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Introduction 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in 

order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news 

of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. 

Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will 

unite more fully in worship and mission. 

 

 

 

 
 



       ---———————- GATHERING ————————— 
  The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
  

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

INVOCATION  

We gather in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

      (Please Stand) 

 
 

GATHERING SONG        CHRIST IS MADE THE SURE FOUNDATION (ELW #645) 
     

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
           

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the 

earth. Amen. 
 

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 
          Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own 
hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine 
love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one 
another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no 

condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 
Amen. 

 
 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 

 
 
KYRIE 

 



 

 

 

 



HYMN OF PRAISE       

 
 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every 
age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect 
and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow 
on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 

            (Please be seated) 
 

               ——————— WORD——————— 
          God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    

FIRST READING         JEREMIAH 31:31-34
        

31 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their 
ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that 
they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make 
with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will 
write it on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they 
teach one another or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the 
least of them to the greatest, says the LORD, for I will forgive their iniquity and remember their sin 
no more. 

   
         

   This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
   

 (Please Stand) 
  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION          
                           

 
 
 
 



GOSPEL                    JOHN 8: 31-36
   

The Holy Gospel according to John the 8th Chapter.  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
      31 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly 
my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33 They answered 
him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you 
mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
 
  34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 
35 The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there 
forever. 36 So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ 
 

                (Please be seated) 
 

SERMON                                                               BRUCE LOTHROP 
 

          
(Please Stand) 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY                                    MORE LIKE JESUS 

CCLI Song # 7105732 

Brett Younker | Brooke Ligertwood | Kristian Stanfill | Scott Ligertwood 
© 2018 sixsteps Music; worshiptogether.com songs; SHOUT! Music Publishing Australia 

 
 

Verse 1 
You came to the world You created 

Trading Your crown for a cross 
You willingly died 

Your innocent life paid the cost 
 

Verse 2 
Counting Your status as nothing 

The King of all kings came to serve 
Washing my feet 

Covering me with Your love 
 

Chorus 
If more of You means less of me 

Take ev'rything 
Yes all of You is all I need 

Take ev'rything 
 

Verse 3 
You are my life and my treasure 
The One that I can't live without 

Here at Your feet 
My desires and dreams I lay down 

Here at Your feet 
My desires and dreams I lay down 



Bridge 
Oh Lord change me like only You can 

Here with my heart in Your hands 
Father I pray make me more like Jesus 

This world is dying to know who You are 
You've shown us the way to Your heart 

So Father I pray make me more like Jesus 
(More like Jesus more like Jesus Lord) 

 
Interlude 

Oh Lord oh Lord 
Father I pray 
Father I pray 

Make me more like Jesus 
         

 
OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH                   The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

            (Please be Seated) 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Each petition will end with “Hear us, O God,” and the response will be “Your mercy is great.”   

 
SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

       
 

——— MEAL——— 
                                                                God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

OFFERING 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity in supporting the ongoing ministry of Bethel Lutheran 
Church!  In-person gifts may be placed in the offering plates, mailed to Bethel Evangelical 

Lutheran Church (2077 N. Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603), given online at 
www.bethelwinchester.com or using the adjacent QR code. 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MUSIC FOR REFLECTION                                     ANCIENT WORDS 
CCLI SONG # 2986399 

LYNN DESHAZO 
© 2001 INTEGRITY'S HOSANNA! MUSIC; LYNN DESHAZO MUSIC 

 

 
Verse 1 

Holy words long preserved 
For our walk in this world 

They resound with God's own heart 
O let the ancient words impart 

 
Verse 2 

Words of life words of hope 
Give us strength help us cope 
In this world where'er we roam 

Ancient words will guide us home 
 

Chorus 
Ancient words ever true 

Changing me changing you 
We have come with open hearts 
O let the ancient words impart 

 
Verse 3 

Holy words of our faith 
Handed down to this age 

Came to us through sacrifice 
O heed the faithful words of Christ 

 
Verse 4 

Martyr's blood stains each page 
They have died for this faith 

Hear them cry through the years 
Heed these words and hold them dear 

 
Ending 

We have come with open hearts 
O let the ancient words impart 
O let the ancient words impart 

 
AS THE GRAINS OF WHEAT (ELW #465) 

 
 

               (Please Stand) 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 
PREFACE  
 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
 

 
 
 

JESUS WORDS ABOUT COMMUNION 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Words: Matthew 6:9-13;adapt by Mark A Miller and Laurie Zelman Music: Mark A Miller Adapt and music ©2008 Abingdon Press admin by the Copyright Company 

 

 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 Christ invites you to this table.  All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
 

 

          (Please be seated) 
 

 
 
 
 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Welcome to the Lord’s Table!   

Everyone, regardless of age and denomination, is invited to join us for Holy Communion. If you prefer a blessing, simply inform the communion 
distributors. The ushers will direct your row when it is time to come forward.  

 

You will receive the bread from the first Holy Communion distributor. You will pick up the cup of wine or juice from the tray held by the second 
distributor. For those who need gluten free a pre-packaged gluten-free wafer and a cup of grape juice 

 is also available. 
Once you have communed, you are invited to return to your seat for silent reflection or singing 

 

 
 
 

 

  
 
 



 

COMMUNION HYMN                                            GOODNESS OF GOD  
CCLI Song # 7117726 

Ben Fielding | Brian Johnson | Ed Cash | Jason Ingram | Jenn Johnson 
© 2018 Capitol CMG Paragon; Fellow Ships Music; So Essential Tunes; SHOUT! Music Publishing Australia; Bethel Music Publishing 

 

Verse 1 
I love You Lord 

Oh Your mercy never fails me 
All my days 

I've been held in Your hands 
From the moment that I wake up 

Until I lay my head 
I will sing of the goodness of God 

 

Chorus 
All my life You have been faithful 

All my life You have been so so good 
With every breath that I am able 
I will sing of the goodness of God 

 

Verse 2 
I love Your voice 

You have led me through the fire 
In darkest night 

You are close like no other 
I've known You as a father 
I've known You as a friend 

I have lived in the goodness of God 
 

 



Bridge 
Your goodness is running after 

It’s running after me 
Your goodness is running after 

It’s running after me 
With my life laid down 
I’m surrendered now 
I give You everything 

Your goodness is running after 
It's running after me 

 

Chorus 
All my life You have been faithful 

All my life You have been so so good 
With every breath that I am able 
I will sing of the goodness of God 

 
 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your 
liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 

           –—————— SENDING ————— 
           God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 

 BENEDICTION 
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.  Amen. 
 

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
 SENDING SONG                       A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD (ELW #504) 
 

 

DISMISSAL  
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  
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