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When I went to seminary, I discovered challenges that no good grade could 
fix. I was in a failing marriage. I isolated myself from my colleagues out of 
fear. Ironic that in a Lutheran seminary, where we were trying to learn 
about grace and forgiveness, I doubled down on overachievement to try to 
feel better about myself. Yet, the “mighty fortress” of achievement I had 
built for myself was crumbling under the weight of relentless anxiety and 
shame. 

I had a lot of help. A kind, competent therapist helped me gain perspective. 
I was introduced to private confession and forgiveness, which has 
continued to be a source of liberation for me. My professors were 
supportive. My internship supervisor was always in my corner. But it was 
my colleagues that provided the most important learning of all. They 
provided me grace and comfort during one of the lowest periods of my life. 
They helped me learn a little more about love—the love that is deeply 
concerned for someone, just as they are. No strings, no quid pro quos, no 
hidden expectations.

God has graced me with more teachers in this kind of love, especially 
Sarah. Abigail, too, has taught me more about what it means to love and to 
be gentler with others and myself. (A work in progress, of course!) And of 
course, you all have been my teachers in how to love. I’m grateful to you all.

As we continue to be church together in a deeply anxious time, God help us 
to love as he loves us. And God drive out our fears so we can live more fully 
in his love, without condition.

Love to you all,

Pastor David

There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear…. 
–1 John 4:18a

About twenty years ago, I was diagnosed with an anxiety 
disorder. As you might imagine, this came as a surprise to 
absolutely no one. I have always been tightly wound. From 
preschool on, I was an overachiever, quick to correct and 
quicker to criticize others and myself. Case in point: on one 
notable elementary school report card, the teacher wrote: 



Shalom Lutheran 
Financial Activity: 

Sep/26 

SHALOM LUTHERAN CHURCH
COUNCIL MINUTES

September 21st, 2026

PRESENT:   Ken, Corey, Carol, Julie, Sherri, Grant, and Pastor David
ABSENT:     none
Mee�ng was called to order at 5:30 pm. 

Mo�on was made by Ken to approve agenda with addi�on of Endowment Fund report to the agenda, seconded by 
Grant, and carried unanimously. Mo�on was made to approve the August 17th, 2026 Council minutes by Pastor, 
seconded by Julie and carried unanimously.

Pastor David read a short devo�onal from Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s Life Together and opened the mee�ng with prayer.

Reviewed reports by Pastor and Commi�ees:
**Pastor’s Report: Report included in packet. Pastor shared that 8 individuals a�ended the adult catechism class. 
Three youth are expected to a�end confirma�on this year.

** Staff: Report in packet from Youth and Music Director.
** Worship: Did not meet since last Council mee�ng. New members have been added to the commi�ee, and a new 
Chairperson is yet to be selected.
** Finance: Report in packet from Treasurer. General fund giving remains behind budget. Building fund giving is also 
below budget. An incomplete first dra� budget was distributed for feedback from commi�ees.
** Stewardship: Report in packet. Generous Mindset ini�a�ve with Thrivent has started at Shalom. 
** Y/ED: Report in packet. 
**Outreach and Caring: Report in packet on outreach ac�vi�es. Feedback has remained posi�ve for healing prayer 
sessions so more will likely be held.
**God’s Work Our Hands: Report in packet on commi�ee ac�vi�es. 
**Personnel: No report. Staff reviews schedule for October 1st.  
** Property: No report. Discussed need to get bids for leaking roof repairs over fellowship area as well as budge�ng to 
begin window replacements.
** Technology: Did not meet. 
** Endowment fund: Report in packet

New Business: Council was reminded that commi�ee reports are due by the end of September to support produc�on 
of annual reports.
Discussed ideas to promote par�cipa�on in shared ministry, including new training sessions.
Carol shared changes to bazaar leadership organiza�on.

Old Business: None.

A closing prayer was offered by Carol.
With no other business before the Council, the mee�ng was adjourned.  

Respec�ully submi�ed by Grant Pexsa, Council Treasurer



Wednesday Programming 

As we have in years past, we’re looking for members of the 
congregation who would be willing to host a meal or donate 
toward the youth meal fund. Providing a meal is a wonderful way 
to support our youth and help make Wednesday nights a welcom-
ing time of fellowship. If you’d like to host a meal or contribute to 
the meal fund, please reach out to Sam. There is a sign-up sheet 
in the community room where folks can sign-up to provide meals. 

Family Nights 

Family Nights will be held on the second Wednesday of each 
month. Bring your friends and family! We will serve a meal 
starting at 5 p.m. with a different 

event/activity each month from 5:30-6:30 p.m. This is a great 
time to come together and connect with others in our community. 

REMINDER: Please continue to support our Coffee Fund with your 
donations. The donation box is located on the treat table in the 
Community Room!  



Shalom Ringers: New ringers are always welcome! Come be part of this fun 
musical ministry. Rehearsals are Wednesdays from 6:30-7:30 p.m.

Shalom Singers: You have a voice and we encourage you to come use it here! We 
rehearse every Thursday except the third Thursday of each month. Come sing 
with us—no audition required! 

Uke Can Do It! 

On the third Thursday of each month, come to Encore! for “Uke Can Do It!”, a 
monthly ukulele jam. Bring your ukulele and play along with YouTube videos in 
a relaxed, fun setting. Whether you’re an experi-enced player or just getting 
started, come join us! 

Gospel of Uke 

Thinking about picking up a ukulele—or getting back to playing? Gospel of Uke 
is a fun, welcoming group that meets at Shalom every Tuesday from 5:00–6:00 
p.m., except the second Tuesday of each month. 

Whether you’re a seasoned ukulele player or still learning your chords, come 
join us! It’s a great way to make music, 

have some fun, and connect with others.

November Birthdays
11/01 Melchert Dennis 
11/05 Bukowski Tam 
11/05 Malvin          Ava 
11/05 Stark  Jill 
11/07 Pletcher Susan 
11/11 Hanish Sam 
11/14 Abraham Stacey 
11/14 Stueve Cindy
11/17 Iverson Corrine 
11/17 Toivonen Greg 
11/18 Priebe Michael 
11/22 Pexsa Gavin 
11/27 Mastel John 
11/27 Silver  Marlene 
11/29 Hills  Tom 
11/30 Endreson Curt 



Nov Shared Ministry



N
ovem

ber 2026
11-01-26
Barb Beyer
Randy & Eldie Der�nger
Derek & Isabelle Navra�l 

11-08-26 
Sue Engstrom
Ryan & Angie Erickson
Randy & Leann Ho�eck

11-15-26 
Mike & Sarah Flaten
Nick & Jenny Johnson
Sherri Endreson

11-22-26 

The Malvin/Freier Family

11-29-26
Al Anderson
Pat Arneson
John & Vic Dale

If you are unable to serve on the date you 
are scheduled please change with another 

family unit If you have any problems, 
questions or concerns, or if you have an 

idea which would make this Sunday 
Hospitality more effective, please contact 

Geri at the church office.
Thanks for your ministry in this area.

SUNDAY MORNING HOSPITALITY    Nov 2026




