My response to today’s message

Information without application falls short of God’s best for us.  He wants us to apply what we learn so that we will change and grow, becoming more like Christ.  The following questions are for personal and group study.

1) Are you experiencing trials… temptations… trouble?  If so, of the three kinds of suffering, which kind are you currently experiencing?  Peter teaches us that suffering and trials can bring glory to God and lead to rejoicing in our lives.  Share a time of struggle, trial or suffering that God has brought you through.  Pray for each other and celebrate God’s power to bring you through even the darkest of times.
2) What false assumption does Peter address in v.12?  (see John 15:20; Ephesians 6:12)
3) How is rejoicing in trials different from just enduring it?  What are some reasons why believers can rejoice in trials? (vs.13-14)
4) What should our attitude be toward insult or ridicule for our faith in Christ? (vs.15-16) (see Matthew 5:10)  
5) How do vs.17-18 speak of the purging and purifying of the Church by the loving hand of God and not condemnation?  If God so strongly judges His Church whom He loves, what will judgment be like for the ungodly? (see 2 Thessalonians 4:1-10) What rewards await the believer?  (see 2 Corinthians 4:17; James 1:12; Romans 8:17) Pray for Christians who are experiencing suffering and persecution for their faith in Christ.
6) How does v.19 bring you comfort and hope during trials?  What does it mean to remain faithful to God and rely on Him?  How can other believers help you do so?  How can you help other believers do so?
7) As you pray, plan and prepare to share hope of Christ, do other people notice Christ in your life?  Have you been ashamed to take a stand?  Read and apply Romans 1:16.
What is the main thing God has impressed upon you today?

What are you going to do about it?

Remember:  The smallest obedient act is better than the greatest intention.

Primary message sources and recommended resources:  Hope Again (1 Peter) by Charles R. Swindoll; Exposition of the New Testament (1 Peter) by Warren Wiersbe; NIV Application Commentary (1 Peter); Word Biblical Commentary (1 Peter); The Communicator’s Commentary (1 Peter) by Paul Cedar.








Welcome to Focus Church—a Christ-centered community learning to follow Jesus with purpose and passion.  Our mission is to know Christ and make Him known – to follow Jesus fully through biblical teaching, authentic relationships, joyful worship, and compassionate service. Wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here.

Guests:  Please complete a “Connect Card” and pick up a blue gift bag as our “thank you” for being with us today.
 
Sunday, November 1
9am – Adult Sunday School Class 
10am – Worship Celebration

Church Office & Mailing Address
10475 Crosspoint Blvd Ste 250
Indianapolis, IN 46256-3387
317-813-5996   https://www.myfocuschurch.com/

Would you like to experience and enjoy peace with God and share His peace with others? Go to peacewithgod.net to learn more.



TODAY’S MESSAGE, NOVEMBER 1, 2026
SERIES: A Living Hope
“Experiencing Hope Beyond Trials”
Brian Boone, Lead Pastor

“Common” suffering – because ______________________________
“Carnal” suffering – because ________________________________
“Christian” suffering – because ______________________________

1._____________________________________________________

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 
                                                                                                  (1 Peter 4:12, ESV)








2._____________________________________________________

13 But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. (1 Peter 4:13-14, ESV)


1) Trials bring __________________________________________ (v. 13)

2) Trials bring __________________________________________ (v. 14)

3) Trials bring _______________________________________ (Acts 5:41) 

 	










3._____________________________________________________

15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. 16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. (1 Peter 4:15-16, ESV)








4._____________________________________________________

17 For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And “If the righteous is scarcely saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” (1 Peter 4:17-18, ESV)








5._____________________________________________________

19 Therefore let those who suffer according to God's will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good. (1 Peter 4:19, ESV)








It doesn’t matter how great the pressure is.  What really matters is where the pressure lies, whether it comes between me and God or whether it presses me nearer His heart.  – Hudson Taylor
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