1 Samuel 16:1-13 | God
Looks at the Heart
Small group study

“ People look at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”

Introduction After Saul's failure as king, God sends Samuel to Bethlehem to anoint a new king
from Jesse's family. Samuel is immediately impressed by Eliab, Jesse's eldest son. But God
sees something Samuel cannot see. David, the youngest son, is not even invited to the
gathering. He is out tending sheep. Yet he is the one God chooses. This story invites us to
reflect on how easily we judge others by outward appearances and how differently God sees
people.

Opening Reflection

Has there been a person who surprised you as you got to know them better.. What was it about
that person that changed your first impression?

Read 1 Samuel 16:1-13 together.

1. Letting go of the past (vv. 1-3)

Samuel is still grieving over Saul when God calls him to a new task. Why do you think Samuel
finds it difficult to move forward? What might this teach us about trusting God when things do
not turn out as we hoped?

2. The danger of first impressions (vv. 6—7)

Even Samuel, an experienced prophet, assumes Eliab must be God's chosen king because of
his appearance. Why are we so easily impressed by appearance, personality, confidence, or
achievements? How might these impressions influence our judgments of others?

3. The one who was overlooked (vv. 8-11)

Why do you think Jesse did not volunteer David to Samuel?. What does David's absence
suggest about his place in the family? Have you ever felt overlooked or underestimated? How
did that experience affect you?

4. Seeing as God sees (v. 7)

God tells Samuel that He looks at the heart. What do you think this means? How might we look
beyond outward appearances? In what ways might this value change the way we see others?

5. Learning to discern together (vv. 12-13)

David was an unexpected choice, but God saw something others had missed. As a church
community, how might we become more attentive to people whose gifts, character, or potential
are easily overlooked? What might this passage teach us as we discern the kind of shepherd
God is calling to serve our congregation?

Closing Reflection and Prayer

Personal reflection: Who in your life might you need to see differently? And what might God be
inviting you to examine in your own heart? Prayer.



1 Samuel 16:1-13 | God
Looks at the Heart
Small group study

"B > BERIEEAIB AL ©

515 I RETRME - L 2B EATEEFIA - IR R B —A¥ £ - e
FERTEHR PR R ST AN ENSRA] - (H EWE R VB R AE R - Sy YETRIEE
EREWBFZNEIRG - ERFMIEAEINEREE © 280 > MIEE L ATy —(r - E{EkL

FRFERMSE - TMTEZEESIRIBINFAGEHIA > TR S UM EAR -
FZEE

FRAEERE AN EIRERA THEMEF > ARIREEESN 2 EAMEAAIE—BESE T IR0
BN ?

A [FIRE (FBEtHAC E) 16:1-13 -
Lgrr@dE (5% 1-361)

& LA B ER IS TR > M E IR - (REE BB E BRI LA RIS ? E51R
AP > EERFUETE LIRS ?

2. E—ENRIfEk (55 6-TH)

LB S E R EEE. WA DUN] SR H RS MR T REE s B & AT PR 1= - Ry(a FeMairt
BOWINE ~ (B~ BEERERATIR G | 7 iZ L EN S SCE A a2 BTt A HIERIE 2

3. e RMHVA i (55 8-1161)

RNE e BB ? AR R R A T (TR 2 2
4. DLERFHIHRYEE A (35 7 1)

ESHEEE. - HB AL » IR REREWRE (T ? RMTZOFBEESNRACE N ? EEEEES
WA RMTE R AR 520 ?

5. SE—[FIHE (55 12-1361)

RERE AR AEE - BE & T R AFTREHVRFE - (FRBGEEE - TOTZ T E T
LEREIY ~ S BB I A S BREHI A 2 E BB & R R IR E R Mg R - 2
Bt ST RE B R AT EE 2

GiRB L RS S

EASE = FEfRAEdnth > AR AReET R AR CE R ? B F IRt 5 C LTy
g ? 158 -



