Leviticus 22(Do Not Profane God’s Name)

Lev 22:1 The LORD said to Moses,

Lev 22:2 "Tell Aaron and his sons to treat with respect the sacred
offerings the Israelites consecrate to me, so they will not profane my
holy name. I am the LORD.

Lev 22:3 "Say to them: 'For the generations to come, if any of your
descendants is ceremonially unclean and yet comes near the sacred
offerings that the Israelites consecrate to the LORD, that person must
be cut off from my presence. I am the LORD.

Lev 22:4 "'If a descendant of Aaron has a defiling skin disease or a
bodily discharge, he may not eat the sacred offerings until he is
cleansed. He will also be unclean if he touches something defiled by a
corpse or by anyone who has an emission of semen,

Lev 22:5 or if he touches any crawling thing that makes him unclean,
or any person who makes him unclean, whatever the uncleanness may
be.

Lev 22:6 The one who touches any such thing will be unclean till
evening. He must not eat any of the sacred offerings unless he has
bathed himself with water.

Lev 22:7 When the sun goes down, he will be clean, and after that he
may eat the sacred offerings, for they are his food.

Lev 22:8 He must not eat anything found dead or torn by wild
animals, and so become unclean through it. I am the LORD.

Lev 22:9 "'The priests are to perform my service in such a way that
they do not become guilty and die for treating it with contempt. I am
the LORD, who makes them holy.

Lev 22:10 "'No one outside a priest's family may eat the sacred
offering, nor may the guest of a priest or his hired worker eat it.

Lev 22:11 But if a priest buys a slave with money, or if slaves are
born in his household, they may eat his food.

Lev 22:12 1If a priest's daughter marries anyone other than a priest,
she may not eat any of the sacred contributions.

Lev 22:13 But if a priest's daughter becomes a widow or is divorced,
yet has no children, and she returns to live in her father's household
as in her youth, she may eat her father's food. No unauthorized
person, however, may eat it.

Lev 22:14 "Anyone who eats a sacred offering by mistake must make
restitution to the priest for the offering and add a fifth of the value to

it.
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Lev 22:15 The priests must not desecrate the sacred offerings the
Israelites present to the LORD

Lev 22:16 by allowing them to eat the sacred offerings and so bring
upon them guilt requiring payment. I am the LORD, who makes them
holy."

Acceptable Offerings

Lev 22:17 The LORD said to Moses,

Lev 22:18 "Speak to Aaron and his sons and to all the Israelites and
say to them: 'If any of you--whether an Israelite or a foreigner
residing in Israel--presents a gift for a burnt offering to the LORD,
either to fulfill a vow or as a freewill offering,

Lev 22:19 you must present a male without defect from the cattle,
sheep or goats in order that it may be accepted on your behalf.

Lev 22:20 Do not bring anything with a defect, because it will not be
accepted on your behalf.

Lev 22:21 When anyone brings from the herd or flock a fellowship
offering to the LORD to fulfill a special vow or as a freewill offering, it
must be without defect or blemish to be acceptable.

Lev 22:22 Do not offer to the LORD the blind, the injured or the
maimed, or anything with warts or festering or running sores. Do not
place any of these on the altar as a food offering presented to the
LORD.

Lev 22:23 You may, however, present as a freewill offering an ox or a
sheep that is deformed or stunted, but it will not be accepted in
fulfillment of a vow.

Lev 22:24 You must not offer to the LORD an animal whose testicles
are bruised, crushed, torn or cut. You must not do this in your own
land,

Lev 22:25 and you must not accept such animals from the hand of a
foreigner and offer them as the food of your God. They will not be
accepted on your behalf, because they are deformed and have
defects."

Lev 22:26 The LORD said to Moses,

Lev 22:27 "When a calf, a lamb or a goat is born, it is to remain with
its mother for seven days. From the eighth day on, it will be
acceptable as a food offering presented to the LORD.

Lev 22:28 Do not slaughter a cow or a sheep and its young on the
same day.
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Lev 22:29 "When you sacrifice a thank offering to the LORD, sacrifice
it in such a way that it will be accepted on your behalf.

