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Grace Begins With God
 November Series: Live Generously
 Week Focus: Grace First
Scripture – Ephesians 2:8–9 (NIV) – “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.”

[bookmark: _kyf1idu13w6k]Devotional Reflection
GRACE BEGINS WITH GOD, NOT WITH US. We often live in a world where almost everything must be earned. We work to receive a paycheck, meet expectations to gain approval, and demonstrate our abilities to receive opportunities. Because this way of thinking becomes so familiar, we can unintentionally bring it into our relationship with God. We begin to measure our spiritual standing by how much we pray, how often we attend church, how faithfully we serve, or how generously we give. Yet Ephesians 2:8–9 reminds us that salvation does not begin with human achievement. It begins with God's grace.
Grace is God's undeserved favor toward people who could never earn salvation for themselves. The apostle Paul makes it clear that salvation is God's gift, received through faith in Jesus Christ. Our good works cannot remove our sins, and our generosity cannot purchase God's acceptance. This truth should produce both humility and gratitude. We have no reason to boast about our spiritual accomplishments because everything necessary for our salvation rests upon the saving work of Jesus Christ.
When we truly recognize God's grace, it begins changing the way we see ourselves and others. We no longer need to prove our worth through religious performance, and we have no reason to look down upon people who are struggling. Instead, we recognize that every believer stands in need of the same grace. The mercy God has extended toward us should make us more patient, compassionate, and willing to extend kindness toward others.
As we begin our Live Generously series, we must establish this foundation: WE DO NOT GIVE TO EARN GOD'S GRACE. WE LIVE GENEROUSLY BECAUSE WE HAVE RECEIVED GOD'S GRACE. Before considering what we can place into someone else's hands, we must remember what God has already placed into ours through Jesus Christ. A life of genuine generosity begins with a heart that recognizes the grace of God.
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[bookmark: _3ewkbxvj8vxs]🔥 FOCUS FOR TODAY
God’s grace did not begin with our worthiness. It began with His mercy.
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· Spend five minutes thanking God for His undeserved grace and the salvation provided through Jesus Christ.
· Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal any area where you have been measuring your relationship with God by your performance rather than trusting Christ.
· Identify one way you can extend humility, patience, or compassion toward someone today as a response to the grace you have received.
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Heavenly Father, thank You for loving me when I could never earn Your love. Forgive me for the times I have depended upon my accomplishments rather than Your grace. Help me walk in humility, gratitude, and faith in Jesus Christ. Let the grace I have received shape the way I treat others. In Jesus' name, Amen.

[bookmark: _sfjtr3ey4aj7]✍️ REFLECTION QUESTION
Am I living with gratitude for God's grace, or am I still trying to prove my worth through what I do?

