Sermon
How God Wants Us to Live
Big Idea: Because God is holy, His people are called to a holiness that shows up in everyday life — he wants us to be honest in all that we do, to speak the truth, and to show love for our neighbor.

[bookmark: _jldd33hfm22e]The Question Everyone Asks
Every human being, at some point, asks the same question: What does God actually want from me, how am I supposed to act?
Some of us ask it with genuine hunger. Others ask it with a kind of nervous dread — as if God is a demanding boss whose approval we can never quite earn. And still others have quietly given up asking, because the answers they've heard didn't add up.
Leviticus is not the book most of us turn to for that answer. It has a reputation — laws about sacrifices, purity, and priestly ritual that feel far removed from current everyday life. But right in the middle of it, God does something remarkable. He gathers  the whole congregation and gives them a chapter of commands that read less like a rulebook and more like a portrait of a life. 
And He begins with the reason for all of it: "You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy".
Notice that. God does not start with the rules. He starts with Himself. The commands that follow are not arbitrary hoops to jump through — they are there to shape our life; a life that  reflects the character of the God who saved His people. He gets very specific about what this looks like in ordinary places: the courtroom, the workplace, the neighborhood, the heart.
"And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 'Speak to all the congregation of the children of Israel, and say to them: You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy.'"
Notice who is being addressed: all the congregation. Not just the priests. Not just the leaders. Not just the especially devout. Every man, woman, and child among the people of Israel is called to holiness. God saying it belongs to the whole community, the one at that time and the one we are part of now.
And notice the foundation: for I the LORD your God am holy. That command is grounded in God saying you are to be holy because I am holy. Our lives are meant to reflect God.
That means our  life is to have  a resemblance of God’s family likeness. 
God has  shaped us into the image of the One who saved them. Holiness is what happens when the character of God begins to show up in the character of His people.
If God is just, we; his people - will be just. If God is truthful, we will be truthful. If God is faithful in his love, we will be people who are faithful and able to love the world and all those in it. 
Now watch where God takes this.
The first place holiness shows up is when we make judgements or opinions. Holiness means judging by what is right, not by who is standing in front of you. That is something that anyone with a position of authority should follow— a manager, a parent, a teacher, a leader. Do you treat people according to the truth, or according to what they can do for you?
"You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not stand up against the life of your neighbor."
Next is what we say. Holiness means you do not trade in other people's names. You can not only cause physical harm, but you can be responsible for the slow death of a person’s reputation and dignity that gossip causes. 
God tells us hatred that stays hidden is still hatred. 
And the remedy is: deal with it directly; don’t let resentment fester in silence. Go to the person. Speak the truth IN LOVE. Holiness refuses to let bitterness take root.
"You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD."
And there is the greatest commandment of all: love your neighbor as yourself. No vengeance. No grudges. No keeping score. Just love. And as I usually remind everyone, this neighbor is anyone you come in contact with, not just the people in the next houses.
Do you see what God is doing? He is not asking for religious performance. He is asking for a life. A life filled with justice , honesty, - truthfulness with your tongue, forgiveness in your heart. Love for what God has created. That is how God wants us to live.
So if God requires this, and we cannot produce it, what hope is there?
The answer is Jesus. He is the One who fulfilled every line of this chapter. We are accepted because of what He did.
And once that is settled — once you know you are loved and secure — you are finally free to actually live this way. Not to earn God's love, but because you already have it. 
What does this look like in practice?
If you have some type of authority— refuse to play favorites. Judge by what is right. Treat the person who can do nothing for you exactly as well as the person who can.
Guard your tongue - When you are tempted to pass along a story about someone, stop. Ask yourself: is this true, is this kind, and does this person need me to say it? If not, don't.
Deal with any grudges you have - Do you have resentment towards anyone? Go to them. Reason frankly. Speak the truth in love. 
Love the neighbor in front of you -The one whose dog barks. The one who voted differently than you. The one who hurt you. Love them as you love yourself.
God is not asking you for a performance. He is asking to live your life properly. Following the  one simple truth: You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy.
Holiness is not a list. It’s what happens when the character of God starts showing up in your life — in all that you do.
And here is the good news: the One who calls you to this is the same God that  makes this possible. Jesus did what we couldn’t do,  He gave us what we could not earn. 
So we do not strive to be accepted. We strive because we are Holy, we are part of God’s chosen family.
So what should we do? What if we stop trying to impress God and start resembling God? What if this week , we ask ourselves "What does it look like for God’s character to show up in my life today?" This is how God wants us to live.

