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November, 2026… Pastor’s Corner…Rev. John Bright
THE EIGHT CORE VALUES
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What is All Saints’ Day?

We can trace our observance of All Saints’ Day on November 1 back to the beginning of the Church. In each group of house churches, they would remember those martyred on the anniversary of their death.
An early date for the common remembrance of all martyrs was the Sunday following Pentecost. In the 8th century, the Roman Catholic church set the date on November 1 and expanded it to include a remembrance of the faithful Jesus Followers.

How did All Saints’ Day get connected to Halloween?

The word hallow comes from Old English and means “holy” or “saint”.  All Hallows’ Day was the first name for what we call All Saints’ Day. In medieval England, the celebration was also known as All Hallows’ Mass or Hallowmas.
October 31, the day before All Saints’ Day, was known as All Hallows’ Eve. Halloween is a shortened form of All Hallows’ Eve, meaning the evening before All Hallows’ Day. The traditions we have for Halloween come from many different cultures. Some of these are outwardly ordinary, and others are decidedly demonic. When my children were young, we did not participate in most Halloween traditions. Btw – I took the kids to the grocery store early in the morning on November 1 and gave them money to buy the candy they wanted. Then, when they got to school, they could tell how much candy they got, and it was all the kind they liked. 


All Saints’ Day and Methodism

I have always heard that November 1 was a favorite day to preach for John Wesley. He was also critical of the practice of honoring certain Saints from the past on a given day: “John Wesley believed we have much to learn from the saints, but he did not encourage anyone to worship them. He expressed concern about the Church of England’s focus on saints’ days and said that “most of the holy days were at present answering no valuable end.” https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-do-united-methodists-believe-in-saints. In Early Methodism, the focus was on the entire sanctification of disciples in that day. John Wesley taught that each person could be filled with the love of God to the point that she or he could be made perfect in love: Mark 12:28-31 “28 Then one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, perceiving that He had answered them well, asked Him, “Which is the first commandment of all?” 29 Jesus answered him, “The first of all the commandments is: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first commandment. 31 And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.”

Entire Sanctification for Today

Why do I believe that it’s possible for a Jesus Follower to receive the gift of Entire Sanctification?
 Jesus calls us to it, so it MUST BE POSSIBLE!
 There are examples, like Brother Lawrence, so it MUST BE POSSIBLE!
 John Wesley wrote that Methodists in his day had received it, so it MUST BE POSSIBLE!
I believe that gift of Entire Sanctification is still for Jesus Followers today because it is joined together with the Fruit of the Spirit and the Gifts of the Spirit. We need the manifestation of both in abundance as this
world seems to get darker and darker. As I have told you before, when the last days approach, God will allow great evil to be released on the earth. God will, at the same time, pour out great power on the Church to be His Witnesses to His Coming Kingdom. May we seek this gift for the present day.

&&&&&&&&
My prayer: Lord of Heaven and Earth, we praise you for the great cloud of witnesses made up of the saints who are with you in glory. May the testimony of their lives encourage each person at Laurel Hill and
cause us to desire an outpouring of the Holy Spirit right now. This I pray in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Serving the Great Shepherd,
Pastor John

SERMON TITLE AND SCRIPTURE FOR NOVEMBER, 2026

11/1/26		Communion
			“All Saint’s Sunday”
			Hebrews 11:24-39, 12:1-2 (NLT)
			Sermon:  “Have A Wonder-full Life”  Rev. Penny

11/8/26		1 John 3:16-18
			“The Love of Christ for YOU”

11/15/26		Veteran’s Sunday
John 15:13
			Sermon:  “Love of Country”
			 
                          11/22/26          Thanksgiving Sunday
Colossians 3:12-17			
Sermon:  “Totally Thankful”

	11/29/25		First Sunday in Advent
						Hanging of the Greens
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY-NOVEMBER, 2026 
Bob Benford – November 4th 
Agnes Knowles Stevenson – November 9th (100 Years Young)
Debbie Deaton – November 10th
Clyde Howard – November 10th 
Elaine Ogburn – November 11th 
Mary Ann Howard – November 16th 
Joanne Corley – November 19th 
Dale Dixon – November 25th 
Eliana Horne – November 25th 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY-NOVEMBER, 2026
Meade and Randy Welch – November 26th 
		


FOR YOUR INFORMATION…


COMMUNICATIONS:  As you know, we have a new Facebook page.  Please request to be friends on “Laurel Hill Global Methodist Church”.  Also, communications are being sent out by e-mail and text.  If you are not receiving them, please be sure Ben has your information to include you and keep you up to date.  If you have messages to send out, let Ben know.  He is in the office every day from 9 AM to Noon.  The goal is to keep everyone informed of upcoming events, rehearsals, special services, etc.  Thanks for your help.


