October 4, 2026

First Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7

I will sing for my beloved
my love song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill.
He dug it and cleared it of stones
and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it
and hewed out a wine vat in it;
he expected it to yield grapes,
but it yielded rotten grapes.

*And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
and people of Judah,
judge between me
and my vineyard.
“What more was there to do for my vineyard
that I have not done in it?
When I expected it to yield grapes,
why did it yield rotten grapes?

>And now I will tell you
what I will do to my vineyard.
I will remove its hedge,
and it shall be devoured;
I will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down.
51 will make it a wasteland;
it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;
I will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain upon it.

’For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts
is the house of Israel,

and the people of Judah
are his cherished garden;



he expected justice
but saw bloodshed;
righteousness
but heard a cry!

Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46

Jesus said: **“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower.
Then he leased it to tenants and went away. ** When the harvest time had come,
he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. *°But the tenants seized
his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. *° Again he sent other
slaves, more than the first, and they treated them in the same way. *” Then he
sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ *®* But when the tenants
saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and
get his inheritance.’ *°So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and
killed him. “° Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those
tenants?” “' They said to him, “"He will put those wretches to a miserable death and
lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest
time.”

42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:

‘The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’?

“*“Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given
to a people that produces its fruits. ““The one who falls on this stone will be
broken to pieces, and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”

“>When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that
he was speaking about them. “°They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the
crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.



October 11 & 18, 2026

First Reading: 1 Chronicles 29:1-9

tKing David said to the whole assembly, "My son Solomon, whom alone God has
chosen, is young and inexperienced, and the work is great, for the temple will not
be for mortals but for the LORD God. *So I have provided for the house of my God,
so far as I was able, the gold for the things of gold, the silver for the things of
silver, and the bronze for the things of bronze, the iron for the things of iron, and
wood for the things of wood, besides great quantities of onyx and stones for
setting, antimony, colored stones, all sorts of precious stones, and marble in
abundance. °Moreover, in addition to all that I have provided for the holy house, 1
have a treasure of my own of gold and silver, and because of my devotion to the
house of my God I give it to the house of my God: “three thousand talents of gold,
of the gold of Ophir, and seven thousand talents of refined silver, for overlaying the
walls of the house, °and for all the work to be done by artisans, gold for the things
of gold and silver for the things of silver. Who then will offer willingly, consecrating
themselves today to the LORD?”

®Then the leaders of ancestral houses made their freewill offerings, as did also
the leaders of the tribes of Israel, the commanders of the thousands and of the
hundreds, and the officers over the king’s work. “They gave for the service of the
house of God five thousand talents and ten thousand darics of gold, ten thousand
talents of silver, eighteen thousand talents of bronze, and one hundred thousand
talents of iron. ® Whoever had precious stones gave them to the treasury of the
house of the LORD, into the care of Jehiel the Gershonite. °Then the people rejoiced
because these had given willingly, for with single mind they had offered freely to
the LoRrD; King David also rejoiced greatly.

Reading: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15

Paul writes: °The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. “Each of you
must give as you have made up your mind, not regretfully or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver. ® And God is able to provide you with every blessing in
abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share
abundantly in every good work. °As it is written,

“He scatters abroad; he gives to the poor;
his righteousness endures forever.”
"He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply
your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. ' You will be
enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to
God through us, **for the rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of
the saints but also overflows with many thanksgivings to God. ** Through the



testing of this ministry you glorify God by your obedience to the confession of the
gospel of Christ and by the generosity of your partnership with them and with all
others, ““while they long for you and pray for you because of the surpassing grace
of God that he has given you. > Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!



October 25, 2026

Reformation Sunday

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34

*IThe days are surely coming, says the LOrRD, when I will make a new covenant with
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. **It will not be like the covenant that I
made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the
land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the
LorD. **But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those
days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their
hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. ** No longer shall they
teach one another or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know
me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD, for I will forgive their
iniquity and remember their sin no more.

Reading: John 8:31-36

31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you
are truly my disciples, *?and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you
free.” >*They answered him, "We are descendants of Abraham and have never been
slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free'?”

4 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a
slave to sin. *°*The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the
son has a place there forever. *°So if the Son makes you free, you will be free
indeed.”
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