11th Sunday after Pentecost
August 9, 2026 + 9:30am

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
2417 Drexel Avenue + Racine, Wisconsin 53403
(262) 634-7998
https://www.facebook.com/LCRRacine

When the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do
not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears.
In comforting words of scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us peace
and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s presence to others.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,
we confess to you all our sins.
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.
In Christ’'s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says,

“Come to me, all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,

and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God, Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Restin God’s love. Amen.



Text: William Whiting, 1825-1878, alt.
Music: MELITA, John B. Dykes, 1823-1876

Gathering Song “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” ELW #765
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Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. O God our defender,
storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people
from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the
faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading Genesis 37:1-4,12-28
Though Joseph was Jacob’s favorite son, his jealous brothers sold him into slavery. Judah, who protected Joseph’s
life, later gives a moving speech before Joseph in Egypt, indicating that the brothers had changed their ways
(44:18-34).

Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the land of Canaan.
2These are the descendants of Jacob.

Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with his brothers; he was a helper
to the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives, and Joseph brought a bad report of them to
their father. 3Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his children because he was the son
of his old age, and he made him an ornamented robe. 4But when his brothers saw that their father
loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak peaceably to him.

12Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem. 13And Israel said to Joseph,
“Are not your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.” He
answered, “Here [ am.” 14So Israel said to Joseph, “Go now, see if it is well with your brothers and
with the flock, and bring word back to me.” So he sent Joseph from the valley of Hebron.

Joseph came to Shechem, 5and a man found him wandering in the fields; the man asked him,
“What are you seeking?” 16“ am seeking my brothers,” he said; “tell me, please, where they are
pasturing the flock.” 17The man said, “They have gone away, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to
Dothan.” ” So Joseph went after his brothers and found them at Dothan. 18They saw him from a
distance, and before he came near to them they conspired to kill him. 19They said to one another,
“Here comes this dreamer. 20Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; then we
shall say that a wild animal has devoured him, and we shall see what will become of his dreams.”
21But when Reuben heard it, he delivered Joseph out of their hands, saying,

“Let us not take his life.” 22Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here in
the wilderness, but lay no hand on him”— that he might rescue him out of their hand and restore
him to his father. 23So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the
ornamented robe that he wore, 2¢and they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was empty;
there was no water in it.

25Then they sat down to eat, and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead,
with their camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. 26Then
Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? 27Come,
let us sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him, for he is our brother, our own
flesh.” And his brothers agreed. 28When some Midianite traders passed by, they drew Joseph up,
lifting him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. And they took
Joseph to Egypt.

At the conclusion of the reading, the Assembly responds: Thanks be to God.



Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b
Make known the deeds of the LOrRD among the peoples. Hallelujah! (Ps. 105:1, 45)

L Give thanks to the LORD and call up- | on God’s name;
make known the deeds of the LORD a- | mong the peoples.
2 Sing to the | LORD, sing praises, and speak of all God’s | marvelous works.
3 Glory in God’s | holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the | LORD rejoice.
+Search for the strength | of the LORD; continually | seek God’s face.
5 Remember the marvels | God has done, the wonders and the judgments | of God’s mouth,
¢ O offspring of Abra- | ham, God’s servant, O children of Jacob, God’s | chosen ones.
16 Then God called for a famine | in the land and destroyed the sup- | ply of bread.
17The LORD sent a | man before them, Joseph, who was sold | as a slave.
18 They bruised his | feet in fetters; his neck they put in an | iron collar.
19 Until his prediction | came to pass, the word of the Lorp | tested him.
20 The king sent | and released him; the ruler of the peoples | set him free,
21 setting him as a master o- | ver his household, as a ruler over all | his possessions,
22to instruct his princes according | to his will and to teach his elders wisdom. #5> | Hallelujah!

Second Reading Romans 10:5-15
A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift received in the
proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Hence Christian proclamation is an indispensable component of God’s saving actions.

Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who does
these things will live by them.” 6But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in
your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7“or ‘Who will descend
into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8But what does it say? “The word is
near you, in your mouth and in your heart”

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), 9because if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 19For one
believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, leading to
salvation. 11The scripture says, “No one who believes in the Lord will be put to shame.” 12For there
is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who
call on God. 13For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

14But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in
one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim the
Lord? 15And how are they to proclaim the Lord unless they are sent? As it is written, “How
beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”

At the conclusion of the reading, the Assembly responds: Thanks be to God



Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel Announcement
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel Matthew 14:22-33

Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail despite their best
intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they are in trouble and sustains
them in their time of fear and doubt.

rJesust made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side rof the Sea of Galilee,
while he dismissed the crowds. 23And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain
by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24but by this time the boat, battered
by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 25And early in the morning
Jesus came walking toward them on the sea. 26But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea,
they were terrified, saying, “Itis a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke
to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”

28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29He said,
“Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 3°But
when Peter noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out,”
Lord, save me!” 31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of
little faith, why did you doubt?” 32When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the
boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Hymn of the Day “Here on Jesus Christ I will Stand” ACS #1024
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Text: Kenyan hymn; adapt. Greg Scheer, b. 1966

Music: KWAKE YESU NASIMAMA, Kenyan melody; adapt. Greg Scheer

Text © 2007 East African Annual Conference, admin. General Board of Global Ministries, GBGMusik
English adapt. and arr. © 2007 Greg Scheer, admin. General Board of Global Ministries, GBGMusik



Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
*0r, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

Prayers of Intercession
The Assisting Minister leads the prayers of the people for the church, the world, and all people in need. Each
petition ends with:

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We remember our homebound members and all who have asked for our prayers: Erna Joswig,
Joyce Owens, Dorothy Popadic, Pat Quale, Nancy Nelson, William Schultz Jr., John Falk, Carmen
Falk, Lynn Hooper, Randy Weit, Aimee and Mark Hooper, Mary Scruggs, Linda Losito, Anne Maley,
Judi and Larry Krebs, and Eloise and Larry Laugen.

