Midweek Reflection – 11/4/26 --“On the Other Side”
	I’m going to go ahead and acknowledge that there is some degree of awkwardness writing this reflection…much in part because I’m going to reflect on something in the future (that we don’t know an answer to yet). 
As I write this reflection, it’s Monday evening. Tomorrow is an election day in America. Wednesday, when this reflection goes out, we will be “on the other side” of an election (though if I were a betting man, I’d highly doubt we know any concrete outcome). However, there are a few things we do know. We do know whatever the result of an election is, the sun will rise on a new day. We do know that God is present and is at work in the world, in this country, and in us. 
The last three words of that last sentence are super important. As I said in this past Sunday’s sermon, “the light of Christ is in all of us.” The light of Jesus calls us in many ways. We are called to love God and to love one another (remember the gospel from Reformation Sunday). We are called to be people of hope and a reminder of God’s presence around us. We are called to speak for justice and truth for all God’s people. We are called to let our light shine. I’m mindful the refrain from the hymn in the ELW, “We are Called.” It says, “We are called to act with justice. We are called to love tenderly. We are called to serve one another; to walk humbly with God.”
Too often in texts, television, radio, and social media ads (as unfortunately happens in every election cycle), we have been flooded for months with words that seek to divide rather than unite; to demonize rather than bless; and to create atmospheres of anger and hatred over love and peace. That is not the light we are called to let shine. But again, Wednesday will be a new day. And the love of Jesus will still reign. And since we are people who follow Jesus, and are called to let words and actions reflect God’s love, may we not be consumed one way or the other over a party that holds a majority. Maybe a first step could be to pray for those (whoever they are) that are elected to serve, to do so with humility, truth, and compassion for all people. Regardless, may we let our light shine so that our neighbors, and we ourselves, are constantly reminded of the love that remains and reigns over all things. As Paul writes, “I’m convinced that nothing can separate us from God’s love in Christ Jesus our Lord: not death or life, not angels or rulers, not present things or future things, not powers or height or depth, or any other thing that is created” (Romans 8:38-39).

The Peace of Christ be with y’all today and every new day,

Pastor Vern 
