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HEBREW (OLD TESTAMENT) SCRIPTURE TEXTS
Isaiah 24 — composition: chiefly late exilic or early postexilic, c. 550–450 BCE (disputed)
Rationale: Isaiah 24–27 is commonly treated as a late or postexilic literary unit because its universal judgment, resurrection, and restoration themes differ from Isaiah’s eighth-century oracles, although proposed dates vary widely.
  1 The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.

 2 Hear, O heavens, and listen, O earth,
  for the Lord has spoken:
 I reared children and brought them up,
  but they have rebelled against me.
 3 The ox knows its owner
  and the donkey its master’s crib,
 but Israel does not know;
  my people do not understand.

 4 Woe, sinful nation,
  people laden with iniquity,
 offspring who do evil,
  children who act corruptly,
 who have forsaken the Lord,
  who have despised the Holy One of Israel,
  [[who are utterly estranged!]]

 5 Why do you seek further beatings?
  Why do you continue to rebel?
 The whole head is injured,
  and the whole heart faint.
 6 From the sole of the foot to the head,
  there is no soundness in it,
 only bruises and sores
  and bleeding wounds;
 they have not been drained or bound up
  or softened with oil.

 7 Your country lies desolate;
  your cities are burned with fire;
 in your very presence
  aliens devour your land;
  it is desolate, as overthrown by foreigners.
 8 And daughter Zion is left
  like a booth in a vineyard,
 like a shelter in a cucumber field,
  like a besieged city.
 9 If the Lord of hosts
  had not left us a few survivors,
 we would have been like Sodom
  and become like Gomorrah.

 10 Hear the word of the Lord,
  you rulers of Sodom!
 Listen to the teaching of our God,
  you people of Gomorrah!
 11 What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices?
  says the Lord;
 I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams
  and the fat of fed beasts;
 I do not delight in the blood of bulls
  or of lambs or of goats.

 12 When you come to appear before me,
  who asked this from your hand?
  Trample my courts no more!
 13 Bringing offerings is futile;
  incense is an abomination to me.
 New moon and Sabbath and calling of convocation—
  I cannot endure solemn assemblies with iniquity.
 14 Your new moons and your appointed festivals
  my soul hates;
 they have become a burden to me;
  I am weary of bearing them.
 15 When you stretch out your hands,
  I will hide my eyes from you;
 even though you make many prayers,
  I will not listen;
  your hands are full of blood.
 16 Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean;
  remove your evil deeds
  from before my eyes;
 cease to do evil;
  17 learn to do good;
 seek justice;
  rescue the oppressed;
 defend the orphan;
  plead for the widow.

 18 Come now, let us argue it out,
  says the Lord:
 If your sins are like scarlet,
  will they become like snow?
 If they are red like crimson,
  will they become like wool?
 19 If you are willing and obedient,
  you shall eat the good of the land,
 20 but if you refuse and rebel,
  you shall be devoured by the sword,
  for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.

 21 How the faithful city
  has become a prostitute!
  She that was full of justice,
 righteousness lodged in her—
  but now murderers!
 22 Your silver has become dross;
  your wine is mixed with water.
 23 Your princes are rebels
  and companions of thieves.
 Everyone loves a bribe
  and runs after gifts.
 They do not defend the orphan,
  and the widow’s cause does not come before them.

 24 Therefore says the Sovereign, the Lord of hosts, the Mighty One of Israel:
 Surely I will pour out my wrath on my enemies
  and avenge myself on my foes!
 25 I will turn my hand against you;
  I will smelt away your dross as with lye
  and remove all your alloy.
 26 And I will restore your judges as at the first
  and your counselors as at the beginning.
 Afterward you shall be called the city of righteousness,
  the faithful city.

