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Pastor’s Message
By Pastor Tim Philabaum - November 2026 

Bethlehem Apparel
Bethlehem apparel is available!  Choose from T-shirts, sweatshirts, hoodies, 

and more in a variety of colors and styles.
Visit the online store with the link or QR code: 
https://stores.inksoft.com/bethlehem_lutheran_church_/shop/home 
to browse the selection and place your order today!

Thanksgiving Worship
Of course, every day, every moment of our lives are times of thanksgiving. St. Paul 
reminds us to “…give thanks in all circumstances.” (1 Thessalonians 5:18) As our nation gathers
to offer a day of thanksgiving, we too gather. Our time of worship will be Wednesday,
November 25, at 7pm. Here we will sing our praises, offer our time, talents, and treasures, and
re-orient our hearts to the One who gives us everything. Thanks be to God!

 I love transitions. Early in the 
morning when the moon and 
stars are still out, but the sun is 
about to shine; late in the 
evening when dusk has settled 
in and we say goodbye to the 
sun; after 9 months of growth 
the baby decides its time to 
come out into the world; you 
see the
progression of child to youth to 
young adult to mid-adult, to 
senior citizen; when Jesus starts 
the process of calling us home; 
the edge between sand and sea; 
oh, and so much more. 
   In this article I’m centering in 
on the transition of birth to 
baptism. Specifically, Martin
Luther’s transition. Martin 
Luther was born on November 
10, 1483. The new child of 
Hans and
Margaretha he transitioned from 
in-the-womb to a gift of God in 
our world. As he entered that 
world he was, just like us, a 
sinner – one whose whole 
orientation in life was toward 

himself. To be fed, warm, 
clothed, clean. All good things, 
but he kept his parents busy 
attending to his needs.
   Then the next day they 
brought him to the Church. 
November 11 is the “saint day” 
for Martin of Tours. In the late 
300’s Martin first gave part of 
his cloak to a cold beggar, was 
introduced to Jesus, and became 
a disciple of our Lord. On his 
day Martin Luther was baptized 
and given the ancient saint’s 

name. This day was a different 
transition. Yes, a sinner, but 
now washed in the Name of the 
Triune God. Those baptismal 
waters connected him to the 
life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus, as it still does today. Not 
only a sinner, but in the eyes of 
God, a “saint,” one loved by 
Jesus, sent by Jesus, and grafted 
into the Christian family.
   We go through transitions 
every moment of our day. But 
this one for Luther, and for us, 
was/is life-changing. No longer 
captive to sin, death, and the 
devil, but part of a new family, 
full of grace and forgiveness, 
one encompassing the world 
and all time, one wrapped in 
God.

As you work your way through 
the transition of fall into oncoming 
winter, and then soonfrom 2026-
2027, I pray that you know God 
love for you at every moment. In 
all the changes, God is faithful and 
present, and will bring you to 
God’s kingdom. Thanks be to God!
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All Saints
On the 1 st Sunday of November we give thanks for those who, in this past year, have died
in the Lord. These “saints” (claimed, washed, and fed by Jesus) are now in the eternal arms of
God, in grace. We give thanks for these saints:
Dead people
Also, we have received new “saints” into our community, people who are washed and
claimed in the Name of Jesus. For these newly baptized saints we give thanks:
Wet people
May our loving Lord continue to bless them and this community with healing, grace, and
love, as we move forward into the years ahead.

Welcome New Members

At the October Council meeting, the following families were accepted into Bethlehem's congregation. Please 
join us in welcoming these new members. 

The Muir family: Lon and Kristin Muir and their sons, Easton, Brooks, and Hayes.

The Welling family: Zach and Kristin Welling and their daughters, Kira and Kinsley.

Special Congregational Meeting

A special congregational meeting will be held following the service on Novemeber 8th in the sanctuary. The 
meeting agenda is election of church council officers and to approve the spending plan for 2027. The following 
members have agreed to run for church council. 
Vice President: Corey Bettenbrock
Junior Elder: Brandon Snyder
Deacon: Kristen Welling
Trustee: Dean Schuerman, Matt Walters, and Kyle Brueggemeier

September, 2026 Beg Balance Deposits Expenses Balance
Operating $202,865.89 $17,687.97 $17,729.33 $223,276.21
Memorial $30,552.74   $29,254.06
Benevolence $16,292.04 $1,173.00  $17,465.04                  
Outreach $69,006.41 $998.08 $8,441.88 $42,409.61
*In September  - $20,451.68 was transferred into the General Fund. $1,298.68 from the Memorial Fund and 
$19,153.00 from the Outreach Fund covering expenses paid from the General Fund.

