Series: Seek First the Kingdom of God: Rise Up and Build
Sermon: Awakened by Grief
Primary Text: Nehemiah 1

Discussion guide:
· Have you ever been motivated to action by grief? Explain.
· What is the Kingdom of God? (see Luke 17:20-21)
· What is our role in the kingdom? (see Matthew 6:10; 2 Corinthians 5:20; Revelation 11:15)
· Read Nehemiah 1:1-2 – how does Nehemiah show his care for God’s people?
· What does this teach out about our care for God’s kingdom?
· How do we pay attention to God’s kingdom?
· Read Nehemiah 1:3-4 – why does Nehemiah weep?
· How does this show that Nehemiah’s heart is aligned with Gods?
· How do we begin to weep for what God weeps for? (see Matthew 6:10 and Luke 22:42)
· Is there anything that you are grieving that God is grieving too?
· Read Nehemiah 1:4 – what does he do after he weeps?
· Read Nehemiah 1:5 – what is the first thing Nehemiah prays?
· Why is it important to start with praising God for His greatness and His goodness?
· How does this help prepare us 
· Read Nehemiah 1:6-7 – what does Nehemiah pray next?
· Why is confessing sin essential to building the Kingdom of God? (see Hebrews 12:1)
· How do our sins affect kingdom building for others?
· Read Nehemiah 1:8-9 – what is Nehemiah reminding God of here?
· Why do you think he does this?
· How does praying God’s promises help us want what God wants more and see more clearly what we ought to do?
