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Welcome & Announcements

Thanksgiving for the Saints

A reading from Hebrews

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us
also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run
with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the
pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set
before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his
seat at the right hand of the throne of God. (Hebrews 12:1-2)

The bell will be rung three times.

Since All Saints’ Day last year, we have rejoiced together to welcome and
give thanks for these beloved children of God who have been baptized
into Christ at Mt Olivet:

Beau Dardanes

Deb Rose

Luca Kingsley

In the waters of the font, O God, you bind us together with the baptized
saints of every time and place. We give thanks.
We give thanks.
We have also mourned together the deaths of our beloved ones
who have completed their baptismal journey and now rest with all the
saints in light. We remember them with thanksgiving and prayer.
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O God of the pilgrim’s way, we give thanks for those in generations
past who have been examples for us of God’s love at work in the world.
As we pray, we know that we are surrounded by this great, rejoicing
cloud of witnesses. Yet even as we name these holy ancestors, we thank
God for others whose names we never knew or have forgotten, who
showed us the meaning of life in Christ.

The bell will be rung three times.
For these beloved ones of Mt Olivet, we remember today with gratitude
for the gift they were for us and others.

Esther Toepfer

Gerrie Clay

Karen Taylor

We give thanks.
We give thanks.

For all our dearly departed loved ones of every time and place.
Congregation may come forward to light candles for these loved ones.

We give thanks.
We give thanks.

Holy God, we honor these, our ancestors in faith and members of our
family.
We, too, seek to do your will: guide us.
We, too, desire to be your servants: strengthen us.
We, too, long to know you clearly: teach us.
And in time, bring us to our eternal home of peace and joy.
Amen.

The bell will be rung three times.



Gathering Hymn: Rise Up, O Saints of God! (ELW 669)
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I Rise up, O saints of God! From vain am - bi- tions turn;
2 Speak out, O saints of God! De - spair en - gulfs earth’s frame;
3 Rise up, O saints of God! The  king-dom’s task em - brace;
4  Give heed, O saints of God! Cre - a - tion cries in pain;
5 Com - mit your hearts to seek the paths which Christ has  trod;
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Christ rose tri - um-phant that your hearts with no - bler zeal might burn.
as heirs of God’s bap - tis- mal grace, the word of hope pro-claim.
re - dress sin’s cru - el con - se-quence; give jus - tice larg - er place.
stretch forth your hand of heal-ing now, with love the weak sus - tain.
and, quick-ened by the Spir-it’s pow’r, rise up, O saints of God!
Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in
the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to
follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to know
the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



First Reading: Revelation 7:9-17

The book of Revelation is written to seven churches in western Asia Minor during
a time of great oppression. Today'’s reading is a response to the question asked
in 6:17: “Who is able to stand?” The writer gives the faithful the assurance of
God'’s protection and a vision of victory.

? After this | looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count,
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before
the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their
hands. 1°They cried out in a loud voice, saying,

“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!”
"And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four
living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped
God, ?singing,

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom

and thanksgiving and honor

and power and might

be to our God forever and everl Amen.”

13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in
white, and where have they come from#?” 14| said to him, “Sir, you are the one
who knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the
great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood
of the Lamb.

15For this reason they are before the throne of God

and worship him day and night within his temple,

and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
16They will hunger no more and thirst no more;

the sun will not strike them,

nor any scorching heat,

17for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,

and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,

and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



Psalm: Psalm 34:1-10,22
I | will bless the Lord at all times;
the praise of God shall ever be in my mouth.
2| will glory in the Lord;
let the lowly hear and rejoice.
3Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord;
let us exalt God’s name together.
41 sought the Lord, who answered me
and delivered me from all my terrors.
5Look upon the Lord and be radiant,
and let not your faces be ashamed.
¢1 called in my affliction, and the Lord heard me
and saved me from all my troubles.
’The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear the Lord
and delivers them.
8Taste and see that the Lord is good;
happy are they who take refuge in God!
? Fear the Lord, you saints of the Lord,
for those who fear the Lord lack nothing.
10The lions are in want and suffer hunger,
but those who seek the Lord lack nothing that is good.
220 Lord, you redeem the life of your servants,
and those who put their frust in you will not be punished.




Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-3

A saint is one who has been set apart by God for God'’s purposes. God, out of
divine love, set us apart to be the children of God. Our holy hope is that we shall
see God as God really is.

1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of
God, and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it
did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not
yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like
him, for we will see him as he is. 3 And all who have this hope in him purify
themselves, just as he is pure.

Gospel Acclamation

Al -le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al - le - lu - ia.

Holy Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12
In the Beatitudes, Jesus provides a unique description of those who are blessed
with God'’s favor. His teaching is surprising and shocking to those who seek
wealth, fame, and confrol over others.
'When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down,
his disciples came to him. 2And he began to speak and taught them, saying:

3"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4"Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

5"“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

¢“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be
filled.

