St. Paul
Lutheran Church

Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost

October 18, 2026 8:00 a.m.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE “You Rescued Me” Geoff Bullock

CONFESSION Please rise
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

OPENING HYMN: WOV #719 “God Is Here!”



INVOCATION
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit, be with you all.

And also with you.
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In Peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

©@ Lord, have mer - cy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.

=

' T
@ Lord, have mer - cy.

Help save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.




HYMN OF PRAISE
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
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Lord God, heav - en- ly king, al- might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor- ship you, we  give you thanks, we praise you for your glo- ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-1ly Son of theFa- ther,

Lord God, Lamb of God:
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You take a-way the sin of theworld; have mer - ¢y on us.
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You are seat- ed at the right hand of the Fa- ther; re-ceive our prayer.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together,

Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your
image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you
what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 45:1-7

Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand | have grasped to
subdue nations before him and to strip kings of their robes, to open doors before him—
and the gates shall not be closed: | will go before you and level the mountains; | will
break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron; | will give you the
treasures of darkness and riches hidden in secret places, so that you may know that it is
I, the LORD, the God of Israel, who call you by your name. For the sake of my servant
Jacob and Israel my chosen, | call you by your name; | give you a title, though you do
not know me. | am the LORD, and there is no other; besides me there is no god. | arm
you, though you do not know me, so that they may know, from the rising of the sun and
from the west, that there is no one besides me; | am the LORD, and there is no other. |
form light and create darkness, | make weal and create woe; | the LORD do all these
things.

PSALM 96:1-9

Sing to the LORD a new song;

sing to the LORD, all the earth.

Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD;
proclaim God’s salvation from day to day.
Declare God’s glory among the nations

and God’s wonders among all peoples.

For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised,
more to be feared than all gods.

As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols;
but you, O LORD, have made the heavens.

Majesty and magnificence are in your presence;
power and splendor are in your sanctuary.
Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples,
ascribe to the LORD honor and power.

Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name;
bring offerings and enter the courts of the LORD.
Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness;
tremble before the LORD, all the earth.



SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. We always give thanks to God for all of
you and mention you in our prayers, constantly remembering before our God and Father
your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, because our
message of the gospel came to you not in word only but also in power and in the Holy
Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be
among you for your sake. And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of
persecution you received the word with joy from the Holy Spirit, so that you became an
example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For the word of the Lord has
sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia but in every place your faith in
God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. For they report
about us what kind of welcome we had among you and how you turned to God from
idols to serve a living and true God and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised
from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL READING: Matthew 22:15-22

Response
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The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. So they sent their
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are
sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no
one, for you do not regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful
to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you
putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they
brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, “Whose head is this and whose title?”
They answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to Caesar the things
that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.” When they heard this, they
were amazed, and they left him and went away.

Response
() = ‘

| WA AN =TT 1

t - - —
I - | h
- . » r I
| ANBY P . JI |

F
¥
C] Praise to you, O Christ.
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CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: LBW #406 “Take My Life, that | May Be”

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the
sacrament of baptism. The power of sin is put to death in this holy flood, and we are
raised with Jesus Christ to new life. We are united with all the baptized in the one body
of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and sent out in mission for the life of
the world.

Myleigh Renee, Casey Elizabeth and Joy Lynn called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the
grace and love of God, do you desire to be baptized?
Response. | do.

As God has called you to the waters of Baptism, you are now entrusted with the
responsibility of living out this baptismal identity as a child of God. You are called to live
among God’s faithful people; to be attentive to God’s Word and His Holy Supper; to seek
understanding of the Creed, 10 Commandments, and the Lord’s Prayer; to nurture your
faith and prayer life, to proclaim Christ in word and deed, to care for others and the world
God has made; and to work for justice and peace among all people. Myleigh Renee,
Casey Elizabeth and Joy Lynn, do you promise to grow in the Christian faith and life?
Response: 1 do.



People of God, do you promise to support Myleigh Renee, Casey Elizabeth and Joy
Lynn and pray for him in his new life in Christ?
We do.

| ask you to reject sin, profess your faith in Christ, and confess the faith of the church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that
rebel against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God?

Response: | do.

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. Do you believe in God the Father?
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power
of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he
rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your
Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the
waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your
people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and
anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you set us
free from the power of sin and death and raised us up to live in you. Pour out your Holy
Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the waters of baptism
may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.



Myleigh Renee, Casey Elizabeth and Joy Lynn, | baptize you in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give
your daughters and sons new birth, wash them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.
Sustain Myleigh Renee, Casey Elizabeth and Joy Lynn with the gift of your Holy Spirit:
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and
forever. Amen.

Myleigh Renee, Casey Elizabeth and Joy Lynn, child of God, you have been sealed by
the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever. Amen.

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your
Father in heaven.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us as
in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s creative and redeeming
word to all the world.

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS

These persons have come to us from other congregations and desire to unite with our
community of faith, thus desiring to affirm their baptism and to seek to live out their
baptismal callings.

Dear friends, we rejoice to receive you, members of the one holy catholic and apostolic
Church, into our fellowship in the Gospel.

Being a part of this fellowship means:

to support the ministries of the congregation with your time, talents and treasures
to pray for the congregation and it's ministries

to pray for the people of the congregation

to hear the Word of the Lord and share in Jesus’ holy meal

to serve people, following the example of Jesus

to strive for justice and peace in all the earth



If it is your intention is to be a part of this faith community, please respond by saying, |
do, and | ask God to help and guide me.

People of faith, will you receive them as a part of this community. Will you be diligent in
praying for them? Will you accept them as fellow workers in the kingdom of God? If so,
please respond, We will with the help of God.

We will with the help of God.

We welcome you as members of St. Paul Lutheran Church to join with us in worshiping
God, hearing his Word and sharing his supper, proclaiming the good news of God in
Christ through word and deed, serving all people, and striving for justice and peace in all
the earth. Let us pray: We thank you, Lord for these new members of our congregation.
By your life-giving power, bind us to each other in you, strengthen us for service, support
us all our days, and bring us at length to that day when all your children will be one and
you will be All-in-All. Amen.

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE

L: The peace of the Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

(Those who desire to share the peace of the Lord with others are invited to greet
one another; those who do not wish to share the peace, may be seated.)

OFFERING: I Will Celebrate” Linda Duvall

OFFERTORY:
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PRAYERS:
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the
world.

A brief silence.
Living and true God, you inspire us to share the message of the gospel. Give your spirit
of love to seminarians and those beginning their lives in ordained ministry. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

We give you thanks for the majesty of our oceans. Protect the abundant life within them
and sustain all those who work to preserve them. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We seek your wisdom in all things. Direct all who hold positions of authority around the
world, that they act with compassion, seeking the good of all. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.

We pray for all people who work in dangerous or degrading environments. Grant them
safety and courage, and heal all those who are injured, sick, or suffering. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

We ask your blessing on those who do the quiet, unseen work of the church. Encourage
them in their work of faith and labor of love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We thank you for our ancestors who have been called home to you. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in
our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious
to you. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.



SENDING HYMN: LBW #415 “God of Grace and God of Glory”
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: “God of Grace and God of Glory” arr. by Jason w. Krug
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