 27 Zion shall be redeemed by justice,
  and those in her who repent, by righteousness.
 28 But rebels and sinners shall be destroyed together,
  and those who forsake the Lord shall be consumed.
 29 For you shall be ashamed of the oaks
  in which you delighted,
 and you shall blush for the gardens
  that you have chosen.
 30 For you shall be like an oak
  whose leaf withers
  and like a garden without water.
 31 The strong shall become like tinder
  and their work like a spark;
 they and their work shall burn together,
  with no one to quench them.
Isaiah 25 — composition: chiefly late exilic or early postexilic, c. 550–450 BCE (disputed)
Rationale: As part of Isaiah 24–27, this chapter is usually dated from its placement within the same late exilic or early postexilic collection and its developed vision of universal salvation and the defeat of death.
1 O Lord, you are my God;
  I will exalt you; I will praise your name,
 for you have done wonderful things,
  plans formed of old, faithful and sure.
 2 For you have made the city a heap,
  the fortified city a ruin;
 the palace of foreigners is a city no more;
  it will never be rebuilt.
 3 Therefore strong peoples will glorify you;
  cities of ruthless nations will fear you.
 4 For you have been a refuge to the poor,
  a refuge to the needy in their distress,
  a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.
 When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,
  5 the noise of foreigners like heat in a dry place,
 you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds;
  the song of the ruthless was stilled.

 6 On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples
  a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
  of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
 7 And he will destroy on this mountain
  the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
  the covering that is spread over all nations;
  8 he will swallow up death forever.
 Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,
  and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
  for the Lord has spoken.
 9 It will be said on that day,
  “See, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
  This is the Lord for whom we have waited;
  let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”
 10 For the hand of the Lord will rest on this mountain.

 The Moabites shall be trodden down in their place
  as straw is trodden down in the manure.
 11 Though they spread out their hands in the midst of it,
  as swimmers spread out their hands to swim,
  their pride will be laid low despite the struggle of their hands.
 12 The high fortifications of his walls will be brought down,
  laid low, cast to the ground, even to the dust.

Isaiah 26 — composition: chiefly late exilic or early postexilic, c. 550–450 BCE (disputed)
Rationale: Its communal lament, foreign domination, and hope for the dead to rise fit an exilic or postexilic setting, though some scholars assign parts of the chapter earlier dates.

  1 On that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah:
 We have a strong city;
  he sets up walls and bulwarks as a safeguard.
 2 Open the gates,
  so that the righteous nation that maintains faithfulness
  may enter in.
 3 Those of steadfast mind you keep in peace,
  in peace because they trust in you.
 4 Trust in the Lord forever,
  for in the LordGod
  you have an everlasting rock.
 5 For he has brought low
  the inhabitants of the height;
  the lofty city he lays low.
 He lays it low to the ground,
  casts it to the dust.
 6 The foot tramples it,
  the feet of the poor,
  the steps of the needy.

 7 The way of the righteous is level;
  straight is the path of the righteous that you clear.
 8 In the path of your judgments,
  O Lord, we have placed hope;
 your name and your renown
  are the soul’s desire.
 9 My soul yearns for you in the night;
  my spirit within me earnestly seeks you.
 For when your judgments are in the earth,
  the inhabitants of the world learn righteousness.
 10 If favor is shown to the wicked,
  they do not learn righteousness;
 they corrupt what is upright on the earth
  and do not see the majesty of the Lord.
 11 O Lord, your hand is lifted up,
  but they do not see it.
 Let them see your zeal for your people and be ashamed.
  Let the fire for your adversaries consume them.
 12 O Lord, may you ordain peace for us,
  for indeed, all that we have done, you have done for us.
 13 O Lord our God,
  other lords besides you have ruled over us,
  but we acknowledge your name alone.
 14 The dead do not live;
  shades do not rise
 because you have punished and destroyed them
  and wiped out all memory of them.
 15 But you have increased the nation, O Lord;
  you have increased the nation; you are glorified;
  you have enlarged all the borders of the land.