BY THE NUMBERSFrom The Financial Office

Tithe.ly QR Code
Anyone is welcome to make a one time or reoccurring donation by using the QR code that links 

to Tithe.ly, Bethlehem’s online giving portal. When you scan the QR code, you will be required to set 
up an account, which only takes a few minutes. There is a small transaction fee for the use of the app. 
The app will prompt you to indicate your choice to pay the transaction fee or have it deducted from your 
donation. Thank you for supporting the ministries at Bethlehem Lutheran Church.
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Church Carpet Replacement – Donations Welcome
    As we prepare to replace the carpeting at Bethlehem, we welcome and appreciate donations to help offset the cost of 
this project.
    If you would like to contribute, simply designate “Carpeting” on your check or offering envelope. Special donation 
envelopes are also available in the back of the church.
    Thank you for your generosity and continued support in helping us maintain and care for our church home!
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ELCA Good gifts:

In Christ, we receive the gift of God's love with others. ELCA Good Gifts are a fun, meaningful way to honor 
friends and family with Christmas gifts that go on to make a differnee in the wold. Choose from more than 50 
gift-giving options (goats anyone?), each with the ability to make a real difference in the life of someone in 
need. Give in honor of someone special and you can print, mail or email a card to let them know. 

Catalogs and order forms are available outside the office. Complete an order form and submit your payment to 
the office with checks made payable to Bethlehem Lutheran Church with ELCA Good Gifts in the memo line. 
We will send the orders to ELCA as a group with a goal of sending at least $600.  Please submit your order 
forms by Sunday Dec. 13, 2026.
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Mission Honduras Buckeye Sale
Saturday, November 14th- Sunday, November 15th.

Our annual Buckeye Fundraiser is underway! Every purchase helps provide safe drinking water and clean water 
education for families in rural Honduras.

Buckeyes are $10 per dozen. Payment may be made by cash or check payable to Mission Honduras-Bethlehem.
Pre-order by November 9th : Text your name, phone number, order (sold by the dozen), and pick-up day to 419-575-0078, 
emailing missionhonduras.bethlehem@gmail.com, or signing up on the clipboard outside the Bethlehem office. You will 
receive an email/text confirming your order. Maximum number of buckeyes to be sold: 
170 dozen so order early!
Pick-up your buckeyes in the Bethlehem Fellowship Hall 
o Saturday, November 14th between 11 AM -1PM 
o Sunday morning between 9:30 AM-11:15 AM.
o Any pre-orders not picked up by 11:15 will not be held unless prior arrangements 

are made.
We would love your help making buckeyes. 
o We need help rolling the buckeyes between now and November 14th. Call for 

details.
o We will be dipping and packaging buckeyes on Saturday, November 14th starting at 

8 AM in the fellowship hall at Bethlehem. An RSVP is  not required but it is helpful 
for planning.

Interested in helping or have questions?  Call or text 419-575-0078 or email missionhonduras.bethlehem@gmail.com                          
Thank you for your support of this ministry!

Thrivent
The deadline for designating Thrivent Choice Dollors for 2026 is December 31, 2026. This is a change from previous years when the 
deadline was in March. You can make your designations online at thrivent.com/thriventchoice or contact Mick Sayen at 419-344-3597.

In Loving Memory
In Memory  Of 

Carolyn Borcherding
Doug & Shelly Albright
Donna Alexander
Paulette Bresler
Robert & Joanne Bruning
Joanne Busdeker
Rick Cajka
Donna Cajka
Amy Varner
Pat & Gary Cline
Larry & Mary Dickens
Amy Eisenhour
Renee Farmer

Dan & Jo Lynn Gerwin
Evelyn Gerwin
Ken & Bev Gerwin
Mickey Gerwin
Jeff & Jo Graber
Lois Hansen
Roger & Teri Hansen
Noris & Pat Cline
Jan Hoodlebrink
Mark Hoodlebrink
Kevin Hoodlebrink
Marlene Hoodlebrink
Melvin Karns
Ray Kohlenberg
Cathy Kutzli
Aaron & Pam Marten

Matt & Marlene Meyer
Terry & Sharon Nigh
Ruth Peters
Brian & Denise Pickerel
Sheila & Tanya Rahe
Susie Rahe
Tom Rahe
Steven & Nancy Rife
Eileen Schuerman
Faye Schuerman
Ken Sieving
Kurt Sieving
Tom Sieving
 Janice Smith
Rick & Cyndi Walters
Jim & De Witker
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September Council Highlights
Guests present: Denise Corns, Chris Madaras, Joe Stribrny

C. Guests
Denise Corns shared information about the preschool, giving a yearly numbers recap for this year. She also discussed the 
progress of the security project for the preschool. Joe Scribrny presented an update on the Music Library Inventory 
project, 60% completed. He also discussed updating/renovating the choral library. His final request was support for a 
Choral Scholarship program he’d like to start in 2027. We asked him to give us a trial performance by the end of 2026 to 
see if this would be something we would like to participate in as a church. He is going to let us know by the next council 
meeting in October if he can get 4 people to come and show us how that would benefit our current choir program.

