AI Chapter 4 Summary

[bookmark: _GoBack]Hosea 4 opens the book's central section, which warns that the nation will continue to deteriorate in the short term, and it will not be spared but will be conquered and exiled.
The chapter imagines Israel on trial. This is more a general criminal trial than a divorce proceeding, but it is for the same sorts of crimes: idolatry, polytheism, and related covenant violations.
The charges include lying, murder, stealing, and adultery, which are specific violations of the Ten Commandments.   The lesson is clear: where God is not acknowledged (v. 1), moral uprightness disappears.
Israel's priests bear heavy blame, since the people were destroyed from lack of knowledge partly because the priests had failed to teach God's word to the people. Instead, the false priests and prophets of Hosea's day catered to people's idolatrous desires, giving in to their wishes rather than deferring to God's wishes.
Hosea uses "prostitution" to picture Israel's unfaithfulness. She was unfaithful to God and chased after other gods, just as a prostitute solicits customers.
For today, the failure of spiritual leadership is one of the top reasons why people in the church fail to acknowledge God and be faithful and true to him.
