AI Chapter 7 Summary

Hosea 7 exposes Israel's unrepented sin, showing that nothing was hidden from God. Here God through Hosea points out persistent, unrepented sin. Everything is open before the Lord, but the wicked believe that God does not see.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The chapter describes political chaos. Four kings were assassinated in 20 years, Zechariah and Shallum in a seven-month period. Hosea compares the plotters to a hot oven: as the fire of an oven cannot always be seen from the outside, these princes secretly burned and plotted against the king while entertaining him with their lies.
Israel also trusted foreign alliances instead of God. Desperate attempts to avoid defeat at the hands of the menacing Assyrian Empire reveal Israel's assumption that their God would not save them but that they could save themselves by diplomacy and alliances. Their stubbornness meant exile.6
The root problem was spiritual. The primary reason they turned to Egypt and Assyria for help was because they did not want to turn to God in repentance.
Yet God's heart remains merciful. Nevertheless, he always longs to "redeem" (rescue, reclaim, repossess) those who have turned away from him.

