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Nearly every high school, college, and professional sports teams in the United States have a mascot—and the fiercer the better.
· I went to PHS and we were the Blackcats.
· Logo
· Mascots are designed to communicate power and dominance. 
· Granted, a few outliers buck the trend, such as the Dots of Poca High School in Poca, WV.
· But one mascot that I have never come across is the Lambs. 
· Lambs are considered docile and helpless.

And yet, as we continue our study of Revelation—a book that narrates God’s utter triumph over all his enemies (God’s triumph over sin and death)—the focal point of the book of Revelation is a slaughtered Lamb, a crucified Lord.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Michael J. Gorman, Reading Revelation Responsibly: Uncivil Worship and Witness: Following the Lamb into the New Creation (Eugene, OR: Cascade Books, 2011), 108.] 

· The royal victory of Jesus Christ that is offered to us through faith in Him is not accomplished through military might or political dominance but through his sacrificial death on the cross and His resurrection from the grave.
· Jesus' sacrificial death on the cross and His resurrection from the grave are the basis of His worthiness.

So, if you have your Bibles, turn with me to Revelation 5. 
· I mentioned two weeks ago that Revelation 4-5 form the theological heart of this book. Everything we learn about the character of God in the book of Revelation flows out of chapters 4 and 5.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Richard K. Eckley, Revelation: A Commentary for Bible Students (Indianapolis, IN: Wesleyan Pub. House, 2006), 85.] 

· Chapter 4 recorded a vision of God the Creator. Now comes a vision of God the Redeemer, the Lamb who has conquered through his death and resurrection.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Leon Morris, Revelation: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 20, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1987), 94.] 

· We’re going to walk through this chapter today reflecting on the truth behind the symbols and then we’ll consider what it means to hear and keep Revelation 5.

Let’s jump in…
Revelation 5:1-5 ESV Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll written within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. 2 And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” 3 And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it, 4 and I began to weep loudly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. 5 And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.”

As this chapter opens, our focus is immediately taken to a scroll.
· We’re told that it’s held by God, who sits on the throne, and it’s in His right hand.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Eckley, 91.] 

· In the Bible, the right hand of God symbolizes His power, greatness, and authority.
· John also notes that the scroll in the hand of God has writing on both the front and back.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Robert H. Mounce, What Are We Waiting For? A Commentary on Revelation (Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock Publishers, 2004), 23.] 

· This may seem insignificant to us who live with modern printing but in John’s Day, scrolls were made by gluing thin strips of papyrus in two layers at right angles to one another.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Morris, Revelation: An Introduction and Commentary, 95.] 

· And because the strips on the back were vertical, the outside was much more difficult to write on, so normally there was writing only on the inside.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Kendell H. Easley, Revelation, vol. 12, Holman New Testament Commentary (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1998), 90.] 

· But this scroll is covered front to back.
· In other words, it’s completely full. There’s no space for anything more to be added nor is there need for anything to be added.[footnoteRef:8] It’s comprehensive and perfect. [8:  M. Robert Mulholland Jr., “Revelation,” in Cornerstone Biblical Commentary: James, 1–2 Peter, Jude, Revelation, ed. Philip W. Comfort, Cornerstone Biblical Commentary (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 2011), 465.] 

· We also notice that the scroll is sealed with seven seals.
· Certified mail?
· In the days of the Bible, when they would send a letter or scroll, they would put a wax seal on the outside edge. This identified the sender, but it also guarded the contents so that only the authorized person could break the seal and open the scroll. But there was typically one seal.
· The scroll that John saw was sealed with seven seals to guarantee that absolutely no one would be able to open it and discover what it contained.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Mounce, What Are We Waiting For? A Commentary on Revelation 23.] 

· This is as certified as it gets. 

But what is this scroll? It’s not titled, and scholars have debated long about exactly what this scroll represents.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Easley, Revelation, 91.] 

· Some identify the scroll as the book of life.
· Six times in Revelation we read about the Book of Life—a register of all the names of those who have been washed in the blood of the Lamb and will live with the Lord forever and forever. We want our name in the Book of Life. 
· But there’s no indication in the text that this scroll represents the book of life.
· Others have identified the scroll with the OT.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Morris, Revelation: An Introduction and Commentary, 96.] 

