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I. INTRODUCTION
The tithe did not begin with Moses, but the Law commanded what God had already established from Eden through the patriarchs. The Law did not invent tithing; it formalized it so that an unregenerate people—without the Spirit, without the new birth, without God’s Law written on their hearts—could walk in covenant partnership with God.
Galatians 3:23-25 But before faith came, we were imprisoned under the law, kept for the faith which was later to be revealed. 24 So the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.
Hebrews 7:8 Here mortal men receive tithes, but there he receives them, of whom it is witnessed that he lives. 
Jesus, our High Priest in the eternal priesthood of Melchizedek is still receiving the tithe and administering the Blessing but for us it to be by faith not the by a command. Even as it was with before the Law was given.
From Adam to Moses, tithing was a relational covenant practice. Under Moses, it became a national covenant command. The purpose was not taxation—it was holiness, order, worship, and covenant alignment with the Blessing.
The tithe in the Law reveals the Blessing of obedience and the danger of disobedience.
II. THE TITHE IS HOLY UNTO THE LORD 
[bookmark: 32][bookmark: 34]Leviticus 27:30–32 Thus any tithe from the land, whether from the seed of the land or the fruit of the trees, belongs to the LORD; it is holy to the LORD…Every tenth animal from the herd or flock that passes under the shepherd’s rod will be holy to the LORD. 
1. The Holy Portion
A. “Tithe”—maaser (mah-as-ayr') tenth, the tithe
B. The tithe belongs to the LORD. It is “holy”—qodesh (ko'-desh): consecrated, dedicated, set apart. 
C. The tithe is not ours to decide. It is not up to us to take the 100% and spend on ourselves and if there is anything left bring God our leftovers (see Cain and Abel)
D. The tithe is the first tenth, not the leftover tenth. 
E. The tithe/tenth is God’s property.
F. We treat is as “holy”—qodesh we do not touch it. We do not borrow from it. We set it apart before we do anything else.
G. The tithe is the holy portion that sanctifies the rest—90%.
H. NOTE: Everything that we own does not belong to God or else we would not be able to offer (offerings) Him anything. The tenth belongs to Him and the 90% belongs to us.

2. Application
A. Treating the tithe as holy aligns us with God’s order and protects the rest. 
B. When we honor what God calls holy, He honors what concerns us.
C. 1 Samuel 2:30 “…‘For I will honor those who honor Me, but those who despise Me will be disdained.”

