
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To fill the stockings, 

we are looking for: 

• Grippy sox for all ages!  

• Paperback books for Young 
Adults (senior high student) 

• Decks of cards &/or card 
games for any ages.  

• Special Request for Iowa City 

Rehab: 1 – 12 pack cans of pop 
in: Pepsi, Diet Pepsi, Coke, 

Diet Coke, Sprite, & Diet 

Sprite (one of each of these). 

Please place all donations in the 
marked bin located in Fellowship 

Hall. Thank you for your  
generous donations!  
Please see Brenda Mayer with any 
questions regarding this ministry. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

October 2026 Church Council Meeting 
 

The Church Council met Tuesday, October 20, 2026. The following is a summary of the meeting. 

Loving: We opened our meeting with a prayer, and sharing of joys, concerns, and Glory Sightings.  

Learning:  
• Circuit Report – no report, meeting to be held next week 

• MAP presentation (Megan Bywater – Prayer Team) 

o Council listed and provided ideas and resources for the Prayer Team 

o Main issues are finding the best avenues for sharing prayer requests, and sharing requests following privacy guidelines 

o Anyone interested in helping this team can contact Megan or Kae Tritle 

• MAP presentation (Kay Seagren – Fleece Blanket Project) 

o Noted need for more fleece (harder to find with closing of JoAnn Fabrics) – council was able to recommend some additional options. 

o Planning some times after church service for congregation to help cut and tie the blankets for distribution 

o Mission Team will be looking into possible funds available for purchase of fleece 

Leading: The various council teams reported the following discussions to the Council: 

Trustees:  

• Fall yard cleanup day will be held November 7th. More details to follow 

• Roof project is complete, but cost was higher than originally quoted due to some plywood replacement and felt removal.  

• Trustees are still looking at a possible capital campaign to raise funds for various church improvements 

Finance: 

• Presented the 2027 St. Mark’s working budget for approval. 

• Reviewed details of the working budget, including where some line items were moved to different categories, and explanation of some 

budget increases. 

• Council approved the 2027 Working Budget as presented. 

• Noted that giving statements will be distributed to congregation in the near future. 

Worship: 

• Advent begins November 29  

• November 1 - All Saints Day 

• November 22 – Hanging of the Greens 

Church and Society: No report  

Outreach: No report 

Missions: 

• Dennis thanked Bart Troyer and finance team’s effort in providing clear reports for the team’s various accounts.  

• Next meeting is November 13th. 

Pastor’s Report: 

• November 8th from 4-6 PM is annual Charge Conference – at North Liberty UMC. 

• Pastor Alberta presented 2027 Team Nominations, noting a few empty spots: 

o Vice Chair – fills in when Chair is unable to attend meetings 

o Lay Leader – serves as primary representative of the laity, and works with pastor to advance St. Marks’ mission, vision, and values. 

o Lay Delegate to Conference – represents St. Mark’s at Annual Conference, votes on behalf of the church, and reports back to the 

church. 

• Council approved the 2027 Team Members as presented. 

SPRT: 

• Brought a motion to council to hire a part-time receptionist (12 hours per week) starting July 1, 2027. Motion passed by council after 

discussion. 

• Brought a motion to council to approve Pastor Support Form I for Charge Conference. After discussion and review of all expenses, 

allowances, benefits and compensation, the motion was approved. 

Discipleship: 

• Focus Forward team members reviewed the Ministry Build event, feeling it was successful. 12 people attended. 

• Next meeting is November 10. 

Our meeting was closed with a benediction by Lee McKnight. 

For more detailed notes from the committees, please reach out to Rob Rindels at robrindels@gmail.com and he will email you 

committee meeting minutes. We are not able to share the SPPRC minutes due to possible confidential staff information. 
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    TITHE.LY TALK 

Sponsored By: The St Mark’s Finance Team  
 

• WHAT IS TITHE.LY? 
o It is a new computer application being used to support the ongoings of our church.  This is replacing 

the current Power Church application. 
• WHY ARE WE MAKING A CHANGE? 

o Tithe.ly will help us consolidate information, improve communication, save staff time, and increase 
security options. 

• WHY DID WE CHOOSE TITHELY? 
o The company has a partnership with the United Methodist Church and offers their product at a 

reduced cost to member churches. 
o We met with other UM churches who currently use the product and shared positive reviews. 

• HOW IS THE FINANCE TEAM USING TITHE.LY? 
o As a modern, mobile-friendly option for giving to St Mark’s. 
o Complete team tasks that include budgeting, expense tracking, and financial reports for the 

congregation. 
o Financial Secretary has their own secure role to support giving. 

• WHAT ELSE CAN TITHE.LY DO FOR US? 
o This list is endless as we continue to learn the functionality – membership info, email communication, 

calendar support, worship service planning, website support, Team document storage, etc. 
o More info will be shared as we highlight different uses in the future. 

• WHAT WILL COMMUNICATION FROM TITHE.LY LOOK LIKE TO THE CONGREGATION? 
o Emails can be sent to the congregation using this application by staff. 
o These emails will come from the St. Mark’s Office email account. 
o Look for a “test” email in your Inbox in the beginning of May. 

• ANY QUESTIONS FOR US? 
o Please reach out to a member of the Finance Team if you have any questions.  We are happy to answer 

them. 
o Christina Leopold, Markus Van Tol, Lee McKnight, Ann Fenner, or Dennis Stevens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You may pay using Tithe.ly by 
downloading the app on your 

smartphone or by scanning the QR 
Code with your mobile device. 

The QR codes are in your bulletin in 
the “Offertory & Prayer” as well as 

on the screen/slides. 
Thank you so much for your 

generous gifts! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