· Seeing Jesus as the only one who can rightly interpret and help us apply the Scriptures to our lives. And that is true. We can only understand the OT with the help of Jesus. 
· But there’s no real evidence in the text to lead us to conclude that this scroll represents the OT.

Most scholars believe that this scroll represents God’s plan long ago made to condemn wickedness and reward righteousness.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Easley, Revelation, 91.] 

· As one commentator put it, “the scroll reveals God’s plan for history and humanity, which includes abundant, undeserved grace for repentant sinners, and unbearable, righteously inflicted, justly deserved judgment on unrepentant sinners.”[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Nancy Guthrie, Blessed: Experiencing the Promise of the Book of Revelation (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2022), 96.] 


And John was promised that he would see things that would take place, but then a problem arises.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Morris, Revelation: An Introduction and Commentary, 96.] 

· A mighty angel calls out in a loud voice so that all can hear, “Who is worthy to open the scroll?”
· We aren’t given the identity of the angel. 
· Maybe it’s the same figure described in detail in Revelation 10:1. Maybe it’s Gabriel (Luke 1:19), or Michael the archangel from Daniel. 
· We don’t know. But it doesn’t matter because John is more interested in the angel’s question.
· Who can take and open the scroll?
· A massive search is conducted, and for a moment, it seems that heaven is silent as the angel’s question echoes through the halls of heaven. 
· No one could be found worthy to open the scroll!
· As commentator Leon Morris put it, “No angel in heaven, no saintly man on earth, no prophet in the realm of the departed was sufficient… Only God can unseal the seals and read the secrets of men.”[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Morris, Revelation: An Introduction and Commentary, 96.] 


John begins to weep and the Greek of verse 4 could literally be rendered, “he kept weeping much.”
· Maybe John wept at the thought of not being allowed after all to see “what must take place” (Rev. 4:1).
· Maybe he wept in shame, seeing in himself his own failure to live up to what God intended him to be. 
· Isaiah
· I think John’s weeping was about far more. 
· He wept because if no one was found worthy to open the scroll, then there would be no end to the suffering of this world. 
· There would be no confidence in good triumphing over evil. 
· There would be no assurance that justice will finally be done. 
· There would be no ultimate victory for God’s people. 
· No experience of promised blessings. No new heaven. No new earth. No end to sin and death. No hope.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Guthrie, Blessed: Experiencing the Promise of the Book of Revelation, 97.] 

· No wonder he kept on weeping.

But then comes an answer…
Revelation 5:5-8 ESV And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more (literally, stop crying, quit your crying); behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.” 6 And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7 And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on the throne. 8 And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.

John was distressed that no one could open the scroll. But then one of the twenty-four elders’ steps into the picture and tells John that Christ, who is here called “the Lion of the tribe of Judah and the Root of David,” has triumphed and is worthy to open the scroll (5:5).
· Both titles are taken from the OT.
· As the “Lion of the tribe of Judah,” Jesus fulfills Jacob’s blessing of Judah as a powerful lion whose descendants would hold the scepter of rulership (Gen 49:9–10). 
· As the “Root of David,” Jesus fulfills the heir to David’s throne. He is the promised Messiah who brings God’s rule to earth.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Douglas Mangum, ed., Lexham Context Commentary: New Testament, Lexham Context Commentary (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2020), Re 5:1-7.] 

· The lion imagery symbolizes Christ’s royal majesty and supremacy as the Messiah.

Yet, when John turns to look, what he witnesses is not a roaring lion, but a Lamb bearing the marks of slaughter, standing alive between the throne and the living beings (Rev 5:5–6). 
· And this image—the image of Christ as the slaughtered but conquering Lamb—becomes the master symbol in Revelation from this point forward. 

· The Lamb imagery draws on sacrificial themes in the OT, especially the Passover lamb.
· If you remember, the Passover commemorated the way that God liberated His people from slavery. Israel escaped the judgment that fell on Egypt only through the mediation of a sacrifice—the blood of the lamb.