III. TITHING THE TITHE
[bookmark: 4][bookmark: 5][bookmark: 7][bookmark: 8][bookmark: 9][bookmark: 10][bookmark: 11][bookmark: 12][bookmark: 13][bookmark: 14][bookmark: 15][bookmark: 16]Deuteronomy 26:1-15 “When you enter the land that the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance, and you take possession of it and settle in it, 2you are to take some of the firstfruits of all your produce from the soil of the land that the LORD your God is giving you and put them in a basket. Then go to the place the LORD your God will choose as a dwelling for His Name, 3to the priest who is serving at that time, and say to him, “I declare today to the LORD your God that I have entered the land that the LORD swore to our fathers to give us.” 4Then the priest shall take the basket from your hands and place it before the altar of the LORD your God, 5and you are to declare before the LORD your God, “My father was a wandering Aramean, and he went down to Egypt few in number and lived there and became a great nation, mighty and numerous. 6But the Egyptians mistreated us and afflicted us, putting us to hard labor. 7So we called out to the LORD, the God of our fathers; and the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, toil, and oppression. 8Then the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with great terror, signs, and wonders. 9And He brought us to this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. 10And now, behold, I have brought the firstfruits of the land that You, O LORD, have given me.” Then you are to place the basket before the LORD your God and bow down before Him. 11So you shall rejoice—you, the Levite, and the foreigner dwelling among you—in all the good things the LORD your God has given to you and your household. 12When you have finished laying aside a tenth of all your produce in the third year, the year of the tithe, you are to give it to the Levite, the foreigner, the fatherless, and the widow, that they may eat and be filled within your gates. 13Then you shall declare in the presence of the LORD your God, “I have removed from my house the sacred portion and have given it to the Levite, the foreigner, the fatherless, and the widow, according to all the commandments You have given me. I have not transgressed or forgotten Your commandments. 14I have not eaten any of the sacred portion while in mourning, or removed any of it while unclean, or offered any of it for the dead. I have obeyed the LORD my God; I have done everything You commanded me. 15Look down from Your holy habitation, from heaven, and bless Your people Israel and the land You have given us as You swore to our fathers—a land flowing with milk and honey.”
When Israel entered the land, God taught them how to honor Him with the first and the best. Tithing the tithe was not silent, casual, or mechanical. It was worship expressed through words, memory, and gratitude. It was the tithe carried in a basket, placed before the altar, and accompanied by a declaration that remembered God’s faithfulness.
1. Firstfruits Worship
God told Israel to take the firstfruits of all their produce, place it in a basket, and bring it to the place He chose. This was intentional. This was covenant. This was worship.
The tithe was never dropped off quietly. 
The tithe was never treated casually. 
The tithe was never separated from testimony.
Israel stood before the priest and said:
[bookmark: 6]“I declare today I declare today to the LORD your God that I have entered the land that the LORD swore to our fathers to give us. Then the priest shall take the basket from your hands and place it before the altar of the LORD your God, and you are to declare before the LORD your God,”
They remembered where they came from. 
They remembered Who rescued them. 
They remembered Who blessed them. 
They remembered Who brought them into the land.
They recited their story:
“My father was a wandering Aramean…” 
“We were afflicted…” 
“We cried out…” 
“The LORD heard…” 
“The LORD delivered…” 
“The LORD brought us in…” 
“And now, behold, I have brought the firstfruits of the land You have given me.”
The tithe became worship expressed through remembrance. 
The tithe became testimony expressed through gratitude. 
The tithe became covenant expressed through declaration.
Tithing the tithe was Israel saying:
“God, everything I have came from You — and I honor You with the first and the best.”
They placed the basket before the LORD and bowed down. They rejoiced in all the good things God had given them and their households.
Tithing the tithe was worship with memory. 
Worship with testimony. 
Worship with gratitude.
Worship with covenant acknowledgment.
It reminded God’s people Who brought them out — and Who brings them in.
2. Application 
A. The tithe is an act of worship that declares God as Source. 
B. Worship begins when we give God the first, not the remainder. 
C. Tithing the tithe is remembering God’s faithfulness and honoring Him with the firstfruits of all He has given.

IV. THE BLESSING OF OBEDIENCE 
[bookmark: 3]Deuteronomy 28:1–13 “Now if you faithfully obey the voice of the LORD your God and are careful to follow all His commandments I am giving you today, the LORD your God will set you high above all the nations of the earth. And all these blessings will come upon you and overtake you, if you will obey the voice of the LORD your God:…”
1. Provision
A. Blessed in the city 
B. Blessed in the country 
C. Blessed in the basket 
D. Blessed in the kneading bowl 
E. Blessed in offspring, produce, livestock

2. Protection
A. Enemies flee seven ways 
B. God rebukes the devourer 

3. Promotion
A. Established as God’s holy people 
B. Nations see God’s hand on you 
C. Prosperity in abundance 
D. Lending to many, borrowing from none 
E. Head and not tail 
F. Above only, never beneath

4. Covenant Alignment
A. The tithe keeps us aligned with the Blessing. 
B. The tithe is the believer’s covenant connection to God’s provision. 
C. The tithe is the believer’s covenant shield against devouring. 
D. The tithe positions the believer for promotion.

5. Application
A. Obedience positions us for the Blessing to overtake us. 
B. The tithe aligns our lives with God’s provision, protection, and promotion.

V. THE WARNING OF DISOBEDIENCE 
Deuteronomy 28:14–68 “If you do not obey… all these curses will come upon you…”
1. Covenant Warning
A. God does not curse anyone. 
B. The Curse is already in the earth because of the Fall. 
C. Disobedience is misalignment with God and it opens the door to the Curse. 
D. Obedience closes the door. 
2. The Curse includes:
A. devouring
B. loss
C. lack
D. defeat
E. oppression
F. confusion
G. sickness
H. bondage

3. Application
A. The tithe closes the door to devouring and opens the door to protection. 
B. God’s covenant order is designed to keep His people safe.

VI. FINAL APPLICATION
The tithe in the Law is not legalism — it is covenant. 
It is God’s holy portion. 
It is His claim on the first tenth. 
It is His method of blessing the work of our hands. 
It is His shield against the devourer.
The tithe is about lordship. 
The tithe is about worship. 
The tithe is about covenant partnership with the God who blesses.
When we honor God’s order, we step into God’s Blessing. 
When we bring the tithe, we align ourselves with His provision, His protection, and His promotion.

