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“Stand Firm. Love Well.” (Thriving in Chaos Series - Ep. |)

The world may change. God does not. The circumstances in your life may
change. God does not. But we can do more than survive—we can thrive.

Daniel didn’t choose his circumstances. He had to choose how to live
within them.

“It pleased Darius to appoint 120 satraps to rule throughout the kingdom,
2 with three administrators over them, one of whom was Daniel. The
satraps were made accountable to them so that the king might not suffer
loss. 3 Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the administrators
and the satraps by his exceptional qualities that the king planned to set him
over the whole kingdom. 4 At this, the administrators and the satraps tried
to find grounds for charges against Daniel in his conduct of
government affairs, but they were unable to do so. They could find no
corruption in him, because he was trustworthy and neither corrupt

nor negligent. 5 Finally these men said, “We will never find any basis for

charges against this man Daniel unless it has something to do with the law
of his God.” Daniel 6:1-5

People may disagree with our beliefs, but can they still trust our character?

“The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen
His glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full
of grace and truth.” John 1:14 (NLT)

What is 2 It's God's standard.

“Make them holy by Your truth; teach them Your Word, which is truth.”
John 17:17 (NLT)

God’s Word shapes our identity, our convictions and corrects our
thinking. -Steve MacDonald

What is 2 Grace is God’s undeserved favour.

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith— and this is not
from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can
boast.” Ephesians 2:8-9

“Without truth, we are corrupt. Without grace, we are condemned. Without
truth, we become worldly. Without grace, we become judgmental. Truth
without grace is mean. Grace without truth is meaningless. Grace invites us
to be free so the Truth can set us free.” -Chris Hodges

Jesus shows us what it looks like to hold grace and truth together.

1. People.

“So now | am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as |
have loved you, you should love each other. 35 Your love for one another
will prove to the world that you are My disciples.” John 13:34-35 (NLT)

Every person bears God’s image and needs His grace.

2. People.
“For though | am free from all, | have made myself a servant to all, that |
might win more of them.” 1 Corinthians 9:19 (ESV)

Paul willingly served others for the sake of the gospel.

3. Christ With People.

“The king said to Daniel, “Surely your God is the God of gods and the
Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries, for you were able to reveal this
mystery.” Daniel 2:47
Daniel uses his opportunity to people toward God.

Like us, Daniel couldn’t control what was happening in the world around
him. But he could remain faithful to God, pray, serve with integrity, and
speak with wisdom in love.

All scripture is from the New International Version unless otherwise note.
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The world may change. God does not. The circumstances in your life may
change. God does not. But we can do more than survive—we can thrive.

Daniel didn’t choose his circumstances. He had to choose how to live
within them.

“It pleased Darius to appoint 120 satraps to rule throughout the kingdom,
2 with three administrators over them, one of whom was Daniel. The
satraps were made accountable to them so that the king might not suffer
loss. 3 Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the administrators
and the satraps by his exceptional qualities that the king planned to set him
over the whole kingdom. 4 At this, the administrators and the satraps tried
to find grounds for charges against Daniel in his conduct of
government affairs, but they were unable to do so. They could find no
corruption in him, because he was trustworthy and neither corrupt

nor negligent. 5 Finally these men said, “We will never find any basis for

charges against this man Daniel unless it has something to do with the law
of his God.” Daniel 6:1-5

People may disagree with our beliefs, but can they still trust our character?

“The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen
His glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full
of grace and truth.” John 1:14 (NLT)

What is Truth? It's God’s standard.

“Make them holy by Your truth; teach them Your Word, which is truth.”
John 17:17 (NLT)

God’s Word shapes our identity, our convictions and corrects our
thinking. -Steve MacDonald

What is Grace? Grace is God’s undeserved favour.

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith— and this is not
from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can
boast.” Ephesians 2:8-9

“Without truth, we are corrupt. Without grace, we are condemned. Without
truth, we become worldly. Without grace, we become judgmental. Truth
without grace is mean. Grace without truth is meaningless. Grace invites us
to be free so the Truth can set us free.” -Chris Hodges

Jesus shows us what it looks like to hold grace and truth together.

1. Love People.

“So now | am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as |
have loved you, you should love each other. 35 Your love for one another
will prove to the world that you are My disciples.” John 13:34-35 (NLT)

Every person bears God’s image and needs His grace.

2. Serve People.
“For though | am free from all, | have made myself a servant to all, that |
might win more of them.” 1 Corinthians 9:19 (ESV)

Paul willingly served others for the sake of the gospel.

3. Share Christ With People.

“The king said to Daniel, “Surely your God is the God of gods and the
Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries, for you were able to reveal this
mystery.” Daniel 2:47

Daniel uses his opportunity to point people toward God.

Like us, Daniel couldn’t control what was happening in the world around
him. But he could remain faithful to God, pray, serve with integrity, and
speak with wisdom in love.

All scripture is from the New International Version unless otherwise note.



