
November 5, 2026 

When Grace Changes The Heart​
 November Series: Live Generously​
 Week Focus: Grace First 

Scripture – 2 Corinthians 8:5 (NIV) – “And they exceeded our expectations: They gave 
themselves first of all to the Lord, and then by the will of God also to us.” 

 

Devotional Reflection 
GENUINE GENEROSITY BEGINS WITH A HEART SURRENDERED TO GOD. When Paul 
describes the Macedonian churches in 2 Corinthians 8, he highlights their remarkable 
willingness to give despite difficult circumstances. Their generosity was not simply the result of 
having abundant financial resources. In fact, Paul explains that they were experiencing severe 
trials and extreme poverty. Yet their response revealed something deeper than their financial 
situation: they had first given themselves to the Lord. Their example demonstrates sincere 
devotion, not a requirement that believers place themselves under financial hardship to 
prove their faith. 

This is an important lesson for every believer. God is not merely interested in receiving 
something from our hands while our hearts remain unchanged. He desires our surrender, 
faithfulness, and obedience. A person can contribute financially while remaining motivated by 
pride, pressure, or a desire for recognition. Another person may have limited resources yet 
demonstrate genuine generosity through sincere love and faithful service. The outward action 
matters, but the condition of the heart matters as well. 

A HEART SURRENDERED TO GOD BEGINS DEVELOPING NEW PRIORITIES. We become 
more attentive to others, more willing to serve, and less concerned with protecting our own 
comfort or receiving recognition. We begin recognizing that our time, abilities, opportunities, and 
financial resources are not simply possessions to protect. They are resources to steward wisely 
for God's glory and the good of others. Generosity becomes an expression of discipleship rather 
than an occasional religious activity. 

Today, ask God to examine your heart before you consider what you might give. Are you 
responding because you genuinely care, or because you feel obligated to impress someone? 
Are you becoming more willing to serve, or have comfort and self-interest begun shaping your 
decisions? GOD IS NOT SIMPLY INTERESTED IN GETTING SOMETHING OUT OF OUR 
HANDS. HE IS TRANSFORMING WHAT IS HAPPENING IN OUR HEARTS. 

 



🔥 FOCUS FOR TODAY 
Grace transforms our hearts before generosity becomes visible through our hands. 

🛠 PRACTICE 
●​ Ask the Holy Spirit to examine your heart and reveal any selfishness, pride, or desire for 

recognition influencing your willingness to give or serve. 
●​ Identify one area where God may be calling you to surrender your preferences, comfort, 

or priorities so that you can serve others more faithfully. 
●​ Perform one intentional act of kindness or service without announcing it or expecting 

anything in return. 

 

🙏 PRAYER 
Father, examine my heart and reveal anything that is keeping me from living generously. 
Remove selfishness, pride, and the desire for recognition. Help me surrender myself to You and 
allow Your grace to transform my priorities. Teach me to give and serve with sincere love. In 
Jesus' name, Amen. 

 

✍️ REFLECTION QUESTION 

What does my willingness to give, serve, and help others reveal about the condition of my 
heart? 
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