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| want to continue our reflection on 1 Samuel this morning. The theme of this series is the
God who frames the stories of our lives. Without that frame, life can seem empty and even
pointless, especially when so much of it is taken up with ordinary, mundane things. What |
hope we are learning from the people in Samuel is that God is at work in our lives, even
when we cannot see clearly what he is doing.
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The choices we make can draw us into God's work of salvation in the world—or take us
away from it. We can live in the flow of God's grace, or we can choose a life of ungrace.
Saul's story reminds us of two things. God's intention is for our good. And even when we
choose another way, God does not abandon his saving purposes for humanity and the
world.
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Chapter 16 tells us how David was chosen after Saul failed to live faithfully with the
responsibility of kingship. As | mentioned last week, Saul's is a tragic story. He struggled to
believe that anyone, including God, could be so generous to him. In trying to secure and
possess the gift of kingship for himself, he let that gift slip away.
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We ended chapter 15 with a sense of loss. Saul was going his own way, while God
continued to seek the good of his people. Chapter 16 begins with Samuel mourning over
Saul.
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Perhaps he was disappointed in Saul, and perhaps even in himself for failing to guide him.
But God comes to Samuel in his grief and tells him that his work is not finished. He must go
to Bethlehem, to Jesse's household, and offer a sacrifice. Samuel is an old man now,
making his way to carry out this task.
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When he arrives, the elders are afraid. Samuel is not someone who casually drops in for
tea! He has been a larger-than-life figure in Israel as prophet and judge. If | were one of the
elders, I might wonder: Why is Samuel here? What does he want? And will receiving him
put us in King Saul's bad books? News of Samuel's break with Saul may well have spread.
So they ask, 'Do you come in peace?' Samuel replies, 'l come in peace.' He tells them he
has come to sacrifice, and he invites Jesse and his family to join him.
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It is Jesse's family—descendants of Ruth the Moabite—that God has chosen to visit as
Samuel searches for Saul's successor. Jesse presents his sons before Samuel, who is
eager to discover which one the Lord has chosen.
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The first son is Eliab: tall and handsome, a man's man. In many ways, his stature reminds
Samuel of Saul. You can almost imagine him commanding attention as he enters the room.
Surely Samuel thinks, 'This is the guy!" | mean, just look at him.
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We are often told that first impressions influence hiring decisions, sometimes within
moments. And outward appearance matters greatly in our culture. Otherwise, why would we
spend so much on cosmetics and fashion? Even the prophet Samuel is easily impressed by
what he sees.
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Jesse then brings Abinadab, Shammabh, and five other sons before him. Perhaps Jesse has
presented them in the order he considers most promising. Yet none is chosen. Imagine his
confusion, especially when the sons he is most proud of are passed over.
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Finally Samuel asks, 'Are these all your sons?' What a revealing question! We do not know
how much time has passed, but Samuel must be wondering why the one God has chosen

is not among them. And the fact that he has to ask suggests that Jesse did not think David
worth mentioning. Surely anyone of importance in the family was already in the room!
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‘Well, yes,' Jesse replies. "There is one more—the youngest. He's out looking after the
sheep.' The one left out of the gathering is the one God has in mind. Norman Archer, in his
commentary on David, makes this observation:
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“...it would seem to me that David lived in a family that ignored him, did not understand him,
and did not sympathize with his dreams...It is my opinion that David was in the unfortunate
predicament of being the unblessed son...
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It is fascinating to read the psalms and see how they express the turmoil of David’s

heart...Psalm 51, he writes...’...Behold | was shaped in iniquity; and in sin did my mother
conceived me....; Psalm 25:7 “Remember not the sin of my youth Psalm 27:10... When my
father and mother forsake me...;...” David, Normon Archer, p. 12 -14)
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Archer's reading invites us to wonder what it was like for David growing up in Jesse's
household. The psalms speak honestly of sin, loneliness, and anguish, though they do not
tell us for certain how David was treated as a child. But notice what happens here. Jesse
has brought seven sons before Samuel, and David isn't among them.
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Samuel has to ask if there is another. Isn't that revealing? David was old enough to be
entrusted with the family's sheep—an important part of their livelihood—yet apparently not



