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TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
A teaching on giving to the emperor and to God (Matthew 22:15-22) 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2026 | 10:00 AM 

Our Mission is to be a Caring Inclusive Christian Community responding to God’s grace through 

Worship, Service, and Sharing the Gospel. 

 

RECONCILING in CHRIST 



 

WELCOME TO APOSTLES LUTHERAN CHURCH! 

It is an honor to worship God with you this morning. We pray you experience the Spirit’s 

loving presence as we share our words, our actions, and the Holy Meal. 

If this is your first time worshipping with us, please fill out a card in the pew rack with 

your contact info. A restroom can be found by exiting the rear door of the worship space. It 

is directly in front of you to the right. Additional restrooms can be found in the back corner 

of the fellowship area, near the Pastor’s office. 

RECONCILING in CHRIST 

We, the people of Apostles Lutheran Church, follow Paul’s message to the Galatians (3:28): 

“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and 

female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Believing that because we are all one in Christ, 

and created in God’s image, all are welcome as beloved children of God. We welcome into 

the full life of the church all those whom God sends us. Rejoicing in God’s amazing 

diversity, we welcome people of all ages, races, gender identities and expressions, 

sexual orientations, and physical and mental abilities. Centered in Christ, we commit 

ourselves to racial equity, breaking down dividing walls and building a community where all 

are beloved. 

FOR PASTORAL CARE 

The Reverend Jay Serafin is our pastor. Pastor Jay’s schedule is noted in the calendar on 

the back of this bulletin. Call Pastor Jay at 570-205-7506 or email him at j80j84@msn.com 

(preferred) or pastor.apostles@gmail.com. Messages can also be left on the Apostles 

answering machine 804-693-9098. 

PRAYGROUND 

Welcome to our youngest members! The area in the front of our sanctuary is for families 

and young children. There are quiet toys, books and drawing materials. We ask two things: 

1) sit in the front pews near your children and 2) please sit with your children in the 

pews during the sermon. They may return immediately after. Thank you and welcome! 

NAME TAGS 
Please wear your nametag! Guests: please fill out and put on a name tag before worship 

today. Blank nametags are in the baskets located in the pews. 
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GATHERING 
In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine purposes. When the 

Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to him and to God what 

belongs to God. To gather for worship reminds us that our ultimate allegiance is to God rather 

than to any earthly authority. Created in the image of God, we offer our entire selves in the service 

of God and for the sake of the world. 

 

PRELUDE AND SILENT PRAYER 
Martin Luther said of music: “Next to the Word of God, the noble art of music is the greatest 

treasure in the world.” Please take a moment to silence all cell phones. 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

TEMPLE TALK  SERVICE AND SHARING 

During the month of October, the Ministry Teams of Apostles—Administration, Caring 

Community, Service and Sharing, and Worship—will be presenting their Time and Talent 

forms to the congregation with brief Temple Talks at the worship services, all designed to re-

familiarize the congregation with the Team’s ongoing ministry and the opportunities 

individuals have to serve the congregation through that Team’s mission. Hear these updates, 

see the important work each Team is doing, and please consider as individuals where you 

might be willing to serve by volunteering on the Time and Talent form and letting us know 

where your interest and talent meet God’s Spirit at work at Apostles. 

As Pastor Jay said in the September newsletter, St. Paul is very clear that as we receive God’s 

grace through Baptism and through the proclamation of the Word of God, we are graced 

also by God’s Holy Spirit with gifts, talents and time which we can use for the “common 

good.” As we move forward into the future, we greatly appreciate the talents of our 

members here at Apostles and look forward to the many ways, new and old, we can 

manifest God’s love in our ministry here. This can happen only with the generous service of 

our members who step forward to share of themselves through time and talent for the 

building up of the body of Christ. Please feel free to talk to our Council members or Team 

members about how we are moving forward in ministry, sharing your insights and 

questions. Also, please prayerfully consider how you might use the gifts God has given you 

to serve in the ministry and mission we share! 

Please rise in body or in spirit. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing 

upon the earth. 

Amen. 

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in 

our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness 

strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. 

Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one 

another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom 

there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 

Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 

Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN  ELW #526 
“God Is Here!” 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us 

live in your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us 

give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

Sit 

FIRST READING ISAIAH 45:1-7 

The prophet announces that Cyrus the Persian emperor is the one the Lord has anointed to end 

Israel’s exile. The Lord makes this choice so that the whole world will recognize this Lord as the 

only God. Persia had a god of light and a god of darkness; the Lord claims sovereignty over both 

light and darkness. 

 1 Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, 

  whose right hand I have grasped 

 to subdue nations before him 

  and to strip kings of their robes, 

 to open doors before him— 

  and the gates shall not be closed: 

 2 I will go before you 

  and level the mountains; 

 I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 

  and cut through the bars of iron; 

 3 I will give you the treasures of darkness 

  and riches hidden in secret places, 

 so that you may know that it is I, the LORD, 

  the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 

 4 For the sake of my servant Jacob 

  and Israel my chosen, 

 I call you by your name; 

  I give you a title, though you do not know me. 

 5 I am the LORD, and there is no other; 
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  besides me there is no god. 

  I arm you, though you do not know me, 

 6 so that they may know, from the rising of the sun 

  and from the west, that there is no one besides me; 

  I am the LORD, and there is no other. 

 7 I form light and create darkness, 

  I make weal and create woe; 

  I the LORD do all these things. 

Response after the First Reading 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

PSALM  PSALM 96:1-9 [10-13] 

 1 Sing to the Lord | a new song; 

  sing to the Lord, | all the earth. 

 2 Sing to the Lord, bless the name | of the Lord; 

  proclaim God’s salvation from | day to day. 

 3 Declare God’s glory a- | mong the nations 

  and God’s wonders a- | mong all peoples. 

 4 For great is the Lord and greatly | to be praised, 

  more to be feared | than all gods. R 

 5 As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols; 

  but you, O Lord, have | made the heavens. 

 6 Majesty and magnificence are | in your presence; 

  power and splendor are in your | sanctuary. 

 7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families | of the peoples, 

  ascribe to the Lord hon- | or and power. 

 8 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due the | holy name; 

  bring offerings and enter the courts | of the Lord. R 

 9 Worship the Lord in the beau- | ty of holiness; 

  tremble before the Lord, | all the earth. 

[ 10 Tell it out among the nations: “The | Lord is king! 

  The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved 

   will judge the peo- | ples with equity.” 
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 11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the | earth be glad; 

  let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that | is therein. 

 12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your com- | ing, O Lord, 

  for you come to | judge the earth. 

 13 You will judge the | world with righteousness 

  and the peoples | with your truth. R 

] 

SECOND READING  1 THESSALONIANS 1:1-10 

Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul gives pastoral encouragement and 

reassurances to new Christians living in an antagonistic environment. Their commitment of faith, 

love, and hope makes them a model for other new Christian communities. 

1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 

  To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 

  Grace to you and peace. 

  2 We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 
3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and 

steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers and sisters beloved 

by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our message of the gospel came to you not in 

word only but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know 

what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. 6 And you became imitators 

of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy from the 

Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 
8 For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia but 

in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about 

it. 9 For they report about us what kind of welcome we had among you and how you turned 

to God from idols to serve a living and true God 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, 

whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. 

Response after the Second Reading 

The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
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Please rise in body or in spirit. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

The gospel is announced. All are invited to make a small cross over your forehead, lips, and chest, 

inviting Jesus the Word into your heart, mind, and speech. 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the 22nd Chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL  MATTHEW 22:15-22 

After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with questions. First they 

ask if God’s people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like Caesar. 

15 The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16 So they sent their 

disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, 

and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one, for you 

do not regard people with partiality. 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes 

to Caesar or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the 

test, you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 
20 Then he said to them, “Whose head is this and whose title?” 21 They answered, “Caesar’s.” 

Then he said to them, “Give therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the 

things that are God’s.” 22 When they heard this, they were amazed, and they left him and 

went away. 

The gospel concludes: 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

SERMON  DR. PETE LILJEBERG 

Silence is kept after the reflection. 
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Please rise in body or in spirit. 

HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #720 
“We Are Called” 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the 

world. 

Each portion of the prayers ends with these words: 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those 

in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

We share a sign of Peace with our neighbors saying Peace be with you to which we respond 

And also with you. Please know that it is fine if you do not want to shake hands but would rather 

just share a sign of peace. 

 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Sit 

OFFERING   

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 

To give online: 

 Visit apostles-elca.org/contributions 

 From your mobile phone, text the word GIVE to 844-215-5453 
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Please rise in body or in spirit. 

OFFERTORY HYMN  ELW #186 

 

 

 

 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 

All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our 

abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and 

always. 

Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission back into the world. 

BLESSING 
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the 

interceding of the Spirit. 

Amen. 

The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN  ELW #551 
“The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve” 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 

Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

********* 
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WORSHIP LEADERS 
 Serving Today Serving Next Week 

Worship Leader    Pete Liljeberg   Pete Liljeberg 

Preacher    Pete Liljeberg   Janet Gomez 

Lay Assisting Minister   Doug Dalager   Linda Hodges 

Lector   Sue Turner   Linda Hodges 

Acolyte   Tegan Goetz   Chase Ambrose 

Accompanist    Janet Gomez   Janet Gomez 

Choir Director    -   Daniel Gomez 

Flowers   Betsy Liljeberg   Janet Gomez 

Greeter/Usher   Cyndi Lowe   Judy Wright 

Technology   Jason Lowe   Doug Dalager 

SERVANTS FOR THE WEEK 
 Serving This Week Serving Next Week 

Cleaning Team    Liljebergs   Bonnie Hanson 

Tellers    Barbara Runk/Betsy Liljeberg   Linda Hodges/Chris Hawkins 

Fellowship Set Up    Caring Community   Jennie Hawkins 

Fellowship Food    Ellen Quirk/Donna Ambrose   Judy Wright 

Fellowship Clean Up    Caring Community   Donna Ambrose 

 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY 

REFORMATION SUNDAY 

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Holiness revealed in acts of justice 

Psalm 46 

The LORD of hosts is with us; 

the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

Second Reading: Romans 3:19-28 

Justified by God’s grace as a gift 

Gospel: John 8:31-36 

Jesus says, Continue in my word and 

you will know the truth
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WHAT’S IN YOUR WALLET? NOT ENOUGH. 

Say the word stewardship in some congregations and people are protectively 

guarding their wallets faster than you can say “pledge card”! Unfortunately, too 

often we associate stewardship exclusively with issues of money. The good news is 

that God wants our whole lives, wallets and all! Nevertheless, this week is prime 

time for stewardship campaigns in congregations across North America. Today’s 

gospel provides an ideal time to reflect on stewardship of all sorts—time, talent, and 

financial treasures. 

The Pharisees approach Jesus in a thinly veiled attempt to trap him on issues of 

financial obligations to the Roman government. Their question of Jesus, simplified to 

the extreme, is, “Who gets your wallet?” If Jesus answered one way, he would be 

guilty of treason. If he answered the other way, he would have been considered 

guilty of heresy in the eyes of the religious leaders. Jesus responds by issuing a 

challenge of his own: “Give . . . to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the 

things that are God’s” (Matt. 22:21). This statement challenges us to ponder: If God 

created the world and everything in it, doesn’t everything belong to God? God wants 

a whole lot more than just your wallet. God wants your life, wallet and all! 

“FAITH 5” SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Linda is asking for help for the upcoming Sunday School on Friday, November 6th, 

at 6:00 PM - Linda needs (1) an additional person to help and (2) someone to 

provide the meal for the children (to include a vegetarian option). If you are willing 

to help, please contact Linda at 804-694-9111.  

FALL FEAST – FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30TH – 6:00 PM 

The Caring Community Ministry Team is partnering with PEO for this International 

Fall Feast!! Signup sheets are in the narthex to sign up to help. Please join us!! 

