Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church, Washington, IL

Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost _) ][ K_

October 18, 2026

Welcome — Please take a moment to sign the black attendance books in

the pews. ﬁ (

Confession and Forgiveness

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who forgives all our sin, A 4
whose mercy endures forever.
C Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Please keep silent for reflection.

P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

P: As forgiven children of God, we have peace with God, and peace with one
another.

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C And Also with you.

P Let us share that peace with one another.




Hymn: “God Is Here” Red Book #526
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I God is here! As we your  peo - ple meet to of - fer
2 Here are sym-bols to re - mind us of our life - long
3 Here our chil-dren find a wel - come  in the Shep - herd’s
4 Lord of all, of church and king-dom, in an age of
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praise and prayer, may we find in full - er mea-sure
need of  grace; here are ta - ble, font, and pul - pit;
flock and fold; here as bread and wine are tak - en,
change and doubt, keep us faith - ful to the gos - pel;
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what it 18 n Christ we  share. Here, as n the
here the cross has cen - tral place. Here in hon - es -
Christ sus - tains us as of old. Here the ser - vants
help  us work  your pur - pose out. Here, in  this day’s
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world a - round us, all our var - 1led skills and arts
of preach-ing, here in si - lence, as in  speech,
of the Ser - vant seek in wor - ship to ex - plore
ded - 1 - ca - tion, all we have to  give, re - ceive;
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wait the com-ing of the Spir - it in - to o - pen minds and hearts.
here, in new-ness and re-new - al, God the Spir-it comes to each.
what it meansin dai -1ly liv-ing to be - lieveand to a - dore.

we, who can-not live with-out you, we a - dore you! We be - lieve!

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000

Music: ABBOT'S LEIGH, Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-1991

Text © 1979 and Music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
0
)" A
i b

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.




Hymn of Praise

Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - lu - ia,
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al-le -lu-1a, al-le - lu - 1a. 1 Wor -thy is Christ, the Lamb
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who was slain, whose blood set us free to be peo - ple of God.
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This i1s the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - 1a,
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al-le -lu-1a, al-le - lu - 1ia. 2Pow - er, rich-es, wis-dom, and
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strength, and hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are his.
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al-le -lu-1a, al-le -lu - 1a. 3Sing with all the peo - ple of
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God, and join in the hymnof all cre - a
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tion: Bless - ing, hon-or,
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glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lamb for-ev-er. A -  men.
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slain has be - gun  his reign. Al-le - lu - ia.
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P The Lord be with you

C And also with you.

Will you pray with me?

Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in
your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us
give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

First Reading — Isaiah 45:1-7 Pew Bible #583

1 Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped

to subdue nations before him and to strip kings of their robes, to open doors before
him—and the gates shall not be closed: 2 I will go before you and level the
mountains; I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of
iron; 3 I will give you the treasures of darkness and riches hidden in secret places,
so that you may know that it is I, the Lord, the God of Israel, who call you by your
name. 4 For the sake of my servant Jacob and Isracl my chosen, I call you by your
name; [ give you a title, though you do not know me. 51 am the Lord, and there is
no other; besides me there is no god. I arm you, though you do not know me, 6 so
that they may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is no
one besides me; I am the Lord, and there is no other. 71 form light and create
darkness, I make weal and create woe; I the Lord do all these things

R The Word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God

Psalm 96:1-9[10-13]

!'Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.

2Sing to the Lord, bless the name of the Lord; proclaim God’s salvation from
day to day.

3 Declare God’s glory among the nations and God’s wonders among all peoples.
*For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised, more to be feared than all
gods.

> As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; but you, O Lord, have made
the heavens.

6 Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; power and splendor are in
your sanctuary.

7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples, ascribe to the Lord honor and
power.

8 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due the holy name; bring offerings and enter
the courts of the Lord.

? Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; tremble before the Lord, all the earth.
['° Tell it out among the nations: “The Lord is king! The one who made the
world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge the peoples with equity.”

1 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder and all that
is in it; let the field be joyful and all that is therein.

12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O Lord,
for you come to judge the earth.

13 You will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with your truth.]



Second Reading — 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 Pew Bible #958

1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 2 We always give thanks
to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 3 remembering
before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness
of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by
God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our message of the gospel came to you not
in word only but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just
as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake.

6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you
received the word with joy from the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example
to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For the word of the Lord has
sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia but in every place your
faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. 9 For
they report about us what kind of welcome we had among you and how you turned
to God from idols to serve a living and true God 10 and to wait for his Son from
heaven, whom he raised from the dead—1Jesus, who rescues us from the coming
wrath.

R The Word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God
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words of e -ter - nal life. Al-le-1lu - 1a. Al-le-1lu - 1a.



