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                                         Study Guide  
(Week of: 11-08-26) 

 

BACKGROUND PASSAGE(S): Colossians 1:1-2:23; 3:9–11; Genesis 1:1–31; 3:17–19; 18:1–22; Exodus 3:1–

15; Job 38:1–42:6; Psalm 89:20-27; Proverbs 8:22–31; Isaiah 6:1–5; 40:12–31; 43:10-13; Micah 5:2; Matthew 
6:25–34; John 1:1–18; 8:51-59; 12:37–41; 17:5; Romans 1:24-25; 8:18–29; 1 Corinthians 8:6; 2 Corinthians 
3:18–4:6; Ephesians 1:9–10; Hebrews 1:1-4; 13:8; 2 Peter 3:5–13; Revelation 4:11; 21:1–5 
 

KEY VERSE(s): – Colossians 1:16-17 - For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on 

earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were 
created through Him and for Him.  And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 
 

After reading the background passages, compare Romans 11:36 and Colossians 1:16. Discuss who Paul is 
describing.   What does this say about who Jesus is?  Our knowledge of God?  Our salvation?   
 
 
In Colossians 1:16, Paul names four ranks of created beings.  Research each of those terms.  To what or to 
whom do these refer?  Where do you see people today looking to unseen (invisible) and seen (visible) 
“powers” for guidance?  How does this verse speak to both? 
 
 
“All things were created through Him…” (Colossians 1:16b)  If Christ made the physical world and called it 
good, how should that shape the way Christians think about our bodies?  Work?  Surroundings?  Activities?  
Read Romans 1:24-25.  Where can the error of loving creation more than the Creator seep into our thinking 
and lives? 
 
 
“…and for Him.” (Colossians 1:16b).  Paul uses “created” twice, but in two different tenses.  How or what does 
the shift in tenses add to the meaning of “for Him”?  (cf. John 1:3)  If all things were created for Christ, how 
should that reshape the way you view your children, your marriage, your career, your money, and your 
retirement? What in your life do you hold as though it were created for you? 
 
 
“He is before all things…” (Colossians 1:17a).  What is the significance of Paul using He IS and not He WAS?  
Read Exodus 3:13-15; Isaiah 43:10-13; 44:6; Micah 5:2; John 17:5; Hebrews 13:8; Revelation 1:8, 17; 22:13 and 
compare with John 8:51-59.  How do these references help us understand Colossians 1:17?  Beyond our 
theological understanding, why does it matter for our actual salvation that Jesus is eternally God?   
 
 
“…and in Him all things consist”  (Colossians 1:17b).  Define and discuss “consist” and compare to Hebrews 1:3.  
Compare your understanding of this verse to “deism”.  How does it differ?  If Christ holds every atom together, 
what does that suggest about His ability to hold your life, marriage, and faith together?   
 
What is your “take-away” from this week’s study and how can it be applied to your daily walk with Christ? 
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