  

PRAYER CHAT – THURSDAY, 7:00 PM (ZOOM) 

Please join us on Thursday with a “prayer chat” with Pastor Jay on Zoom – invitation 

to join will be sent out by email.   

tel:(804)%20694-9111
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PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Rich Bitting, Don Garfield, Ellen Kendzierski, David Leunig, Cyndi Lowe,  

Ellen Quirk, Michael Schlemmer, Ray Scholz, Pastor Jay Serafin, George Thomas, 

Lena Woodlief, and Judy Wright 

OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

Natalie Abu Dayyeh, Patricia Armentor (mother of Arlene, Executive Director of Gloucester 

Mathews Care Clinic), Paul Bauer, Karen Bell (Pam Moore’s sister), Bob & Dixie,  

Calli Bonfey, Patricia Boyd & Brad Zelmer, Amanda Brown, David Brown,  

Dennis & Dorothy Brown, Sally Burkholder, Juan Carlos, Amy Carter, Laura Clodfelter, 

Jackie Collier, Ben Davis (friend of Donna Ambrose), Tommy & Kathie Davis, Jenny DeSha, 

Linda Edwards, Colton Elliot (Michael Schlemmer’s cousin), Teresa Floersheim-Miller (Ingrid 

Peterson’s mother), Suzanne & Frank Gibson, Steven Godwin (Juanita Sturdy’s grandson), 

Jimmy & Fay Gray (Chris Hawkins’ family), Carl Greene, Karen Guire, Melvin Hawkins (Chris 

Hawkins’ father), Chaneice & Daniel Hayden, Rosie Heins, Carl & Kaleb Hess, Aris Hibbs 

(friend of Ray Scholz), Ray Hughes, Scott Jeffery, Suzanne Kinkade (friend of Ellen Quirk), 

Terri Larsen, Marion Lucier, Wayne Mathews, Wayne McCormick, Sylvia Midgette (Krystle 

McMahan’s grandmother), Debbie Minteins, Keith Morgan, Gary Mowery, Jamie Mullaney, 

Carol Pascale (Lynn Jaeger’s mother), Chastity Perkins (co-worker and friend of Donna Ambrose), 

Brad Person (Lilly Frost’s uncle), Dick Peterson & his brother, the Prusa Family, Joan Ritter, 

Glen Robertson, Pastor Wendy Roundy, Carol Schlemmer, Daniel Schmidt, Michael Scholz 

(Ray Scholz’s nephew), Joseph Serafin (Pastor Jay’s father), Kathy Shackleford, Elana Sierson, 

Fred Smith, Tammy Smith, Jean Sterling, Skye Sulton, Rick Tucci, Marier Upshrie, Keegan 

Walls, Williams Walters, Chuck Webb (Tina Britt’s father), Makenzie Webb (Tina Britt’s niece), 

Elizabeth & Steven White, Vicki Williams, Cory Woodlief, Jim Wright (Judy Wright’s husband), 

Logan & Shannon Wymer, Derek Zwiers (friend of CK Ambrose) 

OUR SPONSORED CHILDREN IN GUATEMALA 

Amayra, Hugolino, Manuela, and Pablo 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

There is a book located at the rear of the worship space for you to write any prayer requests you have 

for today. Fill out a “Prayer Request” (on the back of each pew) and place it in the offering plate to add 

a prayer request to the “Prayer List” included in the bulletin and the newsletter. Please print legibly! 
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THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES 

OCTOBER 18, 2026 – OCTOBER 25, 2026 

TODAY 10:00 AM Worship Service, 

 Time & Talent: Service & Sharing 

11:00 AM Coffee Fellowship 

MONDAY 6:00 PM Al-Anon/AA 

TUESDAY 6:00 PM Al-Anon/AA 

WEDNESDAY   

THURSDAY 7:00 PM Prayer Chat 

FRIDAY  Girl Scouts 

SATURDAY 5:30 PM Young and Sober 

SUNDAY 10:00 AM Worship Service, 

 Time & Talent: Administration 

11:00 AM Coffee Fellowship 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO… 

Sue Turner – Sun, Oct 18 | Lilly Frost – Fri, Oct 23 |  

Michael Schlemmer – Fri, Oct 23  


