AI Chapter 5 Summary

Hosea 5 announces God's judgment on Israel's leaders and people. The three groups addressed were all responsible for maintaining justice, but it miscarried at their hands. When a nation's religious leaders ("priests," v. 1) and government leaders ("royal house," v. 1) are corrupt, they help turn the population in general ("Israelites," v. 1) toward corrupt ways.
Their empty worship couldn't fix the problem. Since both northern Israel and Judah were practicing idolatry and false worship, it was unacceptable to bring sacrificial animals to try to mollify God by going through the motions of worshiping him while also worshiping other gods.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The chapter's background is political turmoil. The alarm being raised is most likely associated with a phase of the Syro-Ephraimite War of the 730s BC. Israel turned to Assyria for help, but the alliances were worthless.
Still, the chapter ends with hope. God threatened to withdraw from Israel until, out of desperation, they truly repented. For us today, the ultimate resolution to this kind of problem is to reject sin, seek God, and humbly plead for restoration.
