/ UTHERAN CHURCH

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2026

Introduction

In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine purposes. When the
Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to him and to God what
belongs to God. To gather for worship reminds us that our ultimate allegiance is to God rather than to
any earthly authority. Created in the image of God, we offer our entire selves in the service of God and

for the sake of the world.



GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

INVOCATION
We gather in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

(Please Stand)

GATHERING SONG PRAISE TO THE LORD THE ALMIGHTY (ELW #858)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the
earth. Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own
hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine
love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one
another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ, in whom there is no
condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.

Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.

APOSTOLIC GREETING

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your image;
created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

(Please be seated)

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
FIRST READING ISAIAH 45:1-7

"Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand | have grasped to subdue
nations before him and to strip kings of their robes, to open doors before him— and the gates
shall not be closed: 21 will go before you and level the mountains; | will break in pieces the doors
of bronze and cut through the bars of iron; 3| will give you the treasures of darkness and riches
hidden in secret places, so that you may know that it is I, the LORD, the God of Israel, who call you
by your name. 4 For the sake of my servant Jacob and Israel my chosen, | call you by your name;
| give you a title, though you do not know me.

5] am the LORD, and there is no other; besides me there is no god. | arm you, though you do not
know me, 8so that they may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is no
one besides me; | am the LORD, and there is no other. 71 form light and create darkness, | make
weal and create woe; | the LORD do all these things.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
(Please Stand)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL MATTHEW 22:15-22
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 22NP Chapter. Glory to You, O Lord.

5The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 6 So they sent their
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and
teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one, for you do not
regard people with partiality. '7 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or
not?” '8 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you
hypocrites? 1® Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 2° Then he
said to them, “Whose head is this and whose title?” 2! They answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he said
to them, “Give therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are
God’s.” 22When they heard this, they were amazed, and they left him and went away.

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ

(Please be seated)

SERMON PASTOR BOB LOWDEN

(Please Stand)



HYMN OF THE DAY HOLY FOREVER

Brian Johnson | Chris Tomlin | Jason Ingram | Jenn Johnson | Phil Wickham
©2022 Brian and Jenn Publishing; Capitol CMG Paragon; S. D. G. Publishing; Be Essential Songs;
My Magnolia Music; Phil Wickham Music; Simply Global Songs; Bethel Music Publishing

Verse 1
A thousand generations falling down in worship
To sing the song of ages to the Lamb
And all who've gone before us
And all who will believe
Will sing the song of ages to the Lamb

Pre-Chorus
(Jesus) Your name is the highest
Your name is the greatest
Your name stands above them all
All thrones and dominions
All powers and positions
Your name stands above them all

Chorus 1
And the angels cry Holy
All creation cries Holy
You are lifted high Holy
Holy forever

Verse 2
If you've been forgiven and if you've been redeemed
Sing the song forever to the Lamb
If you walk in freedom and if you bear His name
Sing the song forever to the Lamb
We'll sing the song forever and amen

Chorus 2
Hear Your people sing Holy
To the King of Kings Holy
You will always be Holy
Holy forever

Tag
You will always be Holy
Holy forever

OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

(Please be Seated)



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition will end with “Hear us, O God,” and the response will be “Your mercy is great.”

SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

STEWARDSHIP

giving of time, talent & treasure

MEAL———

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING

Thank you for your continued generosity in supporting the ongoing ministry of Bethel Lutheran
Church! In-person gifts may be placed in the offering plates, mailed to Bethel Evangelical
Lutheran Church (2077 N. Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603), given online at
www.bethelwinchester.com or using the adjacent QR code.




MUSIC FOR REFLECTION KING OF KINGS

CCLI Song # 7127647
Brooke Ligertwood | Jason Ingram | Scott Ligertwood
©2019 Fellow Ships Music; So Essential Tunes; Hillsong Music Publishing Australia

Verse 1
In the darkness we were waiting
Without hope without light
Till from Heaven You came running
There was mercy in Your eyes
To fulfil the law and prophets
To a virgin came the Word
From a throne of endless glory
To a cradle in the dirt

Chorus
Praise the Father
Praise the Son
Praise the Spirit three in one
God of Glory
Majesty
Praise forever to the King of kings

Verse 2
To reveal the kingdom coming
And to reconcile the lost
To redeem the whole creation
You did not despise the cross
For even in Your suffering
You saw to the other side
Knowing this was our salvation
Jesus for our sake You died

Verse 3
And the morning that You rose
All of heaven held its breath
Till that stone was moved for good
For the Lamb had conquered death
And the dead rose from their tombs
And the angels stood in awe
For the souls of all who'd come
To the Father are restored

Verse 4
And the Church of Christ was born
Then the Spirit lit the flame
Now this Gospel truth of old
Shall not kneel shall not faint
By His blood and in His Name
In His freedom | am free
For the love of Jesus Christ
Who has resurrected me

(Please Stand)



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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JESUS WORDS ABOUT COMMUNION

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kihngdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

(Please be seated)



THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
Welcome to the Lord’s Table!
Everyone, regardless of age and denomination, is invited to join us for Holy Communion. If you prefer a blessing, simply inform
the communion distributors. The ushers will direct your row when it is time to come forward.

You will receive the bread from the first Holy Communion distributor. You will pick up the cup of wine or juice from the tray held by
the second distributor. For those who need gluten free a pre-packaged gluten-free wafer and a cup of grape juice
is also available.
Once you have communed, you are invited to return to your seat for silent reflection or singing

LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMN HOLY, HOLY, HOLY LORD GOD ALMIGHTY (ELW #413)

COMMUNION BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your
liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world
BENEDICTION
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the
Spirit. Amen.

The God of grace '+ bless you now and forever. Amen.




SENDING SONG

SHOUT TO THE LORD
CCLI Song # 1406918
Darlene Zschech
© 1993 Wondrous Worship
Verse
My Jesus my Saviour
Lord there is none like You
All of my days | want to praise
The wonders of Your mighty love
My comfort my shelter
Tower of refuge and strength
Let every breath all that | am
Never cease to worship You

Chorus
Shout to the Lord
All the earth let us sing
Power and majesty
Praise to the King
Mountains bow down
And the seas will roar
At the sound of Your name
| sing for joy
At the work of Your hands
Forever I'll love You
Forever I'll stand
Nothing compares to the promise
| have in You

DISMISSAL

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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