Our Community Breakfast is THIS SUNDAY
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Our fall community outreach breakfast is scheduled for THIS SUNDAY,
November 8" from 11AM to 1PM. All profits from this special event will
go to support individuals in need right here in our local area. Please
help us get the word out about this time of fellowship, mission, and
community. | hope to see you there!

- Pastor John

This Sunday at Black Creek UMC

Keep Your Lamps

Maltthew 25:1-13
The Olivel Discourse:
Part One
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Matthew 25:1-13



November is always a time of tension in the liturgical life of the church.
It is so easy to feel the need to get started on our special Advent
programs and activities as every store that we enter seems to be filling
up with the trappings of Christmas. However, Christ calls us to remain
in the present moment, living abundantly and serving freely. We will
live into that tension of wanting to move forward and also wanting to
slow down over the next couple of weeks in our church services.

In our scripture, we will be reading something called the Olivet
Discourse, a passage from the Book of Matthew where Jesus talks
about that tension; of what it means to live in a world where He has
come and He is coming, where the Age of Christ has begun, but it has
not yet been perfected.

This week, we will hear the Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids, an
awesome teaching that reminds us what it means to truly be ready...
ready to live a life devoted to Christ in the present moment and ready
for His promised return.

| hope that you will join us for this awesome message of preparation.

There are four ways to participate in worship at Black Creek UMC. Our
service begins at 9:30.



e In person - All are welcome, come as you are!

e On Facebook Live.

e Right at the top of our website, www.blackcreekumc.org

e Livestreamed on our YouTube Channel. Just go to YouTube and
type in @backpewbelievers and our channel will come right up!
Don’t forget to subscribe for new updates.

The Black Creek Food Pantry is open NEXT week to all residents of
Black Creek Township. It is housed in the lower level of our church.
Please help us share the word with anyone in our local community who
could use the support. The food pantry is open Tuesday (November
10'™") from 4-6PM and Wednesday (October 11") from 10:30AM to 2PM.

World Thank Offering
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Each year the United Women of Faith have the opportunity to show
their gratitude for God’s blessings through the World Thank Offering.
Traditionally, Fall is the time of year when United Women of Faith
groups collect this special offering. This collection is used to support
the total program of World Missions in the US and around the world.


http://www.blackcreekumc.org/

Boxes are available to anyone who wishes to participate in this
program. Any container may be your thankful box. Your box will be
used to collect coins or bills whenever you feel especially grateful for
God’s gifts in your life throughout the year. This year’s boxes will be
collected on Sunday, November 22, 2026 or anytime before that date.
Please give your box to Renee Vergari. Contact Renee for additional
information or to receive a Thank Offering box.

Our Advent Schedule is Here...

Advent is right around the corner. This holy season of preparation
begins on November 29", and during our Sunday worship service that
day we will celebrate the coming of Advent with our traditional
Hanging of the Greens service.

We will also have numerous Bible studies and special services
throughout Advent, culminating in our special Christmas Eve Worship
Services! The full schedule is below.

A D VE N T CHRISTMAS EVE
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3 PM Family Service
W 7 °M Traditional Service
R //PM Candlelight Service

Black Creek UMC

158 Golf Course Road,
Sugarloaf, PA 18249
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Upcoming Church Meetings

Wednesday November 11", 7PM — Worship Committee
Thursday, November 12%", 7PM - Church Council Meeting

Announcements that were in Last Week’s Email

Church Women United Lunch Event
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The Church Women United will be hosting a lunch event at our church
on this Friday, November 6% at 1PM. If you are interested in attending
this event which includes participants from several different churches
in our local area, please let Brenda know!

Our Annual Charge Conference is Saturday,
November 14"
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Every year, each United Methodist Church needs to hold a “Charge
Conference.” A charge conference is an annual meeting of the
leadership of a church, held to make key decisions on behalf of the
congregation.



Our Charge Conference is scheduled for November 14" at 9AM in our
sanctuary. All who would like to attend are invited to attend this
annual event.

Sign Up Now to Be Part of Our Worship Team
for 2027
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SIGN UP NOW
TO BE PART OF
OUR WORSHIP
TEAM FOR
2027!

We are currently looking for volunteers to serve as liturgists, greeters,
and coffee hour hosts for the first half of 2027. There is a signup sheet
in the narthex of the church now. Please consider whether you might
be willing to volunteer for one or more of these important roles.

Thanksgiving Eve at the Historic Brainerd
Church

This Thanksgiving Eve, Pastor John will be leading the traditional
Thanksgiving Eve Service at the Historic Brainerd Church. The serviceis
at 7PM. | hope that you will consider attending as we give praise and
honor to God for all of his many blessings.



At the Historie Biainetd Churc
November 25° - 7PM

Our Coffee Break Ministry Returns on Black
Friday

Black Creek UMC will be providing a free coffee break to weary
travelers this Black Friday, November 27th at the rest stop on Route 81
South at Mile Marker 158 (Nuangola). We need as many individually
wrapped baked goods as we can get when the time comes. We are
also looking for volunteers for this ministry from 8-10, 10-12, and 12 -2. If
you are interested in helping out, please let Pastor John know.



BCUMC Book Club News...
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This month, the BCUMC Book Club is reading Remarkably Bright
Creatures by Shelby Van Pelt. The Club will be meeting on November
17t at 12:45. All are invited to attend!

Grief Support Book Club begins Wednesdays in
November at Noon
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A new Grief Support Book Club will begin meeting at Black Creek UMC
on Wednesdays in November at noon. Grief has no timeline, so this
book club is open to anyone who feels that it might make their lives
just a little bit easier. The book that we will be reading and discussing
will be Missy Buchanan’s Feeling Your Way Through Grief. Books are
now available at the church.



We are Collecting Instant Mashed Potatoes
for the Intervalley Faith Council Thanksgiving
Giveaway:

Every year, the Intervalley Faith Council provides Thanksgiving
Dinner for families in need right here in our local area. This year, we
are being asked to provide instant mashed potatoes for the dinners.
There is a collection bin in the back of the church. We are hoping to
collect for 50 families. If you have any questions, please see Mary
Lou or Sandy. Please have donations to the church by November
15,



