Small Group Discussion Questions
The Singing Servant: Middle Class in Spirit
Isaiah 58:6–10; 61:1–3
Icebreakers
1. Who is someone you’ve known who was exceptionally generous? What made their generosity memorable?
2. Why do you think giving to others can sometimes bring us more joy than spending money on ourselves?
Read Isaiah 58:6–10 and 61:1–3 together as a group
3. In Isaiah 58, God challenges people who are fasting and practicing their religion but neglecting those in need. What does this reveal about the kind of worship God desires?
4. Isaiah 58 connects freeing the oppressed with feeding the hungry, providing shelter, and clothing the naked. What does this teach us about the relationship between justice and generosity?
5. In Isaiah 58:8–10, God describes what happens when His people begin caring for those in need. What promises stand out to you, and what do they reveal about God’s heart?
6. Isaiah 61:1–3 describes the Messiah bringing good news to the poor, freedom to captives, and comfort to those who mourn. What kind of kingdom is Jesus announcing, and how might His followers begin reflecting that kingdom today?
7. The sermon suggested that caring for the poor isn’t merely an act of optional charity but a matter of justice. How does thinking about generosity in terms of justice change the way we understand our responsibility toward others?
8. The sermon contrasted being poor in spirit with being spiritually middle class. What is the difference between these two attitudes, and how might each influence the way someone views people experiencing poverty?
Break into groups of 2-3 and answer the following questions.  Then pray for each other.
9. When you encounter someone who is struggling financially or materially, what assumptions or attitudes tend to shape your response? How might remembering your own dependence on God’s grace change that response?
10. The sermon argued that the gospel doesn’t merely change what we believe; it changes what we love. Where would you like to see Jesus develop greater compassion or generosity in your heart, and what might it look like to respond to His grace in that area?