 16 O Lord, in distress they sought you;
  they poured out a prayer
  when your chastening was on them.
 17 Like a woman with child
  about to give birth
  writhes and cries out in her pain,
 so were we because of you, O Lord;
  18 we were with child; we writhed,
  but we gave birth only to wind.
 We have won no victories on earth,
  and no one is born to inhabit the world.
 19 Your dead shall live; their corpses shall rise.
  Those who dwell in the dust will awake and shout for joy!
 For your dew is a radiant dew,
  and the earth will give birth to those long dead.

 20 Come, my people, enter your chambers,
  and shut your doors behind you;
 hide yourselves for a little while
  until the wrath is past.
 21 For the Lord comes out from his place
  to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity;
 the earth will disclose the blood shed on it
  and will no longer cover its slain.
Isaiah 27 — composition: chiefly late exilic or early postexilic, c. 550–450 BCE (disputed)
Rationale: The chapter combines older mythic imagery with themes of exile, regathering, and restored worship in Jerusalem, suggesting reuse and editing in the exilic or early Persian period.

  1 On that day the Lord with his cruel and great and strong sword will punish Leviathan the fleeing serpent, Leviathan the twisting serpent, and he will kill the dragon that is in the sea.

 2 On that day:
 A pleasant vineyard—sing about it!
  3 I, the Lord, am its keeper;
  every moment I water it.
 I guard it night and day
  so that no one can harm it;
  4 I have no wrath.
 If it gives me thorns and briers,
  I will march to battle against it.
  I will burn it up.
 5 Or else let it cling to me for protection;
  let it make peace with me;
  let it make peace with me.

 6 In days to come Jacob shall take root;
  Israel shall blossom and put forth shoots
  and fill the whole world with fruit.

 7 Has he struck them down as he struck down those who struck them?
  Or have they been killed as their killers were killed?
 8 By expulsion, by exile you struggled against them;
  with his fierce blast he removed them in the day of the east wind.
 9 Therefore by this the guilt of Jacob will be expiated,
  and this will be the full fruit of the removal of his sin:
 when he makes all the stones of the altars
  like chalkstones crushed to pieces;
  no sacred poles or incense altars will remain standing.
 10 For the fortified city is solitary,
  a habitation deserted and forsaken, like the wilderness;
 the calves graze there;
  there they lie down and strip its branches.
 11 When its boughs are dry, they are broken;
  women come and make a fire of them.
 For this is a people without understanding;
  therefore he who made them will not have compassion on them;
  he who formed them will show them no favor.

  12 On that day the Lord will thresh from the channel of the Euphrates to the Wadi of Egypt, and you will be gathered one by one, O people of Israel. 13 And on that day a great trumpet will be blown, and those who were lost in the land of Assyria and those who were driven out to the land of Egypt will come and worship the Lord on the holy mountain at Jerusalem.

Isaiah 33–35 — composition: layered; c. 600–500 BCE, with some material possibly earlier
Rationale: Isaiah 33–35 shows multiple literary layers and affinities with both earlier Isaiah traditions and later restoration prophecy, so scholars often place its growth across the late monarchic, exilic, and early Persian periods.
  1 The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.

 2 Hear, O heavens, and listen, O earth,
  for the Lord has spoken:
 I reared children and brought them up,
  but they have rebelled against me.
 3 The ox knows its owner
  and the donkey its master’s crib,
 but Israel does not know;
  my people do not understand.

 4 Woe, sinful nation,
  people laden with iniquity,
 offspring who do evil,
  children who act corruptly,
 who have forsaken the Lord,
  who have despised the Holy One of Israel,
  [[who are utterly estranged!]]

 5 Why do you seek further beatings?
  Why do you continue to rebel?
 The whole head is injured,
  and the whole heart faint.
 6 From the sole of the foot to the head,
  there is no soundness in it,
 only bruises and sores
  and bleeding wounds;
 they have not been drained or bound up
  or softened with oil.

 7 Your country lies desolate;
  your cities are burned with fire;
 in your very presence
  aliens devour your land;
  it is desolate, as overthrown by foreigners.
 8 And daughter Zion is left
  like a booth in a vineyard,
 like a shelter in a cucumber field,
  like a besieged city.
 9 If the Lord of hosts
  had not left us a few survivors,
 we would have been like Sodom
  and become like Gomorrah.