Jesus is the victorious Lion, but His victory is accomplished through the cross.
And as the Lamb of God, Jesus is the perfect and ultimate sacrifice for sin. 
· His blood has ransomed people for God from every tribe, language, people, and nation (Rev 5:9–10).
· And far from being a meek animal led to the slaughter (as in Isa. 53:7), the Lamb of Revelation[footnoteRef:18] has seven horns, which symbolize perfect power, and seven eyes, which represent complete wisdom (Rev 5:6).[footnoteRef:19] [18:  Mounce, What Are We Waiting For? A Commentary on Revelation, 25.]  [19:  Flemming, Foretaste of the Future: Reading Revelation in Light of God’s Mission, 60.] 


God’s redeeming work in the world happens and can only happen through the crucified Lamb.[footnoteRef:20] [20:  Flemming, Foretaste of the Future: Reading Revelation in Light of God’s Mission, 61–62.] 

As Thomas Oden put it, “Jesus came to this earth to be the sacrifice for our sins, not just clarify the concept of sacrifice. He did not come to teach about the cross, but to be nailed to it. Christianity proclaims not merely that Christ died, but that His death has significance for the course of human history.
· Sin dug a gulf in a relationship. The cross bridged it. 
· Sin resulted in estrangement. The cross reconciled it. 
· Sin made war. The cross made peace. 
· Sin broke fellowship. The cross repaired and restored it.”[footnoteRef:21] [21:  Oden, 401.] 


PAUSE
It’s little wonder then that the twenty-four elders and four living creatures respond in worship…
· A mighty chorus of redeemed people begins to sing a song they have never sung before, a song about what has been accomplished in the death and resurrection of Jesus to bring about what God has intended for his people ever since they were forced to leave Eden.[footnoteRef:22] [22:  Guthrie, Blessed: Experiencing the Promise of the Book of Revelation, 98–99.] 

Revelation 5:9-10 ESV “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, 10 and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.”

What makes Jesus worthy of our worship, worthy of the entirety of our lives?
· Jesus is worthy because he is fully God, fully able to bring about the plans and purposes of the triune God. 
· Jesus is worthy because of the magnitude of his love demonstrated in His sacrificial death on the cross. 
· He is worthy because he is able to make ordinary people like you and me worthy to be a part of his heavenly kingdom and worthy to serve him in holiness.[footnoteRef:23] [23:  Guthrie, Blessed: Experiencing the Promise of the Book of Revelation, 99.] 


In verse 11, the circle of worshippers widens exponentially as a countless company of angels joins the elders and living creatures…
Revelation 5:11-12 ESV Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!”

Can you imagine this sound?
Notice that once again the emphasis is on the sacrificial death of Christ. 
· This one of immeasurable worth offered himself—a sacrifice valuable enough to redeem a people for God. 
· Because he is all-powerful in conquering death, because he is the heir of all things, because he is all-wise and stronger than all of the forces of hell, he is worthy of all the honor, glory, and blessing that the hosts of heaven can shout to him.

But then the celebration grows even grander…[footnoteRef:24] [24:  Guthrie, Blessed: Experiencing the Promise of the Book of Revelation, 101.] 

Revelation 5:13-14 ESV And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” 14 And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped.

For the most part, our culture today doesn’t have a problem with Jesus — as long as He doesn’t make exclusive claims. Jesus is fine as a great moral teacher or an example of sacrificial love or a social media influencer.

But John’s vision is not concerned with a mere moral teacher or social media influencer.
In this scene, all of creation acknowledge God and the Lamb, giving them the praise and glory they deserve. 
· Jesus has supreme authority throughout the universe.
· He is one with the Father and equally worthy of honor.[footnoteRef:25] [25:  Russell R. Byrum, Christian Theology (James L. Fleming, 2005), 359.] 

· He is the only way to life. 
· And He has the right to demand our obedience and loyalty.