considered important enough to be brought before Samuel. We cannot say that Jesse did
not love him. But on this occasion, David was clearly overlooked.
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Eugene Peterson makes this commentary: “...the Hebrew word is baby brother — haggaton
- .. carries undertones of insignificance, of not counting for very much — certainly not a
prime candidate for prestigious work. The family runt.”
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And that gives weight to Peterson's observation, doesn't it? The youngest, the one who
didn't seem to count for very much, was the very person God had come looking for. Samuel
insists that they send for David. When David arrives, the Lord makes it clear: this is the one
he has chosen. Not because being overlooked makes someone more worthy, but because
God's choice is not governed by the outward measures that impress us. As we will see, the
Lord looks at the heart.
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This choice brings to mind Paul's words to the Corinthian church. Among their many
struggles, the Corinthians argued over who was most spiritual. Paul writes in 1 Corinthians
1:28-29:
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God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are
not—to nullify the things that are, 2° so that no one may boast before him?*
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David, the youngest in Jesse's family—haggaton, the one left outside with the sheep—is
anointed to become king. His story will occupy a remarkable place in the biblical narrative.
And through David's family line, the story will eventually lead us to Jesus.
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Lhe Holy Bible : Today's New International Version. 2005 (1 Co 1:28-29). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.
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So what does David's story tell us about our story in God's greater story?
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For me, one important lesson is this:
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1. God chooses ordinary people for extraordinary work.

— ~ BRI - RRGEAPLAYE

That matters because many of us feel that we do not quite measure up. Think about
standing in line at the grocery store, surrounded by magazine covers of impossibly beautiful
people. None of those people seems to be standing in our line at Superstore! The people
around us—and perhaps we ourselves—Ilook nothing like those polished photographs.
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But this passage reminds us that, in God's economy, we all matter. Ordinary people, without
status or recognition, have a place in his purposes. God's choice is not a popularity contest.
It is not based simply on appearance, credentials, or the abilities we think someone might
have.
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That is very different from the values of our culture. We judge people by appearance, but
also by titles and qualifications, as though having more degrees automatically makes a
person wiser or more capable.
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Those with the right credentials become the 'experts.' In the church, we sometimes make a
similar distinction between 'clergy' and 'laity," as though clergy were expert Christians. Yes,
clergy may have the opportunity for focused training and study of God's Word. But that does
not make us spiritual experts. We are fellow pilgrims, set apart by our communities of faith,
called to devote time to Scripture and prayer for the good of God's people.
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| have studied theology for most of my adult life. When | was younger, | was much more
confident that | understood God and his ways. But the older | get, and the more | learn, the
more | realize how little | know. God is more mysterious to me now than he was in my
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youth. And I find that | need more faith, not less, to continue this journey. So 'expert' is not a
word | would use for clergy. When it comes to God, we are all learners.

FREAE 2 SR BT BT [RIEES S 1 - AV > FREEBAIE » miSECHA 1w >
HE TS50 o (BEDMA - SRS > TG I B CHIERZ 200 - WHSRW > B
Ay 7 EE AR I B IR © PRt A B - BARSEX TSRS > FEAVAZEDHIE 0
MEEZ - il A LRI ENE - WENNR L » BATEZFIHIA -

Eugene Peterson makes this observation: “Our culture holds experts and professionals in a
regard that’s inflated out of all proportion to reality. The corollary of this is that we regard the
lay person as a near idiot, competent only when consulting with or deferring to the expert.
The consequences aren’t encouraging...” (Leap Over a Wall, p. 18). He goes on to ask
whether surrendering so much of our judgment to experts and professionals—including
religious experts—has really made our lives better.
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Think of the economic crisis that surrounded the original writing of this sermon. Who led
people into that mess? It was not people like my in-laws, who saved and spent only what
they had. Many of the damaging decisions came from people regarded as experts in
mortgages, financial products, and markets. Expertise has its place, of course. But we
should not confuse expertise with wisdom.
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Thankfully, God sees ordinary people. And it is often among people who seem to have little
to offer that God does remarkable things. David is called and set apart while he is still the
youngest son, out tending sheep. The passage gives us no reason to think that God has
chosen the wrong person.
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David—the one outside, the one easily overlooked—is anointed as Israel's future king. And
from his family line will come Jesus of Nazareth, the Saviour of the world. Who in Jesse's
household or in Bethlehem could have imagined that?
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The challenge for Samuel, and for us, is to look beyond appearances. We are quick to form
judgments about people, often before we know them. But people are more than what meets
the eye. We need to listen, to pray, and to make room for a person's heart and character to
become known. And that, my friends, takes time.
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That brings me to the second observation:
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2. God looks at the heart. In verse 7 we read:
=~ EE AN o BTN