 10 Hear the word of the Lord,
  you rulers of Sodom!
 Listen to the teaching of our God,
  you people of Gomorrah!
 11 What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices?
  says the Lord;
 I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams
  and the fat of fed beasts;
 I do not delight in the blood of bulls
  or of lambs or of goats.

 12 When you come to appear before me,
  who asked this from your hand?
  Trample my courts no more!
 13 Bringing offerings is futile;
  incense is an abomination to me.
 New moon and Sabbath and calling of convocation—
  I cannot endure solemn assemblies with iniquity.
 14 Your new moons and your appointed festivals
  my soul hates;
 they have become a burden to me;
  I am weary of bearing them.
 15 When you stretch out your hands,
  I will hide my eyes from you;
 even though you make many prayers,
  I will not listen;
  your hands are full of blood.
 16 Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean;
  remove your evil deeds
  from before my eyes;
 cease to do evil;
  17 learn to do good;
 seek justice;
  rescue the oppressed;
 defend the orphan;
  plead for the widow.

 18 Come now, let us argue it out,
  says the Lord:
 If your sins are like scarlet,
  will they become like snow?
 If they are red like crimson,
  will they become like wool?
 19 If you are willing and obedient,
  you shall eat the good of the land,
 20 but if you refuse and rebel,
  you shall be devoured by the sword,
  for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.

 21 How the faithful city
  has become a prostitute!
  She that was full of justice,
 righteousness lodged in her—
  but now murderers!
 22 Your silver has become dross;
  your wine is mixed with water.
 23 Your princes are rebels
  and companions of thieves.
 Everyone loves a bribe
  and runs after gifts.
 They do not defend the orphan,
  and the widow’s cause does not come before them.

 24 Therefore says the Sovereign, the Lord of hosts, the Mighty One of Israel:
 Surely I will pour out my wrath on my enemies
  and avenge myself on my foes!
 25 I will turn my hand against you;
  I will smelt away your dross as with lye
  and remove all your alloy.
 26 And I will restore your judges as at the first
  and your counselors as at the beginning.
 Afterward you shall be called the city of righteousness,
  the faithful city.

 27 Zion shall be redeemed by justice,
  and those in her who repent, by righteousness.
 28 But rebels and sinners shall be destroyed together,
  and those who forsake the Lord shall be consumed.
 29 For you shall be ashamed of the oaks
  in which you delighted,
 and you shall blush for the gardens
  that you have chosen.
 30 For you shall be like an oak
  whose leaf withers
  and like a garden without water.
 31 The strong shall become like tinder
  and their work like a spark;
 they and their work shall burn together,
  with no one to quench them.

