Weavers Writings Written by Bill Weaver

Against the flow

Have you ever tried walking against the current of the ocean or a flowing river? It takes effort,
determination, and a willingness to keep moving even when everything around you is pushing in the
opposite direction. Stop moving, and the current will carry you wherever it is going.

Living the Christian life is much the same way. We live in a world that is constantly trying to shape
the way we think, the things we value, and the choices we make. Society tells us that truth is relative,
morality is a matter of personal preference, and happiness comes from doing whatever feels right.
The current of our culture is strong, and it is often easier to simply go along than to stand against it.

But Jesus never called His followers to go with the flow. He called us to be different. In John 17:14-
16, Jesus prayed for His disciples, saying, "They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world".
Notice that Jesus did not pray for His followers to be removed from the world. In fact, in verse 15 He
specifically prayed, "I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from
the evil one.” That is the challenge of Christian living, we must live in the world without allowing the
world to live in us.

There will be times when following Christ requires us to swim against the current. When the world
encourages dishonesty, we must speak the truth. When the world celebrates immorality, we must
pursue purity. When the world promotes selfishness, we must demonstrate love and service. When
the world tells us to compromise our convictions to fit in, we must remain faithful to God's Word.

Yet, being different does not mean being distant, unkind, or selfrighteous. Jesus was the perfect
example of someone who lived in the world without becoming like it. He associated with sinners,
showed compassion to the hurting, and reached out to those whom society rejected. Yet He never
compromised the truth or participated in sin. Jesus did not become like the world to reach the world.
He showed the world what it meant to live for God. That should be our goal as well.

Every day, we must decide if we will allow the current of the world to determine our direction, or
will we allow the Word of God to guide our steps. A dead fish can float downstream, but it takes a
living fish to swim against the current. In much the same way, a living faith is demonstrated by our
willingness to follow Christ even when the world is moving in the opposite direction. Don't be
surprised when following Jesus means going against the flow. Be concerned when your life is moving
comfortably in the same direction as a world that has rejected Him. We are in the world, but we do
not belong to it. We belong to Christ. And that should make all the difference
in how we live.

If you need a prayer request Added, updated, or removed, please use the back of the welcome card and place the card
in the collection plate. Or, you may email “request to pgretampabay.rr.com” or text 352-601-7306.

PGR Family Prayer Request

Nan Feeser recovering from a fall & 3 fractured ribs, Jim Audett recovering from surgery

Friends & Family Prayer Request

David Clark’s Family (former members)loss of Dave on 10/26
Dorthy Romango & Michelle loss of Harry Romango (Patti Jolly’s Uncle)

Ongoing Prayer Needs

Ruth Wilson (Jeff’s Mother), Dorthy Rice (Linda Weavers Sister), Dawn (Mark Smith’s Sister) Lolly Wilson,
Wayne & Shelby Jordan, Joy West, Margaret Gay, India Mission, Polly Fernandez (Hoover), LuAnn Sweet
(Theado), Sue Wolf, Barbara Ramsay, Gail Wyman, Sara Everhart, Marinette Draine, Larry Tedrow (Elgin),
Neil Gallery (Gallery), April DeStefano (Wyman), Beverly Turbee (Roberts), Eric & Rachel Giboney (Steele),
Jamie Kita (Maitland),Shannon Flanagin (George), Steve & Kathy Hoelzer (Theado),

Penny Johnson (Elgin)

Those Serving Our Country

Garret Wyman, Courtney Towels (Barnes), Jon Carroll (Roberts)
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Welcome Visitors

Good morning visitors. Thank you for being here today. We feel
blessed to have this opportunity to worship with you. Please
take a moment to fill out a visitor’s card. Place the card in the
collection plate. You may also text “Guest at 321-231-4092.”

November 1, 2026
Life Together: A Call to Fellowship

And let us
consider how
we may spur
one another
on toward
love and

cood deeds,
Hebrews

10:24
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college age. Also any adults interested

in potentially being a mentor are
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encouraged to attend.

If you would like to find out more about

the opportunities to be involved with this

program, please join us after Worship on
11/15 in the annex.
Lunch will be served.

Use to Download
Church App

Any questions about the program can be

directed to Brian or Heather Wyman

Wonderful Wednesdays at PGR
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