FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Third & Terry, Longmont, Colorado
(303) 776-2800 | www.firstluth.org
Pastor Stephanie Kopsch and Deacon Korra Looschen

oy 21 Sunday After Pentecost
October 18,2026 — 9:30 a.m.
Ordinary Time Welcome to worship, we are glad you are with us!

GATHERING

PRELUDE
INTRODUCTION

In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine purposes. When the Pharisees try to
trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to him and to God what belongs to God. To gather for
worship reminds us that our ultimate allegiance is to God rather than to any earthly authority. Created in the image
of God, we offer our entire selves in the service of God and for the sake of the world.

WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth.
Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans
from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world

and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through *F Jesus Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but
only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN “All My Hope on God is Founded” ELW 757

1 All my hope on God is founded
who will all my trust renew,
who through change and chance will guide me,
only good and only true.

God unknown, God alone,
call my heart to be thine own.

2 Mortal pride and earthly glory,
sword and crown betray our trust;
what with care and toil we fashion,
tow'r and temple, fall to dust.

But thy pow'r, hour by hour,
is my temple and my tow'r.


http://www.firstluth.org/

3 Great thy goodness, e'er enduring;
deep thy wisdom, passing thought;
splendor, light, and life attend thee,
beauty springing out of naught.
Evermore from thy store
newborn worlds rise and adore.

4 Still from earth to God eternal
sacrifice of praise be done,
high above all praises praising
for the gift of God's own Son.
Christ doth call one and all:
ye who follow shall not fall.

Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; para. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, alt.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also, with you.
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THIS IS THE FEAST
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your image; created for you,
let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.

READINGS
Isaiah 45:1-7

! Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped to subdue nations before him and to
strip kings of their robes, to open doors before him—and the gates shall not be closed: *I will go before you and level
the mountains; I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron; * I will give you the
treasures of darkness and riches hidden in secret places, so that you may know that it is I, the Lord, the God of
Israel, who call you by your name.* For the sake of my servant Jacob and Israel my chosen, I call you by your name; I
give you a title, though you do not know me. °I am the Lord, and there is no other; besides me there is no god. I arm
you, though you do not know me, ° so that they may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is
no one besides me; I am the Lord, and there is no other. I form light and create darkness; I make weal and create
woe; I the Lord do all these things.

Word of God, word of life
Thanks be to God
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

! Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace
to you and peace. > We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly
*remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord
Jesus Christ. * For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, ° because our message of
the gospel came to you not in word only but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you
know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. ®* And you became imitators of us and of the
Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy from the Holy Spirit, ” so that you became an
example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. ® For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not
only in Macedonia and Achaia but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to
speak about it. * For they report about us what kind of welcome we had among you and how you turned to God from
idols to serve a living and true God '° and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus,
who rescues us from the coming wrath.

Word of God, word of life
Thanks be to God

CHILDREN’S TIME

Congregation: Please Rise for the Gospel Acclamation
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter - nal life.

GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 22" chapter beginning at the 15" verse.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Matthew 22:15-22

> The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. ° So they sent their disciples to him, along with
the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth,
and show deference to no one, for you do not regard people with partiality. ' Tell us, then, what you think. Is it
lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” '® But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test,
you hypocrites? ' Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. ? Then he said to them,
“Whose head is this and whose title?” ! They answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to Caesar
the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s” * When they heard this, they were amazed, and
they left him and went away.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON Pastor Stephanie Kopsch
HYMN OF THE DAY “God of Grace and God of Glory” ELW 705 vs. 1,3,4
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NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with
the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one
holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also, with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
MEAL

OFFERTORY “Hallelujah, Praise Ye the Lord” arr. By Ron Mallory
Brass Angels Bell Choir

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray.
God of Creation,

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us generous with
what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors,
today and always.

Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also, with you.
Lift up your hearts
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise...we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory forever and ever.

Amen.
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COMMUNION

This is the table of God. All who hunger for God's presence in their lives are invited to receive bread and wine. Please
come forward at the direction of the usher. Our bread is gluten free, prepared and baked in a kitchen excluding wheat
flour. The wine is in the outer, darker circle of glasses in the communion trays while the lighter glasses in the center
contain grape juice. Should you prefer not to receive communion, please come forward for a blessing by crossing your
arms in front of your chest. Come and see that the Lord is good.

COMMUNION HYMNS
“One Bread, One Body” ELW 496
“Precious Lord, Take My Hand” ELW 773
“We Come to the Hungry Feast” ELW 479
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One Bread, One Body ELW 496
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Text: John Foley, SI, b. 1939

Music: John Foley, SJ
Text and music © 1978 John B. Foley. SJ, and OCP Publications
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Precious Lord, Take My Hand  ELwW 773
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We Come to the Hungry Feast
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COMMUNION BLESSING
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Sustaining God,

with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this
table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of
Jesus, in whose name we pray.

Amen

BLESSING

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the Spirit.
Amen.

The God of grace *+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN “Lift Every Voice and Sing” ELW 841
SENDING

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

14



Lift Every Voice and Sing
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Welcome to Worship!

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP, and families
can sit anywhere in the sanctuary, including the chapel
near the front.

A NURSERY is available downstairs across from the
Choir Room for children under 5. Follow the signs.

LARGE-PRINT BULLETINS & HYMNS are available
from the ushers.

ADDITIONAL PARKING is available in the Ahlberg
Chapel parking lot, one-half block north of the church
on Terry Street.

RESTROOMS are located on the upper level of the
church, along the hallway leading to the Big Room.
There are handicap accessible restrooms on the lower
level near the elevator, and in the Big Room.

WORSHIP SERVICES AND LIVE STREAMED AND

RECORDED so that others may enjoy worship remotely.

Please note that today’s worship service is audio and
video recorded for online sharing and archival
purposes.

We love seeing you in worship!

Preacher/Presider

Council Hosts:

Ushers:

Reader:

Communion Assistants:

Organist/Pianist:

Livestream Operator

Pastor Stephanie Kopsch

Amy Ley
Eric Pederson

Holly Keenan
Todd Gould

Fran von Hagel

Sally Campbell
Karen Sum

Jeffrey Hartmann
Shane Chatfield

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission. Text
for the liturgy reprinted from the Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2023. Used by permission of Augsburg

Fortress license #SBL14236.
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