Small Group Study
1 Samuel 15:20-30
October 29,2026

When Insecurities govern our choices

Theme: The danger of self-deception, partial obedience, and the fear of people.

Key Verse — 1 Samuel 15:22 “To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams.”
Introduction The command of God in the first verse of this chapter would have been difficult to follow for
many ethical even moral reasons. But Saul’s disobedience had nothing to do with ethics or morality. Samuel
confronts Saul with his sin, but Saul began to make excuses justifying his actions.

Saul's story invites us to examine our own hearts. There are times, when what God requires of us is difficult.
In those times, Is it possible to believe we are obeying God while quietly making compromises? Can our
religious activities sometimes become a substitute for genuine obedience?

Reflection and Discussion

1. When we convince ourselves we are right (vv. 20-21)

Saul insisted that he had obeyed the Lord, even though he had deliberately spared Agag and the best of the
livestock.

Why do you think Saul had such difficulty recognizing his own disobedience? In what ways might we be guilty
of the same self-deception?

2. When religious activity replaces obedience (vv. 22-23)

Samuel declared that obedience is better than sacrifice. Why do you think God places greater importance on
obedience than religious offerings? How might this happen in our own lives?

3. When the fear of people becomes greater than the fear of God (v. 24)

Saul finally admitted, “I was afraid of the men and so | gave in to them.” How does our desire for acceptance,
approval, or avoiding conflict influence the choices we make? How can we learn to trust God when
obedience may disappoint others?

4. When repentance is more about consequences than the heart (vv. 24—30)

Even after confessing his sin, Saul asked Samuel to honour him before the elders of Israel. What does this
reveal about Saul's priorities? How can we distinguish genuine repentance from simply being sorry that we
have been caught or that our actions have consequences?

5. When God invites us to examine our own hearts

Saul's downfall did not begin with one dramatic act of rebellion, but with choices that revealed a divided
heart. Looking at your own walk with God, are there areas where you may be offering God only partial

obedience? What might it mean for you to respond differently this week?

Closing Reflection What do you think is the central problem with Saul? What lesson or lessons might we
take home from from this study of Saul’s life?
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