October 30, 2026

Faithful, Not Responsible for Results

October Series: Love Your Neighbor
Week Focus: For the One

Scripture — 2 Corinthians 5:20 (NIV) — “We are therefore Christ’'s ambassadors, as though
God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to
God.”

Devotional Reflection

GOD HAS CALLED US TO BE FAITHFUL WITNESSES, NOT TO TAKE THE PLACE OF THE
SAVIOR. In 2 Corinthians 5:20, the apostle Paul describes his ministry and that of his coworkers
as representing Christ and proclaiming God’s message of reconciliation. That same gospel has
been entrusted to the church to make known as we fulfill Christ's commission to be His
witnesses. Paul understood that the message of reconciliation did not originate with him, nor did
he possess the power to save those who heard it. God had acted through Jesus Christ to make
reconciliation possible, and Paul had been entrusted with proclaiming that truth. This distinction
is essential to our understanding of evangelism. We are called to make Christ known, but
salvation belongs to God. JESUS IS THE SAVIOR. WE ARE HIS WITNESSES.

Sometimes, the responsibility of reaching others can feel overwhelming because we begin
carrying expectations God never placed upon us. We may hesitate to share our faith because
we fear saying the wrong thing, being rejected, or failing to convince someone to believe. We
may become discouraged when a person we have prayed for continues to resist the gospel. Yet
our responsibility is not to control another person’s response. We are called to pray,
demonstrate genuine love, speak the truth with humility, and faithfully communicate the good
news of Jesus Christ. FAITHFULNESS IS NOT MEASURED SOLELY BY THE RESPONSE
WE RECEIVE, BUT BY OUR OBEDIENCE TO THE LORD WHO HAS SENT US.

This does not mean that results are unimportant or that we should approach evangelism without
genuine concern for people’s salvation. Paul urged others to be reconciled to God because he
understood the seriousness of sin and the necessity of salvation through Jesus Christ. The
gospel is not simply an invitation to become more religious, attend church, or improve personal
behavior. It is the good news that Jesus Christ lived without sin, died for our sins, and rose
again so that those who repent and believe in Him may receive forgiveness and eternal life. We
should communicate this message clearly and compassionately, while recognizing that only God
can bring about the spiritual transformation that salvation requires. WE CAN FAITHFULLY
PRESENT THE GOSPEL, BUT WE CANNOT PRODUCE THE NEW LIFE THAT ONLY
CHRIST CAN GIVE.



As you reflect on the people God has placed within your circle of influence, release the pressure
to manufacture an outcome while refusing to abandon your responsibility to witness. Perhaps
you have been praying for a family member for years, encouraging a friend who seems
uninterested, or hoping for an opportunity to speak with someone about Jesus. Continue
praying. Continue demonstrating compassion. Continue looking for appropriate opportunities to
share the gospel. If a conversation does not produce an immediate response, do not assume
your faithfulness was wasted. Trust God with what you cannot control, and remain obedient in
what He has called you to do. YOUR RESPONSIBILITY IS FAITHFULNESS; THE POWER TO
SAVE BELONGS TO GOD.

¢4 FOCUS FOR TODAY

We are responsible for faithfully representing Jesus Christ and sharing His gospel, while
trusting God with the results.

4¢ PRACTICE

e Return to the person you have been praying for this week. Consider whether fear,
discouragement, or expectations about their response have influenced your willingness
to reach out.

e Pray for that person today, asking God to work in their heart and give you patience as
you continue demonstrating His love.

e Examine whether fear of rejection or pressure to produce results has prevented you from
sharing your faith.

e Look for one appropriate opportunity to speak about Jesus Christ, remembering that
your responsibility is to communicate the gospel faithfully, not to control how someone
responds.

/. PRAYER

Heavenly Father, thank You for reconciling sinners to Yourself through Jesus Christ and
entrusting us with the message of reconciliation. Forgive me for the times | have allowed fear,
discouragement, or the pressure to produce results to keep me from sharing my faith. Through
Your Holy Spirit, give me courage to speak Your truth, compassion to love others sincerely, and
patience to trust Your work in their lives. Help me remain faithful in prayer, intentional in my
relationships, and clear in communicating the gospel. Remind me that Jesus alone is the Savior
and that my calling is to represent Him faithfully.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.



#. REFLECTION QUESTION

Am | allowing fear of someone’s response or pressure to produce results to keep me
from faithfully sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ?
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