D. Approval of Agenda
There were two additions made to New Business:
f. Sign out front
g. Holy Hoedown

E. Approval of Minutes from July 16, 2026

F. Examples of ways Bethlehem is carrying out mission:
Sunday school numbers are way up, Rally Day was a big success. Preschool is learning about religion. Lots of 
volunteering for activities we sponsored this summer, many fair activities. We sponsored the feed for the fair workers. 
there were some here from Honduras.

G. Devotions were given by Dan Rife. Next month: Andrew Derr.

H. Reports of officers
a. Pastor – Pastor Tim has had a busy month with regular duties and also visits
and pastoral care. He shared his upcoming schedule and future worship opportunities
for the church and community.
b. Treasurer – Money collected is down/even if you aren’t at church, your
contribution is still needed for everyday expenses.
c. Trustee – busy time for the trustees, working on flooring for the second floor
and carpeting for the sanctuary. Motion made to have a special congregational meeting
on October 4 th to ask for approval to move forward with flooring projects and asbestos
abatement in the church, not to exceed $55,000, 

I. Committee Reports
a. Strategic plan
 FCA at EHS – Gift cards for pickleball tournament prizes/t-shirts has already gained approval, just need to follow 
through with guidance from the group. Motion made to give FCA at EMS $540 for donuts for morning meetings this 
school year
 Josh and Janel Gerwin are getting information about ELCA conference for youth
b. Long-range planning – nothing to report
c. Call Committee – no activity at this point in time/should we reach out to the male pastor from Zoar Lutheran in 
Perrysburg?
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September Council Highlights
d. Security System Report – previously discussed and decisions made regarding this.
e. Governance agreement(s) subcommittee report- discussed at length and came up with a final version that was discussed 
with the Preschool Board. Revisions were discussed and put into the agreement. 
f. Sign out front along Main Street- needs some adjustments, not working properly.
g. Holy Hoedown – Wendy Fisher is asking for some volunteer help after church
Sunday to help set up. It was also shared that there have been arrangements made to
have a tent if weather requires this.

J. Old Business
a. Staff evaluations – They have been completed.
b. Employee handbook – Updates have been made and it has been given to Kyle Wright. He is working on evaluating it.
c. Bethlehem t-shirt sales – Going well.
d. Preschool scholarship – There has been one approved already for this year, reviewing a second at this time. Didn’t need 
additional funds at this time.
e. Nominating committee – They have met and are actively working. Committee members have been given lists of people 
to contact.
f. Grant for carpeting – decided not to do this. A big Thank You to Corey Bettenbrock for all of his time devoted to this 
project.

K. New Business
a. Senior Center: Luann Snyder shared a draft letter to the Wood County Office on Aging asking for an increase of $100 
per month for in rent. 
b. Boy Scouts: Popcorn sale Oct. 11, Scout Sunday will be Sunday, Feb. 14.
c. Thrivent informational session, Oct. 13 2026 at 7:15. Nick Sayin will be going over certain things with those that 
attend.
d. Schedule for Thanksgiving and Christmas:
Thanksgiving service – Wed, Nov. 25 at 7:00 pm
Christmas program – Dec 13 during church service
Christmas Eve services – Dec. 24 at 6:00 and 10:00 pm
Sunday, Dec. 27 – all Pemberville churches at Bethlehem 9:00 am
Sunday, Jan 3 – Service at 9:00 am/No Sunday School that morning
e. Proposed Choral Scholarship Program – discussed during Joe Scribrny
presentation.

L. Next meeting: October 15, 2026

Adjournment was followed by the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Shelly Albright
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Happening This Month: November

November Mission Action Project: 
Thankoffering Boxes
Thankoffering boxes are available in the Narthex or the 
Mission Action room. The boxes are to be used as a 
collection for small offerings whenever one is thankful for 
something. The boxes are collected at the Thankoffering Worship 
Service in November. The BLCW board designates certain 
programs from the Women of the ELCA that these donations will 
help fund.

Food Pantry Needs 
Your Help

Please help the Food Pantry 
stock these needed items in 

November:
�� Children Cereal
�� Chunky Soup
�� Crackers
�� Canned Fruit
�� Kleenex
�� Hand Soap

The Food Pantry always 
accepts non-perishable food 
items such as canned fruits and 
vegetables, boxed potatoes 
cereal and soups. They also 
accept facial tissues, toilet 
paper, paper towels, household 
cleaners, laundry detergent, 
fabric softener and basic 
personal items (soap, deodorant, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
shampoo and  conditioner).

