
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
Narrative Lectionary 
Reformation Sunday 
October 25, 2026  

Prayer of the Day  
God of forgiveness, you showed your servant David the error 
of his ways, and forgave him for his sins. Forgive us, and help 
us to see how we might live differently to honor you. We pray 
these things in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

First Reading: 2 Samuel 11:1-5, 26-27; 12:1-9 
In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent 
Joab out with the king’s men and the whole Israelite army. They 
destroyed the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David 
remained in Jerusalem. One evening David got up from his bed 
and walked around on the roof of the palace. From the roof he 
saw a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful, and 
David sent someone to find out about her. The man said, “She is 
Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite.” Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to 
him, and he slept with her. (Now she was purifying herself from 
her monthly uncleanness.) Then she went back home. The 
woman conceived and sent word to David, saying, “I am 
pregnant.” When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband was 
dead, she mourned for him. After the time of mourning was 
over, David had her brought to his house, and she became his 
wife and bore him a son. But the thing David had done 
displeased the Lord. The Lord sent Nathan to David. When he 
came to him, he said, “There were two men in a certain town, 
one rich and the other poor. The rich man had a very large 
number of sheep and cattle, but the poor man had nothing 
except one little ewe lamb he had bought. He raised it, and it  



grew up with him and his children. It shared his food, drank 
from his cup and even slept in his arms. It was like a daughter 
to him.  “Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man 
refrained from taking one of his own sheep or cattle to prepare 
a meal for the traveler who had come to him. Instead, he took 
the ewe lamb that belonged to the poor man and prepared it 
for the one who had come to him.” David burned with anger 
against the man and said to Nathan, “As surely as the Lord 
lives, the man who did this must die! He must pay for that 
lamb four times over, because he did such a thing and had no 
pity.” Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! This is 
what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘I anointed you king 
over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul.  I gave 
your master’s house to you, and your master’s wives into your 
arms. I gave you all Israel and Judah. And if all this had been 
too little, I would have given you even more. Why did you 
despise the word of the Lord by doing what is evil in his eyes? 
You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took his 
wife to be your own. You killed him with the sword of the 
Ammonites. 

 
Psalm 51:1-9 
1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; 
according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions.  
2 Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.  
3 For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.  
4 Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil 
in your sight; so you are right in your verdict and justified 
when you judge.  
5 Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother 
conceived me.  
6 Yet you desired faithfulness even in the womb; you taught 
me wisdom in that secret place.  
7 Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I 
will be whiter than snow.  
8 Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have 
crushed rejoice.  
9 Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. 

Gospel: Matthew 21:33-41 
“Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted 
a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and 
built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some 
farmers and moved to another place. When the harvest time 
approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his 
fruit. “The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed 
another, and stoned a third. Then he sent other servants to 
them, more than the first time, and the tenants treated them the 
same way. Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect 
my son,’ he said. “But when the tenants saw the son, they said 
to each other, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his 
inheritance.’ So they took him and threw him out of the 
vineyard and killed him. “Therefore, when the owner of the 
vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” “He will 
bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he 
will rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his 
share of the crop at harvest time.” 

 
 
 
 

Lessons for next week: 1 Kings 3:4-28; Matthew 6:9-10 


