St. Paul
Lutheran Church

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
October 11, 2026 8:00 a.m.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE “Faithful Father” Brian Doerksen

CONFESSION Please rise
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

OPENING HYMN: WOV #801 “Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise”

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together,

Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out
your life with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is
honorable, just, and pure, and transform us into a people of righteousness and
peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:1-9

O LORD, you are my God; | will exalt you; | will praise your name, for you have done
wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. For you have made the city a
heap, the fortified city a ruin; the palace of foreigners is a city no more; it will never be
rebuilt. Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you.
For you have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a shelter
from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. When the blast of the ruthless was like a
winter rainstorm, the noise of foreigners like heat in a dry place, you subdued the heat
with the shade of clouds; the song of the ruthless was stilled. On this mountain the
LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of
rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. And he will destroy on this
mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the covering that is spread over all
nations; he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord GoD will wipe away the tears
from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the
LORD has spoken. It will be said on that day, “See, this is our God; we have waited for
him, so that he might save us. This is the LORD for whom we have waited; let us be glad
and rejoice in his salvation.”

PSALM 23

The LORD is my shepherd;

| shall not be in want.

The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures

and leads me beside still waters.

You restore my soul, O LORD,

and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.

Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;

you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.



SECOND READING: Philippians 4:1-9

My brothers and sisters, whom | love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the
Lord in this way, my beloved. | urge Euodia and | urge Syntyche to be of the same mind
in the Lord. Yes, and | ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they
have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest
of my coworkers, whose names are in the book of life. Rejoice in the Lord always; again
| will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not
be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just,
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any
excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. As for the
things that you have learned and received and heard and noticed in me, do them, and
the God of peace will be with you.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL READING: Matthew 22:1-14
Response: Glory to you, O Lord.

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call
those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he
sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, | have prepared my
dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready;
come to the wedding banquet.” But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm,
another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed
them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and



burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited
were not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the
wedding banquet.” Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they
found, both good and bad, so the wedding hall was filled with guests. “But when the
king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding
robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And
he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and
throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
For many are called, but few are chosen.”

Response: Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY: WOV #779 “On Eagle’s Wings”

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS:
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the
world.

A brief silence.

Holy God, we remember your promise of unity on your holy mountain. Empower the
World Council of Churches and all those working across religious difference, that the
world may know your undivided love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We remember your promise of green pastures and quiet waters. Preserve all places of
natural beauty and restore our relationship with the land. Hear us, O God. Your mercy
is great.

We remember your promise to not abandon us amid storm and disaster. Renew all
communities facing disasters and give your courage to those leading relief efforts. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.



We remember your promise to wipe away every tear. Heal and console all who are sick
or suffering. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We remember your promise of a banquet open to all people. Challenge this
congregation to open wide our doors and welcome everyone to the table. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

We remember your promise to swallow up death forever. We give thanks for those who
have gone before us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in
our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE

L: The peace of the Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

(Those who desire to share the peace of the Lord with others are invited to greet
one another; those who do not wish to share the peace, may be seated.)

OFFERING: “You Are My Hiding Place” Michael Ledner
OFFERTORY

Let the vine- yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of

0 =
= N T p— 1 | 1 | T | I——
I\J .I\‘_’/é 7 1 'I j i 1 H i
bless - ing. Gath - er a har - vest from the seeds that were
I_Q_#u T T T ]
2\ = I ] I 1 — M ] M I ]
RSN — F—1e — | f —1 - ] I
ry) [ 4 g [ 4 s L4 [ 4 gl o
sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life.
D= I f  —
L | | T i i I\I I
|BNRVS | I I 1 o 1 1 1 ] L‘—tl
P9) I — ' r —
Gath- er the hopes and dreams of all; u- nite them with the prayers we
0 = . .
P — — s e e e B e e —
t@ﬁ:c (2 = I E—— x_J L L H' [ — —
rS) & [ T
of - fer now. Grace our ta - ble with your pres - ence,
0 =
= t I I I Il |
Ho - ] I | | — I 3 I 1 Il |
RSN E— r—1e e — | | f — 1 o ] i
r'S) [ 4 g L4 [ 4 [ 4 [ 4 g )
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are
from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our
hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened
to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord's
death until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
N |
i ) ) Y ) Y | Y
72— | T T | | PR | PR I
O e e e e e
Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
N |
i ) Y Y ) ) ) ) |
I\LV\ I | 2 | I I I I I ! | 1
oo o et e ]
us. Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have
N
)7 A ! I I f
e e e e T
ry) J—i o e — ' ' | | |
mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, yon take a - way the
n__.
)7 A I I

. . i .

| | Y | Y J | | P | | | |
'a;t i P l | | [ | |l [/10 | |
y) ' ' v " C

sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.




COMMUNION HYMNS:
LBW #479 “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”
LBW #453 “If You But Trust in God to Guide You”
LBW #296 ‘Just as | Am, without One Plea”

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

POST COMMUNION
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PRAYER

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of
your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.
Amen.

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious
to you. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.

DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: “All Praise to Thee” arr. by Ruth Elaine Schram
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