7"Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

?“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for
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theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11"Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your
reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets
who were before you.”

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Children’s Sermon

Sermon



Hymn of the Day: For All the Saints verses 1-4 (ELW 422)
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Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
United with the great cloud of withesses, we offer our prayers for the
church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Fill your church with mercy and humility as we proclaim the gospel in our
worship and withess in the world. Renew and inspire all who preach and
teach among us.

God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Restore all lands suffering from ecological degradation. Protect soils and
waterways. Point us toward innovative ways of living in harmony and joy
with creation.

God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Unite the nations in their actions toward justice and peace. Raise up
leaders who listen deeply for the needs of their communities, and surround
the election process with wisdom and discernment.

God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Bring comfort and care to all who are in need, especially all who mourn
this day. Sustain any who are weary, experiencing loneliness, or struggling
with chronic iliness (especially).

God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Nurture programs and communities that support elders and those who are
homebound. Bless caregivers, nurses, chaplains, social workers, and
hospice staff. Guide this congregation’s ministry with seniors and their
families.

God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

With grateful hearts we remember all who have died and now rest from
their labors (those who have died in the past year may be named). Fill us
with songs of praise until we too are gathered at your side.

God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Into your steadfast love, faithful God, we entrust all for whom we pray, in
the name of Jesus, your beloved. Amen.

Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

Offering
Offering: Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 184)
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Offering Prayer

Eternal God, our time, talents, and treasures are gifts from you. Receive what we
offer, and all that you entrust to us, until hungry no more, all the world is fed,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ.

By the withess of your saints you show us the hope of our calling and strengthen
us to run the race set before us, that we may delight in your mercy and rejoice
with them in glory.

And so, with Esther, Gerrie, and Karen and all the saints, with the choirs of angels
and all the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Thanksgiving at the Table

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry,
comel

Holy Communion
Communion Song:
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Post Communion Blessing
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace. Amen.

Prayer after Communion

Holy God, we have received your never-ending mercy in this meal. You
continuously seek the lost, bind the injured, and feed your people abundantly.
Now send us out, awake to your presence, now and forever. Amen.

Blessing
The holy Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you with wisdom to welcome
the reign of God, today and always. Amen.
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Sending Song: Oh When the Saints Go Marching In (ACS 950)
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1 Oh, when the saints go march-ing  in, oh, when the
2 Oh, when the Lord in glo - ry comes, oh, when the
3 Oh, when the new world  is re - vealed, oh, when the
4 Oh, when they gath - er round the throne, oh, when they
5 And on that hal - le - lu - jah  day, and on that
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saints go  march - ing in, O Lord, I want to be in that
Lord in glo - ry comes, O Lord, I want to be in that
new world is re - vealed, O Lord, I want to be in that
gath - er round the throne, O Lord, I want to be in that
hal - le - 1lu - jah day, O Lord,I want to be in that
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num-ber when the saints go march - ing in.
num- ber when the Lord in glo - ry comes.
num-ber when the new world is e vealed.
num-ber when they gath - er round the throne.
num-ber on that hal - le - lu - jah day.
Dismissal

Go in peace. Encourage one another.

Thanks be to God.
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Announcements

Reformation Potluck - Today!: Our annual Mt. Olivet Reformation Potluck
will be held Sunday, Nov. 1. Doors open right at 5:30pm in the basement
of LaPoste (1219 Warford). Bring a friend and a German themed dish to
share and enjoy dinner with your church family! Drinks will be available for
purchase. If you have questions, please talk to Kendra Norman.

30 Days of Thanks! In Nov. we will be stuffing the altar for the Perry
Emergency Food Pantry. The pantry is often able to purchase very
affordable pantry staples from the Food Bank of lowa with the donated
funds it receives, but they are always in need of items that help make a
meal taste better or help round out a meal. These items are not generally
available from the Food Bank. Think things like jelly, ketchup, mustard, bbg
sauce, side dish items (like pasta salad, potato orrice dishes),
chili/potato/other hearty soups, pickles, salt and pepper, cake mixes,
frosting, crackers, coffee, tea, drink mixes, jello, sugar, pudding, oatmeal,
hamburger/tuna/chicken helpers, etc. Also needed are laundry soap,
paper towels, women's deodorant, and diapers (especially sizes 5, 6, 7).
Youth Group: A youth group for middle and high school students will be
forming soon. Our first meeting will be Sunday, Nov. 8 from 5-7pm and we
will meet at Mt. Olivet. Our friends from First Christian Church will be joining
us for our monthly meetings and youth are always welcome to bring a
friend or two.

Bread Breakers: Join us for lunch and fellowship on November 18" at
noon!

Office Hours: Pastor Kimberly is in the office on Mondays and Wednesdays.
Thursdays she will be splitting her time between Immanuel and Mt. Olivet,
so if you would like to see her on that day, please call ahead so she can
be sure to be in town. You can call the church number (515) 465- 5298
and it will ring to Pastor’s cell phone if she is not in the office.
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