Gospel Reading — Matthew 22:15-22 Pew Bible #797-798

C Glory to you, O Lord

15 The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16 So they sent
their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that
you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show
deference to no one, for you do not regard people with partiality. 17 Tell us, then,
what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of
their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19 Show
me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20 Then he said to
them, “Whose head is this and whose title?”” 21 They answered, “Caesar’s.” Then
he said to them, “Give therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God
the things that are God’s.” 22 When they heard this, they were amazed, and they
left him and went away.

C Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon: Pastor Mike Rahlf




Sermon Hymn: “Life Every Voice and Sing” Red Book #841
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1 Lift ev - 'ry voice and sing till earth and heav - en ring,
2 Ston-y the road we trod, bit - ter the chas - t'ning rod,
3 God of our wea - ry years, God of our si - lent tears,
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ring with the har - mo - nies of lib - er - ty.

felt in the days when hope un - born had died;

thou who hast brought us thus far on the way;
b = s e b T
AD—o—o —* 1 = ! — - -
J T T ! ' 1

Let our re - joic - ing risc high as the lis - tning skies,

yet with a stead - y beat, have not our wea - ry feet

thou who hast by thy might led us in - to the light,
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let it re - sound loud as the roll - ing sea.
come to the place for which our par - ents sighed?
keep us for - ev - er in the path, we pray.
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Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us;

We have come 0o - ver a way that with tears has been wa - tered;
Lest our feet stray from the plac-es, our God, where we met thee;
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sing a song full of the hope that the pres - ent has brought us;

we have come, tread-ing our path through the blood of the slaugh - tered,
lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we for- get thee;
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fac - ing the ris - ing sun of our new day be - gun,
out from the gloom -y past, till now we stand at last
shad-owed be - neath thy hand, may we for - ev - er stand,
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let us march on till vic - to - 1y is won.
where the white gleam  of our bright star is cast.
true to our God, true to our na - tive land.

Text: James W. Johnson, 1871-1938
Music: LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING, J. Rosamond Johnson, 1873-1954



Apostles’ Creed

C: Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead.*On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, "he descended into hell," another translation of this text in widespread use.

Prayers: After each portion of the prayers finishes with “Hear us, O God ,” please
respond, “your mercy is great.”

Offering: Jesus gives us life, hope, and salvation. Let us commit ourselves to God
and joyfully lift our offerings to the Lord.

[=]

Please take a moment to give an offering to the church on the website E;Eh.

with the Tithe.ly app or bring your gift to the plate during communion. }ﬁi*ﬁ
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Faith Lutheran website
link

Offering Prayer
P Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest
is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our
labor, that we may work for the good of all, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... with the church on earth and the

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho -1y, ho -1y Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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heav’n and earth are  full of your glo - 1y

Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Holy Communion
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

C The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Communion Distribution
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Communion Hymn: “Jesus Calls Us; o’er the Tumult” Red Book #696
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1 Je - sus calls us; o’er the tu - mult of our
2 As of old Saint An - drew  heard it by  the
3 Je - sus calls us from the wor - ship of  the
4 In our joys and in our Sor - TOWS, days of
5 Je - sus calls us! By your mer -y, Sav - ior,
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life’s wild, rest-less sea, day by day his clear voice
Gal - 1 - le - an lake, turned from home  and toil and
vain world’s gold - en  store, from each i - dol that would
toil and hours of ease, still  he  calls, in cares and
may we  hear your call, give our hearts to your o -
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sound - ing, say - ing, “Chris - tian, fol - low me:”
kin - dred, leav - ing all for Je - sus’ sake.
keep us, say - ing, “Chris - tian, love me more.”
plea - sures, “Chris-tian, love me more than  these.”
be - dience, serve and love you best of all.

Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895

Music: GALILEE, William H. Jude, 1851-1922

Communion Prayer
P

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have

united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth
in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the
world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.
Announcements

Blessing

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen



Closing Hymn: “God of Grace and God of Glory” Red Book #705
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1 God of grace and God of glo - ry, on your peo - ple

2 Lo! The hosts of e - il round us scorn the Christ, as -
3 Cure your chil - dren’s war - ring mad-ness; bend our pride to
4 Save us from weak res - ig - na - tion to the e - vils
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pour your pow’r; crown your an - cient chur - ch’s sto - ry;
sail his ways! From the fears  that long have bound us
your con - trol; shame our wan - ton, self - 1ish glad - ness,
we de - plore; let the gift of your sal - wva - tion
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bring its bud to glo-rious flow’r. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
free our hearts to faith and praise. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
be our glo-ry ev - er-more. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
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for the fac-ing of this hour, for the fac - ing of this hour.
for the liv-ing of these days, for the liv - ing of these days.
lest we miss your king-dom’s goal, lest we miss your Kking-dom’s goal.
serv - ing you whomwe a - dore, serv-ing you whom we a - dore.

Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932

Dismissal
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

Postlude

Liturgy and texts from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23




