
12th Sunday after Pentecost 
August 16, 2026 + 9:30am 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,  
whose compassion endures forever. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin to God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

Jesus says,  
“Come to me, all you who are weary  
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,  
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. Amen. 
 
  

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER 
2417 Drexel Avenue + Racine, Wisconsin 53403 

(262) 634-7998 
https://www.facebook.com/LCRRacine 

The Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, who is unflinching in her request that Jesus 
heal her daughter. As Jesus commends her bold faith, how might our church extend its mission to those on 
the margins of society? In our gathering around word and meal we receive strength to be signs of comfort, 
healing, and justice for those in need. 

https://www.facebook.com/LCRRacine


 2 

Gathering Song  “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” ELW #656 

 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.  
 
Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. God of all peoples,  

your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us as 
disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that 
your name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 

 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

First Reading  Genesis 45:1-15 
Moved to tears by Judah’s plea on behalf of Benjamin, Joseph declares, “I am Joseph!” and asks, “Is my father 
still alive?” Despite the brothers’ evil intent, God used Joseph to preserve many lives at a time of famine. 

[After Judah offered himself in place of his brother Benjamin,] Joseph could no longer control 
himself before all those who stood by him, and he cried out, “Send everyone away from me.” So 
no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. 2And he wept so loudly 
that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. 3Joseph said to his brothers, “I 
am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they 
at his presence.  
4Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am your 
brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5And now do not be distressed or angry with 
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yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6For the famine 
has been in the land these two years, and there are five more years in which there will be neither 
plowing nor harvest. 7God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to keep 
alive for you many survivors. 8So it was not you who sent me here but God; God has made me a 
father to Pharaoh and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9Hurry and go up 
to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come 
down to me; do not delay. 10You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you 
and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you 
have. 11I will provide for you there, since there are five more years of famine to come, so that you 
and your household and all that you have will not come to poverty.’ 12And now your eyes and the 
eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that speaks to you. 13You must tell my 
father how greatly I am honored in Egypt and all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father 
down here.” 14Then Joseph fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, while Benjamin wept 
upon his neck. 15And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them, and after that his brothers 
talked with him. 
At the conclusion of the reading, the Assembly responds: Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Psalm 133 
How good and pleasant it is to live together in unity. (Ps. 133:1) 

 1 How good and how pleas- | ant it is, when kindred live togeth- | er in unity! 
 2 It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down up- | on the beard, 
  upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar | of his robe. 
 3 It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the | hills of Zion. 
  For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life for- | evermore.  
 
 
Second Reading  Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so that, while all have been 
disobedient, God has mercy upon all. 

┌Paul writes:┐ 1I ask, then, has God rejected the chosen people? By no means! I myself am an 
Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2God has not rejected the 
people whom God foreknew.  
29For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were once disobedient to God 
but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31so also they have now been 
disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they also may now receive mercy. 32For God 
has imprisoned all in disobedience in order to be merciful to all. 
At the conclusion of the reading, the Assembly responds: Thanks be to God 
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Gospel Acclamation 

 
Gospel Announcement 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel Matthew 15:10-28 
Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than outward religious observances. 
Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a woman considered to be a religious outsider approaches 
him for help. 

[┌Jesus┐ called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand: 11it is not what goes 
into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” 12Then 
the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they 
heard what you said?” 13Jesus answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted 
will be uprooted. 14Let them alone; they are blind guides of those who are blind. And if one person 
who is blind guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 15But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable 
to us.” 16Then Jesus said, “Are you also still without understanding? 17Do you not see that whatever 
goes into the mouth enters the stomach and goes out into the sewer? 18But what comes out of the 
mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19For out of the heart come evil intentions, 
murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. 20These are what defile a person, 
but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”] 
21Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22Just then a Canaanite 
woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; 
my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came 
and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24Jesus answered, “I was 
sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But she came and knelt before him, saying, 
“Lord, help me.” 26Jesus answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the 
dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 
28Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And 
her daughter was healed from that moment. 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.   
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Sermon 
 
 
Hymn of the Day “In Christ There Is No East or West” ELW #650 

 
 
 
Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
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Prayers of Intercession   
The Assisting Minister leads the prayers of the people for the church, the world, and all people in need. Each 
petition ends with: 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 
Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you. 
MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Offering 
Your offering helps us carry on God’s mission in our community! You may place your offering 
in the offering plate as it is passed, you may mail your offering to the church office, you can 
even text to give by texting the amount you wish to give to 262.592.5757, then follow the 
prompts. You may also scan the code to the right with your smartphone’s camera to give on 
our website (www.racinelcredeemer.com). You can also sign up for automatic giving on our 
website as well! Thank you for your generosity! 