And also with you.

1
Sharing of the Peace V d
The peace of Christ be with you always.
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MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering

Your offering helps us carry on God’s mission in our community! You may place your offering
in the offering plate as it is passed, you may mail your offering to the church office, you can
even text to give by texting the amount you wish to give to 262.592.5757, then follow the
prompts. You may also scan the code to the right with your smartphone’s camera to give on
our website (www.racinelcredeemer.com). You can also sign up for automatic giving on our

website as well! Thank you for your generosity!

Offering Song
The Assembly may rise in body or spirit as the offering is brought forward.
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Offertory Prayer
Let us pray. Loving God,
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.



Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed, right our duty and our joy....
.... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:.
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The Presiding Minister continues giving thanks for God’s salvation and blessing.
The prayer concludes: Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Invitation to Communion
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!



Distribution of Communion

Ifyou are worshipping with us at home, you are invited to partake in Communion as well! All you need is bread
of any kind and wine or juice of any kind. As you receive the bread: ‘This is the Body of Christ given for you.’ As
you receive the wine or juice: ‘This is the Blood of Christ shed for you.” If you are worshipping with more than
one person, please serve one another as you able using the above words.

0 4 —
7 —Agt e T ]
f e — v a——
R — — —1
i P~ E—— ]
> & »
Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have
0 4 -
" AT I M [ ——— s | | ]
\‘\y=i ¢ P — g~ - ;&.ﬁﬁj%
J M - A 9
mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin of the

—
I T I [ o | ol | 111

0ud \ p—
i —r - — — i — ] q
NV | I {I I r . | — H
) ' I I I
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Communion Song “When Peace Like a River” ELW #785
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Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888
Music: VILLE DU HAVRE, Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876
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Table Blessing

Prayer After Communion

Let us pray. Compassionate God,
through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of
your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love
freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the
Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

Blessing
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. Amen.

Sending Hymn “I Was Sinking Deep in Sin” TFF #188
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Text: James Rowe, 1865-1933
Music: SAFETY, Howard E. Smith, 1863-1918
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Announcements

Dismissal

Heaven has come near. Go in peace, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

+++

We gather today on the ancestral lands of the Potawatomi, Ho-Chunk, Myaamia, Ochéthi Sakéwi, Kickapoo,
and Peoria peoples. We honor and acknowledge the traditional stewards of this land, recognizing their
enduring connection to this region. As we come together in worship, let us commit ourselves to respecting
their history and culture, and work toward healing and justice for Indigenous communities. May we be
mindful of our role in creating a more equitable future for all.

Serving Today
Altar Flowers: Jeanne Schierstedt
In Memory of My Dad on His Birthday
Assisting Minister: Nancy Vandewinckel
Reader: Brenda Kasprovich
Usher: John Wosyk
Altar Guild: Susan Krikau Sorensen & Lori Rennock
Musician: Paul Berge
Pastor: The Rev. Matt James

Hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-718548. All rights reserved
Liturgy reprinted from SundaysAndSeasons.com.

Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #22091
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This Week @ Redeemer

Sunday: Worship - 9:30am
Celebrations this Week
Birthdays: DJ Williams (8/13), Louise Thoennes (8/14)

Upcoming Commemorations
Lawrence, deacon, martyr, died 258
Monday, August 10, 2026
As one of the seven deacons of the church at Rome, Lawrence was responsible for the
church's financial matters and for the care of the poor. Asked by the emperor to gather the
church's treasure, he presented a collection of orphans, lepers, and the like. The enraged
emperor had him put to death.

Clare, Abbess of San Damiano, died 1253

Tuesday, August 11, 2026

A contemporary of Francis of Assisi, Clare and a growing number of companions
established a women's Franciscan community, called the Order of Poor Ladies, or Poor
Clares. She inspired other women to pursue spiritual goals.

Florence Nightingale, died 1910; Clara Maass, died 1901; renewers of society
Thursday, August 13, 2026

Nightingale was born in England, and horrified her wealthy family by deciding to become
a nurse. She led a group of nurses in ministering in the midst of the Crimean War, and
worked for hospital reform. Maass, a native of New Jersey, was also a war nurse, and
volunteered as a subject for research on yellow fever. She died of the disease.

Maximilian Kolbe, died 1941; Kaj Munk, died 1944; martyrs

Friday, August 14, 2026

Father Kolbe was a Franciscan priest arrested by the Nazis and confined in Auschwitz.
Kolbe gave generously of his meager resources, and finally volunteered to be starved to
death in place of another man. A Danish Lutheran pastor and playwright, Munk strongly
denounced the Nazis who occupied Denmark in the Second World War. His sermons and
articles helped to show the anti-Christian nature of the movement.

Mary, Mother of Our Lord

Saturday, August 15, 2026

The church (including Martin Luther) honored Mary with the title theotokos, meaning
"God-bearer," for her role in giving birth to the Son of God. Her song, the Magnificat,
speaks eloquently of God's lifting the lowly and feeding the hungry.

Texts for Next Sunday, August 16t, 12th Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 45:1-15; Psalm 133; Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32; Matthew 15:10-28
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