Isaiah 65–66 — composition: early Persian period, c. 520–480 BCE
Rationale: The chapters address worship, conflict, and communal divisions in restored Judah, which best fit the early Persian-period community after the Babylonian exile.
 1 I was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask,
  to be found by those who did not seek me.
 I said, “Here I am, here I am,”
  to a nation that did not call on my name.
 2 I held out my hands all day long
  to a rebellious people,
 who walk in a way that is not good,
  following their own devices;
 3 a people who provoke me
  to my face continually,
 sacrificing in gardens
  and offering incense on bricks;
 4 who sit inside tombs
  and spend the night in secret places;
 who eat the flesh of pigs,
  with broth of abominable things in their vessels;
 5 who say, “Keep to yourself;
  do not come near me, for I am too holy for you.”
 These are a smoke in my nostrils,
  a fire that burns all day long.
 6 See, it is written before me:
  I will not keep silent, but I will repay;
 I will indeed repay into their laps
  7 their iniquities and their ancestors’ iniquities together,
 says the Lord;
 because they offered incense on the mountains
  and reviled me on the hills,
 I will measure into their laps
  full payment for their actions.
 8 Thus says the Lord:
 As the wine is found in the cluster,
  and they say, “Do not destroy it,
  for there is a blessing in it,”
 so I will do for my servants’ sake
  and not destroy them all.
 9 I will bring forth descendants from Jacob
  and from Judah inheritors of my mountains;
 my chosen shall inherit it,
  and my servants shall settle there.
 10 Sharon shall become a pasture for flocks
  and the Valley of Achor a place for herds to lie down,
  for my people who have sought me.
 11 But you who forsake the Lord,
  who forget my holy mountain,
 who set a table for Fortune
  and fill cups of mixed wine for Destiny,
 12 I will destine you to the sword,
  and all of you shall bow down to the slaughter;
 because, when I called, you did not answer,
  when I spoke, you did not listen,
 but you did what was evil in my sight
  and chose what I did not delight in.
 13 Therefore thus says the Lord God:
 My servants shall eat,
  but you shall be hungry;
 my servants shall drink,
  but you shall be thirsty;
 my servants shall rejoice,
  but you shall be put to shame;
 14 my servants shall sing with gladness of heart,
  but you shall cry out in pain of heart
  and shall wail in anguish of spirit.
 15 You shall leave your name to my chosen to use as a curse,
  and the Lord God will put you to death,
  but to his servants he will give a different name.
 16 Then whoever invokes a blessing in the land
  shall bless by the God of faithfulness,
 and whoever takes an oath in the land
  shall swear by the God of faithfulness,
 because the former troubles are forgotten
  and are hidden from my sight.

 17 For I am about to create new heavens
  and a new earth;
 the former things shall not be remembered
  or come to mind.
 18 But be glad and rejoice forever
  in what I am creating,
 for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy
  and its people as a delight.
 19 I will rejoice in Jerusalem
  and delight in my people;
 no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it
  or the cry of distress.
 20 No more shall there be in it
  an infant who lives but a few days
  or an old person who does not live out a lifetime,
 for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth,
  and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed.
 21 They shall build houses and inhabit them;
  they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.
 22 They shall not build and another inhabit;
  they shall not plant and another eat,
 for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be,
  and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands.
 23 They shall not labor in vain
  or bear children for calamity,
 for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord—
  and their descendants as well.
 24 Before they call I will answer,
  while they are yet speaking I will hear.
 25 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together;
  the lion shall eat straw like the ox,
  but the serpent—its food shall be dust!
 They shall not hurt or destroy
  on all my holy mountain,
 says the Lord.

1 Thus says the Lord:
 Heaven is my throne,
  and the earth is my footstool;
 so what kind of house could you build for me,
  what sort of place for me to rest?
 2 All these things my hand has made,
  so all these things are mine,
 says the Lord.
 But this is the one to whom I will look,
  to the humble and contrite in spirit
  who trembles at my word.

 3 Whoever slaughters an ox is like one who kills a human,
  whoever sacrifices a lamb like one who breaks a dog’s neck,
 whoever presents a grain offering like one who offers pig’s blood,
  whoever makes a memorial offering of frankincense like one who blesses an idol.
 Just as these have chosen their own ways
  and in their abominations they take delight,
 4 so I will choose their punishments
  and bring upon them what they fear,
 because, when I called, no one answered,
  when I spoke, they did not listen,
 but they did what was evil in my sight
  and chose what did not please me.

 5 Hear the word of the Lord,
  you who tremble at his word:
 Your own people who hate you
  and reject you for my name’s sake
 have said, “Let the Lord be glorified,
  so that we may see your joy,”
  but it is they who shall be put to shame.

 6 Listen, a roar from the city!
  A voice from the temple!
 The voice of the Lord,
  dealing retribution to his enemies!

 7 Before she was in labor
  she gave birth;
 before her pain came upon her
  she delivered a son.
 8 Who has heard of such a thing?
  Who has seen such things?
 Shall a land be born in one day?
  Shall a nation be delivered in one moment?
 Yet as soon as Zion was in labor
  she delivered her children.
 9 Shall I open the womb and not deliver?
  says the Lord;
 shall I, the one who delivers, shut the womb?
  says your God.