Lev 22:30 It must be eaten that same day; leave none of it till
morning. I am the LORD.

Lev 22:31 "Keep my commands and follow them. I am the LORD.

Lev 22:32 Do not profane my holy name, for I must be acknowledged
as holy by the Israelites. I am the LORD, who made you holy

Lev 22:33 and who brought you out of Egypt to be your God. I am the
LORD."

Leviticus 22 establishes strict standards of ceremonial purity for Aaron's
priesthood and mandates that offerings presented to God must be
unblemished, emphasizing that approaching a holy God requires reverence,
proper boundaries, and the best quality rather than carelessness.

Key Themes and Significance
e Priestly Purity and Accountability (Verses 1-16)

o Priests who were ceremonially unclean (due to skin diseases, bodily discharges,
touching a corpse, or similar defilements) were forbidden from eating or
handling the sacred offerings.

o Anunclean priest had to wash and wait until evening to be restored. Violating
this rule risked being "cut off" from God's presence or incurring severe guilt.

o Strict household rules governed who could eat the sacred food (only members
of a priest's immediate family, home born slaves, or a returned childless
widowed/divorced daughter; outsiders and hired servants were excluded).
Unintentional consumption required paying back the full value plus a 20%
penalty.

e Perfection of Sacrificial Offerings (Verses 17-25)

o Animals brought for vows or freewill offerings had to be healthy, male, and
without blemish.

o Animals that were blind, bruised, maimed, diseased, or castrated were strictly
rejected, teaching that worship requires offering God one's best rather than
damaged leftovers.
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e Compassion and Order in Nature (Verses 26-33)

o Newborn animals had to remain with their mothers for at least seven days
before being offered, and slaughtering a mother animal and her young on the
same day was forbidden, reflecting respect for life and natural order.

o Thanksgiving sacrifices had to be eaten the same day they were offered.

Leviticus 22 connects to Jesus and the New Testament as a foreshadowing of
Christ’s purity, His role as the ultimate High Priest, and His identity as the
unblemished sacrifice. Rather than being a set of rules Christians still follow, the
chapter points forward to how Jesus fulfilled the Old Covenant and opened
direct access to God.

1. The Unblemished Sacrifice (Leviticus 22:19-24)

e The Old Testament Law: Leviticus 22 commands that animal offerings (cattle, sheep, or
goats) must be completely free of defects. Animals that were blind, bruised, crushed,
broken, or diseased were strictly rejected.

¢ New Testament Fulfillment: These physical requirements symbolize the moral and
spiritual perfection of Jesus. The New Testament explicitly identifies Christ as the
spotless and unblemished lamb:

o 1 Peter 1:18-19 notes that believers are redeemed "with the precious blood of
Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect."

e 1Pe 1:13 Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober,
set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus
Christ is revealed at his coming.

e 1Pe 1:14 As obedient children, do not conform to the evil
desires you had when you lived in ignorance.

e 1Pe 1:15 But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all
you do;

e 1Pe 1:16 foritis written: "Be holy, because I am holy."

e 1Pe 1:17 Since you call on a Father who judges each person's
work impartially, live out your time as foreigners here in
reverent fear.

e 1Pe 1:18 For you know that it was not with perishable things
such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty
way of life handed down to you from your ancestors,
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1Pe 1:19 but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without
blemish or defect.

1Pe 1:20 He was chosen before the creation of the world, but
was revealed in these last times for your sake.

1Pe 1:21 Through him you believe in God, who raised him from
the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in
God.

1Pe 1:22 Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth
so that you have sincere love for each other, love one another deeply,
from the heart.

o Hebrews 9:14 contrasts animal offerings with Christ, who offered Himself
"unblemished to God."

Heb 9:11 But when Christ came as high priest of the good
things that are now already here, he went through the greater
and more perfect tabernacle that is not made with human hands,
that is to say, is not a part of this creation.

Heb 9:12 He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and
calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his
own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption.

Heb 9:13 The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer
sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them
so that they are outwardly clean.