THE LADIES OF LAUREL HILL… The next Ladies of Laurel Hill meeting will be Tuesday, November 10 at 10:30 A.M.  We will prepare Thanksgiving cards for our shut-ins and plan what we will do for Christmas.  Bring one or two Thanksgiving card with you and we should have enough.  We will decide where we will eat out during the meeting.  


[image: Ichthys]FISH NEWS:                             		                                    

We were pleasantly surprised at the results of the fall FISH yard sale.  People were happy with the customer service – getting them boxes and baskets for their items and helping them get items to their vehicles. Many people expressed how appreciative they were for our yard sale.  They said it allowed them to get items they could not afford otherwise.  Our total profit was $6,837.12.  Thank the Lord for great weather and for a lot of support from our church members.  This was a successful sale that helped a lot of people.
 
We will collect the following for the next three months
November = Canned Tomatoes
December = Laundry detergent
January = Children’s toothpaste                                                                

MISSIONS TEAM REPORT
Operation Christmas Child—Help Needed

Come join the fun on SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7 at 10 AM.

Help with the Operation Christmas Child PACKING PARTY.

That’s right, it’s time to fill those shoe boxes.

All ya’ll have donated throughout the year wonderful gifts and toys.
Now, help pack the shoe boxes that SAMARITAN”S PURSE will distribute
all over the world. 

We can still use small story books, hats, nerf balls (no fluid inside) playing cards and other toys for 2-4 year olds. 
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MISSION TEAM NEWS - Stewardship of Time by Randy Welch

Too often Stewardship is narrowly viewed as tithing.  But one's time is a precious resource.

Meade and I view the deep sense of community at Laurel Hill as very special.  We undertake many mission-oriented opportunities just as normal day-to-day activities. As do so many others—freely giving their time to the church in myriad ways.  And these gifts of time end up being a blessing, and these blessings add up to memories that last.

I am reminded of this every Sunday just by looking at the large quilts that line the front wall of the sanctuary.  Jeanne Park made those many years ago.  Obviously, her gift of time and of her deed endures.  I remember to this day that her comments included “preach the gospel every day, and if necessary use words.”

Our Laurel Hill family practices this well.

It is rewarding to us to live in a strong and committed community at Laurel Hill.  Quiet lessons are observed each day from hands getting needs filled in all types of giving.

[image: Give to St. Matthias — St. Matthias Episcopal Church]




WEEKDAY SCHOOL NEWS: [image: ]
Our Weekday School program continues to thrive. Our students are very energetic and precious at the same time. Although there are some daily challenges we are experiencing, we continue to press on, praying that God will give us what we need to get through each day.

This month, we celebrate Thanksgiving! It’s a wonderful opportunity that we use to teach the students about helping others in our community. With that said, we are helping Henrico County Department of Social Services again this year with their Annual Thanksgiving Food Collection project. Starting now through Nov. 18, we are asking you to assist us by donating non-perishable food items for this mission. Each box will be prepared to feed a family of six. Last year, we were blessed to make 12 boxes. Listed below are the suggested food items. For your convenience, there will be collection bins in the Narthex and at the Main Office entrances to put the food items. On Thursday, Nov. 19 at 3:30pm, we will get the boxes ready to be delivered on Saturday, Nov. 21. If you are able to help prepare the boxes or with delivery, please let me know. Your assistance will definitely be appreciated. Thank you, in advance, for your assistance.

Suggested Food Items
Pancake / Waffle Mix		Mac & Cheese			Canned Fruit
Peanut Butter & Jelly		Spaghetti & Sauce			Canned Veggies
Canned Chicken Broth		Instant Mashed Potatoes		Canned Beans
Hot Chocolate Mix			Instant Rice				Canned Soup
Jell-O or Pudding Mix		Canned Cranberry Sauce		Canned Yams
Corn Muffin Mix			Club Crackers			Canned Pumpkin
Brownie Mix				Oatmeal				Gravy Mix
Stuffing Mix				Applesauce				Syrup

$20 cash towards the purchase of a turkey or ham. Please give all cash donations to either Barbara Wendel or me. We will purchase a gift card for each box with the money we receive.
[image: ]We hope you have a blessed Thanksgiving holiday.

Margo Keeles, Director
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