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Nourishing Faith  

and Community 
 



THE COMMUNITY GATHERS BEFORE 

GOD 

 

Words of Welcome  

The Gathering of the Community  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of 

God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 

you.   

And also with you.  

 

Almighty God,   

to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from you no secrets are hidden. Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 

worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Christ our Lord. Amen  

 

Let us pray, 

Almighty and everliving God, increase in us your 

gift of faith, that forsaking what lies behind and 

reaching out to what is before, we may run the way 

of your commandments and win the crown of 

everlasting joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever. Amen.    

 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 



First Reading: Exodus 33:12-23 

A reading from the book of Exodus 

Moses said to the Lord, ‘See, you have said to 

me, “Bring up this people”; but you have not let me 

know whom you will send with me. Yet you have 

said, “I know you by name, and you have also 

found favour in my sight.” Now if I have found 

favour in your sight, show me your ways, so that I 

may know you and find favour in your sight. 

Consider too that this nation is your people.’ He 

said, ‘My presence will go with you, and I will give 

you rest.’ And he said to him, ‘If your presence will 

not go, do not carry us up from here. For how shall 

it be known that I have found favour in your sight, I 

and your people, unless you go with us? In this 

way, we shall be distinct, I and your people, from 

every people on the face of the earth.’  

The Lord said to Moses, ‘I will do the very 

thing that you have asked; for you have found 

favour in my sight, and I know you by name.’ Moses 

said, ‘Show me your glory, I pray.’ And he said, ‘I 

will make all my goodness pass before you, and will 

proclaim before you the name, “The Lord”; and I 

will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and 

will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. But’, 

he said, ‘you cannot see my face; for no one shall 

see me and live.’ And the Lord continued, ‘See, 

there is a place by me where you shall stand on the 



rock; and while my glory passes by I will put you in 

a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with my 

hand until I have passed by; then I will take away 

my hand, and you shall see my back; but my face 

shall not be seen.’ 

Hear what the Spirit is saying. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Canticle 13 A Song of Praise 
 

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers;  

you are worthy of praise, glory to you. 

Glory to you for the radiance of your holy name;  

we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

 

Glory to you in the splendour of your temple;  

on the throne of your majesty, glory to you. 

Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim;  

we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

 

Glory to you, beholding the depths; 

in the high vault of heaven, glory to you. 

Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 

we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

 

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-1012 

A reading from the First Letter to the 

Thessalonians. 

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,  



To the church of the Thessalonians in God the 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:  

Grace to you and peace.  

We always give thanks to God for all of you and 

mention you in our prayers, constantly 

remembering before our God and Father your work 

of faith and labour of love and steadfastness of 

hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, 

brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has 

chosen you, because our message of the gospel 

came to you not in word only, but also in power and 

in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as 

you know what kind of people we proved to be 

among you for your sake. And you became 

imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of 

persecution you received the word with joy inspired 

by the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example 

to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 

For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from 

you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every 

place where your faith in God has become known, 

so that we have no need to speak about it. For the 

people of those regions report about us what kind 

of welcome we had among you, and how you turned 

to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, 

and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he 

raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from 

the wrath that is coming. 

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying. 



Thanks be to God.  

 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 22:15-22 

 

God be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

The Good News of Jesus according to Matthew 

Glory to You Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him 

in what he said. So they sent their disciples to him, 

along with the Herodians, saying, ‘Teacher, we 

know that you are sincere, and teach the way of 

God in accordance with truth, and show deference 

to no one; for you do not regard people with 

partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful 

to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?’ But Jesus, 

aware of their malice, said, ‘Why are you putting 

me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin 

used for the tax.’ And they brought him a denarius. 

Then he said to them, ‘Whose head is this, and 

whose title?’ They answered, ‘The emperor’s.’ 

Then he said to them, ‘Give therefore to the 

emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to 

God the things that are God’s.’ When they heard 

this, they were amazed; and they left him and went 

away. 

 

The Gospel of Christ 



Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Sermon The Rev. Gail Rodger 

Moment for reflection 

Announcements 

 

The Affirmation of Faith  
(Taken from Season of Creation ecumenical service which was 

adapted from the New Zealand Prayer Book) 

 

You, O God, are supreme and holy. 

You create our world and give us life. 

Your purpose overarches everything we do. 

You have always been with us. 

You are God. 

 

You, O God, are infinitely generous, 

good beyond all measure. 

You came to us before we came to you. 

You have revealed and proved 

your love for us in Jesus Christ, 

God made flesh, 

who lived and died and rose again. 

You are with us now. 

You are God. 

 

You, O God, are Holy Spirit. 

You empower us to be your gospel in the world. 

You reconcile and heal; you overcome death. 

You are our God. We worship you. 



 

Prayers of the People        

 

Prayers of Confession and Assurance 
 

Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and 

infinite in mercy; welcoming of sinners.  Let us 

confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness. 

  

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed,  by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbours as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us and forgive us,  

that we may delight in your will, and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your name.  
 

Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and 

deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 

strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in 

eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

 

The Lord's Prayer  

 



Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 

as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us. Save us from the time of trial, and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory are yours, now and for 

ever. Amen. 

 

Doxology 

Glory to God, whose power working in us, can 

do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. 

Glory to God, from generation to generation, In 

the Church and in Christ Jesus for ever and 

ever.  Amen. 

 

Blessing 

 

Dismissal 

Go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of 

the Spirit 

Thanks be to God!  Alleluia! 

 
 



Weekly Cycles of Prayer 
 

In the worldwide communion we pray for The 

Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea; for our 

new Primate the Right Reverend Shane Parker; for 

Chris Harper, the National Indigenous Archbishop; 

Diocese of Toronto, Bishop Andrew Asbil; and for 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Canada.    

 

In our diocese we pray for our bishop, The Right 

Rev. Anna Greenwood-Lee and, in our region, for  

St Barnabas, The Rev. Dr. Travis O'Brian. 

 

In our parish we pray for Ruth D’Hollander, John 

Donohue, John and Bridget Ducker, Patrick Dunae, 

Ann and Ned Easton, Victor Flett, Sr, Victor Flett, 

Jr., Sandra Flynn, and Pat Fraser. 

 

In our community we pray for the Victoria Native 

Friendship Centre. 

 

For the month of October we pray for the 

administration and finance ministries. 
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