October 11, 2026
[bookmark: _i36mjenyw3ys]SUNDAY REFLECTION - Look Around
October Series: Love Your Neighbor
Week Focus: Look Around
Scripture – Luke 10:33–37 — “But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him.… ‘Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?’… Jesus told him, ‘Go and do likewise.’”

Devotional Reflection
This week began with a simple challenge: slow down enough to notice. Throughout the week, God has invited us to pay closer attention to the people He has already placed around us. We have considered what happens when we see a need but are tempted to look away, what it means to allow another person’s situation to reach our hearts, how compassion can sometimes look like simply being present, and why our lives need enough margin to be interrupted when God gives us an opportunity to love. Yesterday, we were challenged to take the next faithful step. Each day has brought us back to the same movement: SEE → CARE → RESPOND.
Jesus’ story of the Good Samaritan shows us why all three matter. The priest saw the wounded man. The Levite saw him. The Samaritan saw him. But the Samaritan allowed what he saw to reach his heart, and his compassion affected what he did next. He moved toward the man, cared for his wounds, helped him reach a place where he could receive continued care, and provided for his immediate need. The difference wasn’t whether they saw him; the difference was what happened after they saw him. Compassion became more than a feeling because it eventually became a faithful response.
But Jesus does something important at the end of the story. The expert in the law had asked, “Who is my neighbor?” Jesus ends by asking which person in the story “was a neighbor” to the wounded man. The question shifts from identifying who qualifies for our love to examining the kind of people we are becoming. Following Jesus is not primarily about deciding which people deserve our compassion. Because we have received mercy from God, His grace should increasingly shape the way we see and respond to others. We don’t show mercy to earn God’s mercy; we show mercy because we know we need—and have received—mercy.
So as this first week of Transformed Community comes to a close, look back before moving forward. Who did you notice this week? Did someone’s story affect you differently? Were you able to listen without immediately trying to fix? Did compassion interrupt your plans? Did you take a faithful step? There may also have been opportunities you missed—and even those can become places of growth rather than condemnation. Bring them before God and allow Him to continue transforming you. The goal of this week was never simply to become more observant. The goal was to become more like Jesus. Mercy received should increasingly become mercy shown.
🔥 FOCUS FOR TODAY
Don’t only ask, “Who is my neighbor?” Ask, “Am I becoming a neighbor?”
[bookmark: _by7qgljc6a4l]🛠 PRACTICE
• Look back over this week and identify one person God helped you see differently.
• Consider where you moved from simply seeing someone to genuinely caring about what they were carrying.
• Identify one moment when you were able to be present without feeling responsible to fix everything.
• Reflect on whether compassion interrupted your plans at any point and how you responded.
• Consider the faithful step you took—or the opportunity you now recognize that you missed—and ask God what He wants to teach you through it.
• Before beginning a new week, pray: “Lord, keep teaching me to see, care, and respond like Jesus.”

[bookmark: _o4nsm2dfk9fg]🙏 PRAYER
Father, thank You for the mercy You have shown me through Jesus Christ. Thank You for seeing me, loving me, and meeting my greatest need through Your grace. I know that I could never earn Your mercy by doing enough good for others. I receive Your grace with gratitude, and I ask You to let the mercy I have received increasingly become visible through the way I live.
Continue transforming the way I see the people around me. Keep my heart tender without making me believe I must carry everything. Give me wisdom for healthy boundaries, compassion that is willing to be present, and courage to respond when You place a faithful step within my reach. As I enter another week, do not let me become so busy with my own life that I continually pass by the people You are teaching me to see. Make me more like Jesus.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.

[bookmark: _vrefi4r4fimp]✍️ REFLECTION QUESTION
How has God changed the way you see the people around you this week, and what will it look like for you to continue becoming a neighbor who sees, cares, and responds faithfully?