 10 Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her,
  all you who love her;
 rejoice with her in joy,
  all you who mourn over her—
 11 that you may nurse and be satisfied
  from her consoling breast,
 that you may drink deeply with delight
  from her glorious bosom.

 12 For thus says the Lord:
 I will extend prosperity to her like a river
  and the wealth of the nations like an overflowing stream,
 and you shall nurse and be carried on her arm
  and bounced on her knees.
 13 As a mother comforts her child,
  so I will comfort you;
  you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.

 14 You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice;
  your bodies shall flourish like the grass,
 and it shall be known that the power of the Lord is with his servants,
  and his indignation is against his enemies.
 15 For the Lord will come in fire
  and his chariots in a whirlwind,
 to vent his anger in fury
  and his rebuke in flames of fire.
 16 For by fire will the Lord execute judgment,
  and by his sword on all flesh;
  and those slain by the Lord shall be many.

  17 Those who sanctify and purify themselves to go into the gardens, following the one in the center, eating the flesh of pigs, vermin, and rodents, shall come to an end together, says the Lord, 18 for I know their works and their thoughts.

  I am coming to gather all nations and tongues, and they shall come and shall see my glory, 19 and I will set a sign among them. From them I will send survivors to the nations, to Tarshish, Put, and Lud, to Meshech, Tubal, and Javan, to the coastlands far away that have not heard of my fame or seen my glory, and they shall declare my glory among the nations. 20 They shall bring all your kindred from all the nations as an offering to the Lord, on horses, and in chariots, and in litters, and on mules, and on dromedaries, to my holy mountain Jerusalem, says the Lord, just as the Israelites bring a grain offering in a clean vessel to the house of the Lord. 21 And I will also take some of them as priests and as Levites, says the Lord.

 22 For as the new heavens and the new earth,
  which I will make,
 shall remain before me, says the Lord,
  so shall your descendants and your name remain.
 23 From new moon to new moon
  and from Sabbath to Sabbath,
 all flesh shall come to worship before me,
 says the Lord.

  24 And they shall go out and look at the dead bodies of the people who have rebelled against me, for their worm shall not die, their fire shall not be quenched, and they shall be an abhorrence to all flesh.
Jeremiah 33:14–26
Jeremiah 33 was likely composed and edited in stages:
· Core material (vv. 1–13): commonly associated with Jeremiah’s ministry around Jerusalem’s fall, roughly 587–586 BCE.
· Promises about David and the Levites (vv. 14–26): widely regarded as a later exilic or early postexilic addition, approximately 550–450 BCE.
The exact dating remains disputed.
 14 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16 In those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”
  17 For thus says the Lord: David shall never lack a man to sit on the throne of the house of Israel, 18 and the Levitical priests shall never lack a man in my presence to offer burnt offerings, to make grain offerings, and to make sacrifices for all time.
  19 The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah: 20 Thus says the Lord: If any of you could break my covenant with the day and my covenant with the night, so that day and night would not come at their appointed time, 21 only then could my covenant with my servant David be broken, so that he would not have a son to reign on his throne, and my covenant with my ministers the Levites. 22 Just as the host of heaven cannot be numbered and the sands of the sea cannot be measured, so I will increase the offspring of my servant David and the Levites who minister to me.
  23 The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah: 24 Have you not observed how these people say, “The two families that the Lord chose have been rejected by him,” and how they hold my people in such contempt that they no longer regard them as a nation? 25 Thus says the Lord: Only if I had not established my covenant with day and night and the ordinances of heaven and earth 26 would I reject the offspring of Jacob and of my servant David and not choose any of his descendants as rulers over the offspring of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. For I will restore their fortunes and will have mercy upon them.
Ezekiel 38–39
Joel 3:9–17
Zechariah 12–14
Daniel 7–12





