. Identify one practice this week that will help you stay connected to the vine:
Scripture reading, prayer, worship, or meaningful conversation with another believer. Treat it not as
a religious obligation but as the source of everything else you hope to produce.

5.Redirect the glory. Pay attention this week to moments when something good happens through
you. Practice the discipline of immediately giving credit to God, both in your heart and, when
appropriate, out loud to others.

Closing Thought/Prayer:
Pray that God would help us abide in Christ so that our faith is more than words and our lives bear
fruit that points others to Him.
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