October 16, 2026

Make Room For Somebody Else
October Series: Love Your Neighbor
Week Focus: Start Right Here

Scripture — Philippians 2:3—4 - “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility
value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the
others.”

Devotional Reflection

Throughout this week, we have been discovering that loving God must become visible in the
way we love the people around us. Yesterday, we were challenged to extend compassion
beyond the people and relationships that feel familiar or comfortable. Today, the Apostle Paul
brings our attention to something that can quietly prevent us from demonstrating that love: our
tendency to place ourselves at the center of everything. In Philippians 2:3—4, Paul challenges
believers to reject selfish ambition and practice the kind of humility that considers the needs and
interests of others. LOVE BECOMES DIFFICULT TO DEMONSTRATE WHEN THERE IS NO
ROOM IN OUR HEARTS, PRIORITIES, OR ATTITUDES FOR ANYONE BUT OURSELVES.

One of the greatest obstacles to loving others is not always a lack of compassion, but a life so
consumed with personal concerns that we rarely consider what someone else may be
experiencing. We become focused on our schedules, responsibilities, frustrations, preferences,
and expectations until the needs of others begin to feel like interruptions rather than
opportunities. Sometimes we listen only long enough to respond, offer help only when it is
convenient, or become frustrated when someone else’s situation requires our attention. Paul
does not teach us to abandon our responsibilities or pretend that our own needs do not matter,
but he does challenge us to stop treating our interests as the only ones worthy of consideration.
MAKING ROOM FOR SOMEBODY ELSE DOES NOT MEAN YOUR LIFE NO LONGER
MATTERS; IT MEANS RECOGNIZING THAT YOUR LIFE IS NOT THE ONLY ONE THAT
MATTERS.

The foundation for this kind of humility is found in the verses that follow, where Paul directs our
attention to the example of Jesus Christ. Philippians 2:5-8 reminds us that Jesus humbled
Himself, took the nature of a servant, and became obedient to death on a cross. His humility
was not weakness, and His willingness to serve did not diminish His identity or worth. Instead,
His life and sacrificial death revealed a love that placed the needs of others above personal
advantage, accomplishing the salvation we could never secure for ourselves. WE DO NOT
LEARN TO LOVE SELFLESSLY BY SIMPLY TRYING HARDER TO BE BETTER PEOPLE;
WE GROW IN CHRISTLIKE LOVE AS WE SURRENDER TO THE SAVIOR WHO FIRST
GAVE HIMSELF FOR US.

As you move through today, consider whether your schedule, expectations, or personal
preferences have left little room for the people God has placed around you. Someone may need
you to listen without rushing, offer encouragement without being asked, extend patience when
circumstances become inconvenient, or acknowledge a burden they have been carrying quietly.
Making room for others does not require you to say yes to every request, neglect your own
well-being, or assume responsibility for problems you cannot solve. It means allowing the
humility of Christ to influence how you respond when another person’s needs become visible,
while exercising wisdom about what you can faithfully offer. YOU DON’T HAVE TO DO
EVERYTHING FOR EVERYBODY, BUT LOVE SHOULD MAKE YOU WILLING TO DO
SOMETHING FOR SOMEBODY.



@ FOCUS FOR TODAY

Making room for somebody else does not mean your life no longer matters; it means
recognizing that your life is not the only one that matters.

Christlike humility moves us beyond self-centered priorities and teaches us to consider the
needs, concerns, and well-being of others.

X PRACTICE — MAKE ROOM FOR SOMEBODY ELSE

e Examine your priorities. Consider whether your personal schedule, preferences, or
expectations have made you less attentive to the people around you.

e Listen without making it about yourself. Give someone your full attention today without
immediately redirecting the conversation toward your own experiences.

e Recognize an overlooked need. Pay attention to someone who may be carrying a
responsibility, concern, or burden that others have not noticed.

e Choose one act of selfless love. Offer encouragement, assistance, patience, or practical
support without expecting recognition or repayment.

e Practice humility with wisdom. Remember that considering the needs of others does not
require neglecting your responsibilities or abandoning healthy boundaries.

J, PRAYER

Heavenly Father, thank You for the extraordinary love You have demonstrated through Jesus
Christ. Thank You that He did not cling to His privileges but humbled Himself and willingly gave
His life so that we could experience forgiveness, reconciliation, and new life through Him.
Forgive me for the times | have allowed my own desires, responsibilities, frustrations, and
preferences to become more important than the people You have placed around me. Reveal the
areas of my heart where selfishness, pride, or impatience have prevented me from
demonstrating genuine compassion.

Lord, develop within me the humility that reflects the character of Jesus Christ. Teach me to
recognize the needs of others without becoming consumed by the pressure to meet every need
myself. Give me wisdom to know when to listen, when to encourage, when to serve, and when
to offer practical assistance. Help me remember that the people around me have concerns,
responsibilities, struggles, and desires that deserve thoughtful consideration. As You continue
transforming my heart, let my relationships become places where others experience patience,
kindness, humility, and genuine love.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

#. REFLECTION QUESTION

Where have your own priorities, preferences, or expectations made it difficult to consider
someone else’s needs, and what is one practical way you can make room for that person
today?
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