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Atheist vs. a bear:
· James 4:2-3.
· Why do we pray?
1. God’s D)______________ Will.
2. God’s P)_________________ Will. Examples – Daniel 3:16-18 & I Samuel 8.
· Lament – is a prayer that expresses r)_________ sorrow, pain or confusion directly to God. – Psalm 44:23.

I. When Lamenting – Lay E)_______________ Out Before God. 
· Mark Vroegop’s book “Dark Clouds, Deep Mercy.” 
· “Our new normal was a b)_____________ fight.” 
· Having faith in God makes all the difference in the world, but it doesn’t make it e)_________ to suffer loss. 

II. Lament’s Purpose is to Call Out to God to Act According to His C)______________ & A)_________________. 
· God’s help is based on who God is and what God has promised to do e)______________ our complaint. 
· Psalm 22:1.
· Psalm 22:3-5.
· David’s lament is not a dead end of sorrow, but a b)____________ that leads him to God’s promises and character. 
· May we like David end our prayer not in doubt, rather in confidence – But God!
· Psalm 22:19-21.

Conclusion:
· Robert Merrill who played Tevye from Fiddler on the Roof and his improv of a stray dog that came on stage. 
· Be confident, bold, but always acknowledge – “Not my will be done, but Your will be done.” 
 



Rev. Joel Plisek
Office Hours Tekamah - Mon.-Thurs. 8:30am –11am.
Office Hours Decatur - Wednesday’s - 1pm-3pm. 

Parish Phone: (402) 374-2888   Pastor’s Phone: (402) 670-4688
Parish Email: tekamahumc@abbnebraska.com
Pastor’s Email: jplisek@greatplainsumc.org
 
Find us on Facebook: Tekamah Decatur Methodist Parish.
Worship Service posted on Facebook only by 5pm Sundays.

Website: tekamahdecaturumcparish.org is under construction. 
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[image: Present Your Requests to God - YouTube]t wine, and warm spices for a fresh, lightly sweet, and chunky texture.
Ingredients
3 medium apples (Gala, Fuji, or Granny Smith), peeled, cored, and diced into ¼-inch pieces
1 cup walnut halves or pieces, toasted and chopped
¼ cup sweet red wine (or grape juice for a non-alcoholic version)
1 tablespoon light brown sugar or honey
Zest of 1 lemon and 1–2 tablespoons fresh lemon juice
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
¼ teaspoon kosher salt
Optional: ¼ cup raisins or chopped dates for added sweetness
Instructions
Toast the walnuts: Place walnuts in a dry skillet over medium heat for 2–3 minutes, shaking occasionally until fragrant and lightly golden. Finely chop and transfer to a large mixing bowl.
Prepare the apples: Peel, core, and dice the apples into small, even pieces. Optionally, pulse a portion in a food processor for a creamier texture while keeping some chunks for contrast.
Combine ingredients: Add the apples to the bowl with walnuts. Stir in wine, brown sugar or honey, lemon zest, lemon juice, cinnamon, and salt. Mix gently until evenly coated.
Adjust flavor: Taste and adjust sweetness, acidity, or wine as needed. Optionally, fold in raisins or dates.
Rest: Cover and refrigerate for at least 30 minutes to allow flavors to meld. For best results, prepare a day in advance.
Tips for Perfect Haroseth
Use firm apples to maintain texture and prevent mushiness.
Keep the mixture chunky, not pureed, to preserve the contrast between apples and walnuts.
Toasting walnuts enhances their flavor and crunch.
Sweet red wine adds depth, but grape juice works well for a non-alcoholic version.
Haroseth can be stored in an airtight container in the fridge for 3–5 days; stir before serving and add a splash of wine or lemon juice if it dries out.
Serving Suggestions
Serve over matzo with bitter herbs as part of the Seder plate.
Enjoy as a topping for matzo crackers, cream cheese, or even as a sweet side dish during Passover meals.
This recipe balances sweetness, acidity, and crunch, making it a classic Ashkenazi-style haroseth that is easy to prepare, customizable, and perfect for the Passover Seder table. 
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Welcome to
Tekamah and Decatur
United Methodist Churches
September 21, 2025       15th Sunday in Pentecost

Local, State, National & Global Concerns:
Persecuted Christian Nation for the Month: Benin		          President – Donald Trump 
Congress – Mike Flood, Don Bacon & Adrian Smith         Senators – Deb Fischer & Pete Ricketts 
Nebraska Governor – Jim Pillen		                             District 16 State Senator – Ben Hansen
Great Plains UMC Bishop – David Wilson	  Eastern Nebraska D.S. – Stephanie Ahlschwede   
Decatur Village Governance        Tekamah-Herman School                          Lyons-Decatur School Oakland-Craig School		           End of the Wars                         Lost, Lonely & Oppressed       Field Fires           Flooding              Hurricanes          God’s Truth	               Division in our country Young people                              Missionaries & Families

Silent Prayer: 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer:  

Young Disciples’ Message: 

Offertory: 

Doxology:       			Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 	             UMH. 95

Offering Prayer:

Scripture Reading:	   	                Philippians 4:4-9			  Kathy Mussack		         
Message:                                      “Present Your Request to God”                                 

Closing Hymn:	                                 Leaning on the Everlasting Arms	           	           UMH. 133

NEXT SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURE: 
II Timothy 3:1-5, 14-17
“The Most Powerful Book” 
Announcements:
October 15-December 7 – Mary Loftis Medicare Open Enrollment Seminars. 

Sunday, October 11 – 11 – 1 pm – Chicken & Biscuits at Craig Fire Hall. 

Tuesday, October 13 – 10:00 am – Tuesday Trotters. 

Wednesday, October 14 – 1:00 pm – Decatur Bible Study.

Sunday, October 18 – 4:00 pm – Charge Conference at St. Paul UMC in South Sioux City. 

October 21 – 28 – Pastor Joel on Vacation to Texas. Pastor Michael McGregor preaching. Pastor Rob Garton (Tekamah Presbyterian Church, phone: 374-2228) pastoral care. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Call to Worship: Psalm 95
L: “Come, all who long for God’s care, Bring your requests to the One who hears. Come, all who seek His face, with open hands and humble hearts.”

P: “Let us bring our needs before the Lord, and worship the One who meets us here.”

L: Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; let us come before him with thanksgiving.”

P: “Let us bring our requests to God and worship the One who loves us most.”

Hymn:	 				Great is Thy Faithfulness			UMH. 140

Passing the Peace:

Prayers of the People:
 Decatur Prayer List:

Leonard Hansen	LeAnn Richards	Phil & Marilyn Schroder 	Marty Slaughter 
Don Drummond	George Kahlandt	Jean Morgan			Lynn Peterson
Tyson Schmidt (grandson of Jim & Jane Judt)	Amber & Zeke Metcalf 	             
Pam Farrens (cousin of Jean Morgan)  		Vida Stapple (friend of Burdina Church)
Sean & Teressa Powell (cousin of Christy Purcell)	

Decatur Home Bound and Care Centers:

Norma Williams	Darlene Smith		Lynn & Karen Farrens		Ethelyn Brewer	
Georgeann Dunning 	Alice Jansen		Elaine Mitchell
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