“Do not consider his appearance or his height, for | have rejected him. The Lord does not
look at the things human beings look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the
Lord looks at the heart.” (1 Samuel 16:7)
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If the heart is what God looks at, then surely we ought to give attention to cultivating it.
However, our hearts can deceive us. Jeremiah describes the human heart as deceitful and
desperately wicked (Jeremiah 17:9). But that is not the end of the story. By God's Word and
Spirit, our hearts can be shaped toward trust, joy, and goodness. Listen to these passages
from the Psalms:
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7 1 will praise the Lord, who counsels me even at night my heart instructs me.8 | keep my
eyes always on the Lord. With him at my right hand, | will not be shaken.9 Therefore my
heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest secure
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Psalm 77:3-6
& 77:3-6

3 | remembered you, God, and | groaned; | meditated, and my spirit grew faint.4 You kept
my eyes from closing; | was too troubled to speak.5 | thought about the former days, the
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years of long ago;6 | remembered my songs in the night. My heart meditated and my spirit
asked:
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Psalm 119:9 - 11
19$E119:9-11

9 How can those who are young keep their way pure? By living according to your word.10 |
seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray from your commands.11 | have hidden your

word in my heart that | might not sin against you.
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Training our hearts is perhaps one of the most important disciplines we can develop in our
spiritual lives Why is this important? Henri Nouwen notes that our hearts are naturally
crowded with what he calls the "false self"—the part of us that tries to prove our worth
through what we do, what we have, and what people think of us. It takes time to train your
hearts. It takes solitude and prayer in God’s word to slowly root out the false self...It does
not take more knowledge, but more time - not more studying but more praying God’s word
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David spent many days with the sheep, away from the bustle of his family. | imagine he had
time to ponder, to pray, and to play. In the psalms associated with David, we encounter
struggles with sin, questions of faith, doubts, and fears. Perhaps that is why the psalms
bring us such comfort. They speak so openly about the human struggle, yet again and
again point us toward hope in God. We cannot know exactly how those early days shaped
David, but they remind us that time spent out of public view is not necessarily time wasted.
God can be at work there, too.
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If ever we needed to cultivate our hearts, it is in this noisy, hurried, competitive world. Left
unattended, the heart can become overgrown. But with care, and by God's grace, it can
become a place where goodness grows. Let me tell you a story.
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My wife grew up on a beautiful piece of property. When | was dating her, | used to visit her
at her parents' home. | had never walked on grass so soft. We would go barefoot, and the
grass was so lush that you could see our footprints. In front of the renovated farmhouse
was a large garden that produced the sweetest corn | have ever tasted. Our children grew
up playing on that wonderful land. Apples and pears, raspberries and strawberries seemed
to grow everywhere. There were roses, dahlias, tulips, and sunflowers. In spring and
summer, the property was full of colour.
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Eventually my in-laws retired and sold the property to someone who promised to care for it.
But the buyer wanted to develop the land. When it became clear that it could not be
subdivided or developed, the new owner lost interest. Grace went back to walk around the
property some time later. The flowers were gone. The house was gone. Many of the fruit
trees were gone. The raspberries, the lawn, the garden—all gone, replaced by wild grass.
Only the great cedar and spruce trees remained. It was almost as if no one had ever lived
there.
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That garden did not become beautiful by accident. Someone had cared for it, year after
year. And when that care stopped, it slowly disappeared. Our hearts also need tending.
Jeremiah's warning about the deceitful heart is serious, but it need not be the final word.
With the help of God's Word and Spirit, our hearts can be changed into hearts that trust
God and love what is right.
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As we continue David's story, we will discover that he is a man like us, with many faults. He
does not always get things right. Yet one important difference between David and Saul is
the way David responds when confronted with his wrongdoing. David, too, can resist and
fail; but he eventually acknowledges his sin and seeks God's mercy. We will explore that
more in the weeks ahead.
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The point is not that David is a superhuman being. It is that God works through ordinary,
flawed people whose hearts remain open to correction and change. May we learn to
cultivate the hard ground of our hearts so that the seed of God's Word, watered by the Holy
Spirit, may bear fruit for God's glory and the good of others. Amen.
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Before we participate in communion, | want to ask you and | to look into our own hearts.
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1. 1. Imagine your heart opened before the Lord this morning. What would he see?
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*  As you examine your heart, where do you need to invite the Spirit of God to help
you?
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* Are there issues you need to release?
HEAMT2HBE - BAIRFER Y ?

*  Are there wounds that need healing?
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* Is there someone you need to forgive?
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* Is there someone you need to ask for forgiveness?
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* Do you need to believe again?
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Think about the people in your life. How might you look beyond appearances and see the
person beneath the surface?
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