And in this scene, all of creation is unable to hold back from giving God and the Lamb unending applause.
· Thomas
· That’s the sense captured in this passage as every creature—every person on the earth, every cow in its stall, every deer in the forest, every bird in the air, every fish in the sea—joins in the roar of praise to Jesus![footnoteRef:26] [26:  Guthrie, Blessed: Experiencing the Promise of the Book of Revelation, 101.] 


And it’s worth noting that Revelation 5:13 is not teaching universalism (that in the end everyone will be saved). 
· The book clearly indicates that there are some who rebel against the Lamb, choosing the pleasures, comforts and promises of Babylon and the beast.
· There are some who begin a journey with the Lamb but do not stand firm. They backslide; they fall away from faith.
· The final judgment scene distinguishes those whose names are in the Book of Life from those cast into the lake of fire. (Rev 6:15–17; 14:9–11; 20:11–15)
Revelation 5:13 does not teach universalism but it does teach a universal salvation that is offered to all and that all will ultimately be confronted with the reality of the Lamb’s reign. 
· Whether we acknowledge Christ’s reign in willing worship or compelled submission is up to us.

Jesus is worthy of our worship. Jesus is worthy of our trust. Jesus is worthy of our affections. Jesus is worthy of whatever may be required of us to live for him with patient endurance.[footnoteRef:27] [27:  Guthrie, Blessed: Experiencing the Promise of the Book of Revelation, 103.] 


PAUSE
Revelation 1:3 reminds us that this book is to be read, heard, and kept. 
· “Keeping” means more than considering its symbols or trying to map its chronology; it means allowing the revelation of Christ to govern faith, worship, allegiance, and conduct.
· And blessing is promised to all who hear and keep what is written in this book. 
· So, the question is, what does it mean for us to hear and keep what is written in Revelation 5?

I. At the heart of what it means to hear and keep it must be the urge to join in the worship that belongs to Jesus. 
Revelation 5 places Jesus within the worship due to God, so “keeping” this chapter means refusing to give our ultimate devotion to any rival power, ruler, ideology, or possession—anything other than Jesus. 
· This vision is meant to reshape what appears glorious and worthy to us. 
· Earthly powers and comforts and luxuries may look impressive, but this throne-room vision identifies the crucified Lamb as the true center of reality and the proper focus of our worship and devotion.

And if there is no tug in our hearts, no longing to be a part of this grand celebration around the throne when Jesus finally receives all the enthusiastic, thundering praise he deserves, maybe we need to ask ourselves:
· What is it in my life that is getting the worship and devotion that belongs to Jesus? 

II. To hear and keep Revelation 5 means that we continue to trust in God regardless of our circumstances.
John initially wept because it seemed like the plan and purpose of God would never be fulfilled. But then Jesus stepped forward, took the scroll and set in motion the final events of history.
· Keeping this message means patient confidence in God’s care rather than treating present suffering and injustice as the final explanation of reality. 
· The Lamb, not the beastly powers that dominate later in Revelation, holds the future.

III. To hear and keep it means that there must be some correspondence in the way we worship Jesus with the way Jesus is worshiped in heaven. 
Statistics about being born again.
· It’s really easy to do some churchy things while never offering any whole-heart and whole-body worship that looks anything like the picture we’re shown here. 
· Does something need to change about the way we approach worship?[footnoteRef:28] [28:  Guthrie, Blessed: Experiencing the Promise of the Book of Revelation, 102.] 

· Do we need to repent?
· Our greatest need is not to be delivered from temporary circumstances but to be delivered from sin, death, and God’s righteous judgment.

IV. Finally, to hear and keep Revelation 5 is to live as the Lamb’s redeemed priestly people. 
The redeemed in Revelation are not merely rescued spectators. 
· The new song says that Christ makes them “a kingdom of priests,” and Revelation repeatedly portrays his people as those who remain faithful, bear witness, and endure opposition.  (Rev 5:9–10)
· So, hearing and keeping Revelation 5 includes a vocation: Jesus’ sacrificial death on the cross is not only the source of our salvation; it is the pattern of our lives.[footnoteRef:29] [29:  Flemming, Foretaste of the Future: Reading Revelation in Light of God’s Mission, 70.] 


At the end of Revelation 5, we’re invited to join the worship of the Lamb? Will you?
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