Food for the pantry can be left 
in the Mission Action Room 
(111) any time. The bins are 
located right inside the door on a 
table.

Monetary donations are 
always welcomed so that the 
pantry can restock items as 
needed.

The Food Pantry is 
available every Tuesday from 
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., as well 
as the second and last Saturday 
of the month from 8:00 a.m. to 
11:00 a.m. (excluding holidays) 
for Eastwood community 
residents in need of food.

*When making out checks 
for the food pantry please 
make them out to 

Pemberville Food Pantry. 
This is a community food 
pantry not just Bethlehem's.

Serving this 
month in Worship 

and Beyond

Altar Flowers
Marlene Hoodlebrink

Altar Guild
Pat Cline

Trina Karns

Office Window
Deb Helm

Service Org (Funerals)
Janice Smith
Cathy Kutzil

Help Members 
Celebrate Their 
80+ Birthday!

Celebrate this joyous 
occasion with the members 
below by sending a card or 
give a greeting!

������Ruth Kruse
�������James Kern
������ Ron Andrews
�������Faye Schuerman
If your 80+ birthday is 

not included here, 
please contact the 
office at 419-287-4182 
so we can update our 
records.

FOR HEALING AND HOPE
Randi Parton (friend of Lois Hansen), Nancy Rife,

Joni (Abke) Moncrief, Shawn Jacoby, Brenda Gerwin
FOR OUR BISHOPS

Yehiel Curry and Daniel Beaudoin
FOR OUR MISSION PARTNERS

Sociedad Amigos de los Ninos Honduras,
Missions International (Haiti), Redeemer Church,

Operation Christmas Child
FOR LOCAL MISSIONS

Snack Pack Program, Good Samaritan Fund, Community 
Food Pantry, Habitat for Humanity, Grace’s Place,
Bethlehem Lutheran Preschool & Extended Care, 

WCOAA Senior Care, Cub Scout Pack 344, Scouts BSA 
Troop 344

FOR ALL YOUTH

FOR OUR MILITARY MEN & WOMEN
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Kids Activities
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November
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
9:00 am Worship
In-person and on

Facebook/YouTube 

10:15am
Sunday School

& Adult Bible Study

11:30 am
Worship broadcast

on 99.1 FM

2
6:45 pm Yoga

7:30 pm Dartball
Team 1 Home
Team 2 @  PV 
Presbyterian

3
11:00 am - 2:00 pm

Food Pantry open

4 5 6 7

8
Special 

Congregation 
Meeting following 

Worship
9:00 am Worship
In-person and on

Facebook/YouTube 

10:15am
Sunday School

& Adult Bible Study

11:30 am
Worship broadcast

on 99.1 FM

9
6:45 pm Yoga

7 pm Priscilla Circle

7:30 pm Dartball
Team @ Cloverdale

Team 2 Home

10
9am-12pm Knotting

11:00 am - 2:00 pm
Food Pantry open

6 pm Bible Study

11 12
5-9 pm  FH

Make-it Take-it 

13 14
8:00 - 11:00 am
Food Pantry open

15
Women's 

Thankoffering
9:00 am Worship
In-person and on

Facebook/YouTube 

10:15am
Sunday School

& Adult Bible Study

11:30 am
Worship broadcast

on 99.1 FM

16
6:45 pm Yoga

7:30 pm Dartball
Team 1 @ Stony 

Ridge
Team 2 Home

17
11:00 am - 2:00 pm

Food Pantry open

6 pm Bible Study

18 19
7 pm Council 

Meeting

20 21

22
9:00 am Worship
In-person and on

Facebook/YouTube 

10:15am
Sunday School

& Adult Bible Study

11:30 am
Worship broadcast

on 99.1 FM

23
6:45 pm Yoga

7:30 pm Dartball
Team 1 @ Trinty UM

Team 2 Home

24
9am-12pm Knotting

11:00 am - 2:00 pm
Food Pantry open

25
7:00 pm 

Thanksgiving
Worship

26 27 28

8:00 - 11:00 am
Food Pantry open

29
9:00 am Worship
In-person and on

Facebook/YouTube 

10:15am
Sunday School

& Adult Bible Study

11:30 am
Worship broadcast

on 99.1 FM

30
6:45 pm Yoga

7:30 pm Dartball
Team 1 Home

Team 2 @ St. Marks 
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church
PO Box 344
Pemberville, OH 43450

Return service requested
Dated material. Do not delay

Worship
9:00 AM

In person in the sanctuary
and streaming on

Facebook and YouTube

11:30
Broadcast on 99.1 FM


