AI Chapter 6 Summary

[bookmark: _GoBack]Hosea 6 falls within the section titled "Israel Unrepentant," where with a variety of descriptions of Israel's stubborn disobedience, God shows how the nation is inexorably headed for destruction because it rebelled against him.
The chapter opens with Israel saying, "Let us return to the LORD," which the NIV Study Bible calls a shallow (v. 4) proposal of repentance (using phrases from 5:13–15), in which Israel acknowledged that God, not Assyria (cf. 5:13), was the true physician. God saw through Israel's superficial repentance. Their love was like "morning mist" and "dew," figurative for that which is temporary.
The key theological point comes in verse 6: God desires mercy, not sacrifice. Sacrifices, even the special sacrifices given to cover sins ("burnt offerings"), are essentially hypocritical if the worship is not matched by behavior (cf. Amos 5:21–24; Jas 2:18). Simply put, going through the religious motions will not cut it with God.
Verses 7–11 expose covenant-breaking, priestly violence, and idolatry, and even Judah, though perhaps less corrupt than Ephraim, was still more than minimally guilty of breaking the covenant and would therefore eventually reap its own "harvest" of judgment.
For application, consider: How has our devotion to God at times been like "morning mist"? What can we do to nurture a more consistent discipleship?