 
Offering Song  
The Assembly may rise in body or spirit as the offering is brought forward. 

 

 

We remember our homebound members and all who have asked for our prayers: Erna Joswig, 
Joyce Owens, Dorothy Popadic, Pat Quale, Ryan Kickland, Nancy Nelson, William Schultz Jr., John 
Falk, Carmen Falk, Lynn Hooper, Randy Weit, Aimee and Mark Hooper, Mary Scruggs, Linda Losito, 
Anne Maley, Judi and Larry Krebs, and Eloise and Larry Laugen, and the family of Mark Zerr. 
  
  

http://www.racinelcredeemer.com/
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Offertory Prayer 
Let us pray. Loving God, 

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus,  
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 

 
Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed, right our duty and our joy…. 
    .… we praise your name and join their unending hymn:. 

 

 
 
The Presiding Minister continues giving thanks for God’s salvation and blessing. 
The prayer concludes: Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 
Invitation to Communion 
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!  
 
Distribution of Communion 
If you are worshipping with us at home, you are invited to partake in Communion as well! All you need is bread 
of any kind and wine or juice of any kind. As you receive the bread: ‘This is the Body of Christ given for you.’ As 
you receive the wine or juice: ‘This is the Blood of Christ shed for you.’ If you are worshipping with more than 
one person, please serve one another as you able using the  above words.  

 

 
 
Communion Song “One Bread, One Body” ELW #496 
 Words and music on page 11 
 
Table Blessing 
 
Prayer After Communion 
Let us pray. Compassionate God, 

through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of 
your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love 
freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the 
Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
Blessing 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn “I Come with Joy” ELW #482 

 
 
Announcements 
 
Dismissal 
Heaven has come near. Go in peace, share the good news! 

Thanks be to God.  
 

+ + + 
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We gather today on the ancestral lands of the Potawatomi, Ho-Chunk, Myaamia, Očhéthi Šakówi, Kickapoo, 
and Peoria peoples. We honor and acknowledge the traditional stewards of this land, recognizing their 

enduring connection to this region. As we come together in worship, let us commit ourselves to respecting 
their history and culture, and work toward healing and justice for Indigenous communities. May we be 

mindful of our role in creating a more equitable future for all.  
 

 
This Week @ Redeemer 

Sunday: Worship – 9:30am  
 

Celebrations this Week 
Birthdays: Jessica Meyers (8/20), Clara Ritzman (8/21); 

Stephanie Naegeli (8/22) 
 
Upcoming Commemorations    

Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux, died 1153 
Thursday, August 20, 2026 
Bernard, a Cistercian monk, was a man of great spirituality who wrote mystical works 
and criticized those whom he thought took an overly intellectual approach to the faith. 
He became an abbot, and wrote several hymns that are still beloved today. 

 
 

 
Texts for Next Sunday, August 20th, 13th Sunday after Pentecost 

Exodus 1:8—2:10; Psalm 138; Romans 12:1-8; Matthew 16:13-20 
  

Hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-718548. All rights reserved 
Liturgy reprinted from SundaysAndSeasons.com.  
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #22091 

Serving Today  
Altar Flowers:   Debbie Kennedy 
    In Honor of Grandma’s Anniversary 
Assisting Minister:   Sean Fair 
Reader:    Sheila Fair 
Usher:    John Wosyk 
Altar Guild:   Marilyn Rentz & Nancy Vandewinckel 
Musician:    Paul Berge 

 Pastor:   The Rev. Matt James 
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Communion Song “One Bread, One Body” ELW #496 

 
 

 