Heb 9:14 How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through
the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our
consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the
living God!

2. Priestly Purity and the High Priest (Leviticus 22:1-16)

The Old Testament Law: Leviticus 22 outlines strict rules for Aaron and the Levitical
priests. Priests had to be ceremonially clean to handle sacred food and offerings, and
outsiders were barred from partaking.

New Testament Fulfillment: The entire Levitical priesthood was temporary and pointed
ahead to Jesus as the ultimate and permanent High Priest:

o Hebrews 4:14-15 declares that Christians have a "great high priest who has
ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God," who sympathizes with human
weakness without ever being defiled by sin.
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Heb 4:14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has
ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to
the faith we profess.

Heb 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to
empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been
tempted in every way, just as we are--yet he did not sin.

Heb 4:16 Let us then approach God's throne of grace with
confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help
us in our time of need.

o Hebrews 7:26-28 explains that Jesus is "holy, blameless, pure, set apart from
sinners," replacing the imperfect human priests of the Old Covenant.

Heb 7:17 For it is declared: "You are a priest forever, in the
order of Melchizedek."

Heb 7:18 The former regulation is set aside because it was
weak and useless

Heb 7:19 (for the law made nothing perfect), and a better hope
is introduced, by which we draw near to God.

Heb 7:20 And it was not without an oath! Others became priests
without any oath,

Heb 7:21 but he became a priest with an oath when God said to
him: "The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind: 'You are
a priest forever."

Heb 7:22 Because of this oath, Jesus has become the guarantor
of a better covenant.

Heb 7:23 Now there have been many of those priests, since
death prevented them from continuing in office;

Heb 7:24 but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent
priesthood.

Heb 7:25 Therefore he is able to save completely those who
come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede
for them.

Heb 7:26 Such a high priest truly meets our need--one who is
holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the
heavens.
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Heb 7:27 Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to
offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for
the sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins once for all
when he offered himself.

Heb 7:28 For the law appoints as high priests men in all their
weakness; but the oath, which came after the law, appointed the
Son, who has been made perfect forever.

3. Holiness and "Profaning" God’s Name (Leviticus 22:31-33)

The Old Testament Law: The chapter concludes with a command to keep God's name
holy and not profane it, reminding Israel that God brought them out of Egypt to be their
sanctified God.

New Testament Fulfillment: The New Covenant reinterprets holiness not through
external ritual washing or avoiding physical blemishes, but through heart transformation
and reverence for Christ:

o Hebrews 10:29 warns against treating the blood of the New Covenant as unholy
(profaning the sacrifice of Jesus).

Heb 10:19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have
confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus,

Heb 10:20 by a new and living way opened for us through the
curtain, that is, his body,

Heb 10:21 and since we have a great priest over the house of
God,

Heb 10:22 let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with
the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled
to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies
washed with pure water.

Heb 10:23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for
he who promised is faithful.

Heb 10:24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on
toward love and good deeds,

Heb 10:25 not giving up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but encouraging one another--and all the more as
you see the Day approaching.

Heb 10:26 If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have
received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left,
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Heb 10:27 but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of
raging fire that will consume the enemies of God.

Heb 10:28 Anyone who rejected the law of Moses died without
mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.

Heb 10:29 How much more severely do you think someone deserves
to be punished who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, who has
treated as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant that sanctified
them, and who has insulted the Spirit of grace?

o Romans 12:1 shifts the language of Levitical animal sacrifice into the Christian
life: believers are called to offer their own bodies as a "living sacrifice, holy and
pleasing to God".

Rom 1:1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle
and set apart for the gospel of God--

Rom 1:2 the gospel he promised beforehand through his
prophets in the Holy Scriptures

Rom 1:3 regarding his Son, who as to his earthly life was a
descendant of David,

Rom 1:4 and who through the Spirit of holiness was appointed
the Son of God in power by his resurrection from the dead:
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Rom 1:5 Through him we received grace and apostleship to call
all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith for his
name's sake.

Rom 1:6 And you also are among those Gentiles who are called to
belong to Jesus Christ.
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