
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, October 11, 2026

20th Sunday after Pentecost

INTRODUCTION
In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God will wipe away 
death forever. In Jesus’ parable about a great banquet, those invited do not come, 
so the invitation is extended to others. In our liturgy God spreads a table before us. 
Even amid anxiety and hardship we rejoice in the peace of God which surpasses all 
understanding. With great joy we feast at the table of the Lord, and we go forth to 
share the wonderful invitation with others hungering and thirsting for the abundant 
life of God.

WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS
The October Noisy Offering collection will go to the Starfish Project food pantry, chosen by our 3 yr. old—2nd 
grade class.

The flowers today are from Susan & Bob Fetsch, in celebration of their 45th wedding anniversary. 
Happy Anniversary!



Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who pours love into our hearts
and healing upon the earth.
Amen.
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Compassionate God,
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.
Creation groans from overuse.
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love
to others.
Turn our hearts back to you.
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,
following the way of Jesus Christ.
Amen.
Hear this good news:
We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation,
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.
Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 871 

Greeting page 203
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE  Pg. 203
CANTICLE OF PRAISE page 204

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Lord of the feast, 
you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out your life with 
abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, 
and pure, and transform us into a people of righteousness and peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 25:1-9
After a hymn of praise acknowledging God as a shelter for the poor, the prophet 
portrays a wonderful victory banquet at which death—which in ancient Canaan was 
depicted as a monster swallowing up everyone—will be swallowed up forever. The 
prophet urges celebration of this victory of salvation.

Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good 

1 Sing praise to God, the highest good,
 the author of creation!
 O God of love, you understood
 our need for your salvation.
 With healing balm our souls you fill;
 all our lament with peace you still.
 To God all praise and glory!

2 What your almighty pow'r has made,
 in mercy you are keeping;
 by morning glow or evening shade,
 your eye is never sleeping;
 in the dominion of your might
 all things are just and good and right.
 To God all praise and glory!

3 We sought the Lord in our distress;
 O God, in mercy hear us.
 Our Savior saw our helplessness
 and came with peace to cheer us.
 For this we thank and praise the Lord,
 who is by one and all adored.
 To God all praise and glory!

4 All who confess Christ's holy name,
 give God the praise and glory!
 Let all God's saving pow'r proclaim;
 give God the praise and glory!
 Cast ev'ry idol from its throne;
 God is the Lord, and God alone.
 To God all praise and glory!

Text: Johann J. Schütz, 1640-1690; tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812-
1897, adapt.



1 O LORD, you are my God;
I will exalt you; I will praise your name,

for you have done wonderful things,
plans formed of old, faithful and sure.

2 For you have made the city a heap,
the fortified city a ruin;

the palace of foreigners is a city no more;
it will never be rebuilt.

3 Therefore strong peoples will glorify you;
cities of ruthless nations will fear you.

4 For you have been a refuge to the poor,
a refuge to the needy in their distress,
a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.

When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,
5 the noise of foreigners like heat in a dry place,

you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds;
the song of the ruthless was stilled.

6 On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.

7 And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the covering that is spread over all nations;
8 he will swallow up death forever.

Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the LORD has spoken.

9 It will be said on that day,
“See, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the LORD for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”

The Word of The Lord.       Thanks Be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 23
You prepare a table before me, and my cup is running over. (Ps. 23:5)

1 The LORD is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.

 



2 The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.

3 You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

Second Reading: Philippians 4:1-9
Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain future, Paul calls on the 
Philippians to rejoice and give thanks to God no matter what the circumstance. God’s 
peace is with us and binds together our hearts and minds in Jesus Christ, especially 
when things around us do not seem peaceful.

1 My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in 
the Lord in this way, my beloved.

 2 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3 Yes, and I 
ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside 
me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my coworkers, 
whose names are in the book of life.

 4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be known 
to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 
7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus.

 8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is 
just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any 
excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 As for 
the things that you have learned and received and heard and noticed in me, do them, 
and the God of peace will be with you.

The Word of The Lord.       Thanks Be to God.



Gospel Acclamation pg. 205 
Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the 22nd Chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14
Jesus tells a parable indicating that the blessings of God’s kingdom are available to all, 
but the invitation is not to be taken lightly.

1 Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his slaves to call 
those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. 4 Again 
he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared 
my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; 
come to the wedding banquet.’ 5 But they made light of it and went away, one to his 
farm, another to his business, 6 while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and 
killed them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, 
and burned their city. 8 Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those 
invited were not worthy. 9 Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you 
find to the wedding banquet.’ 10 Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all 
whom they found, both good and bad, so the wedding hall was filled with guests.

 11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was 
not wearing a wedding robe, 12 and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here 
without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the 
attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but few are 
chosen.”

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor John Kreidler
SERMON Pastor John Kreidler



HYMN OF THE DAY  TFF 242 

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our 
Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Sweet Hour of Prayer

1   Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of  
      prayer,
     that calls me from a world of care,
     and bids me at my Father’s throne
     make all my wants and wishes known.
     In seasons of distress and grief
     my soul has often found relief,
     and oft escaped the tempter’s snare
     by thy return, sweet hour of prayer.

2   Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of
      prayer,
     thy wings shall my petition bear
     to him whose truth and faithfulness        
     engage the waiting soul to bless;

     and since he bids me seek his face,   
  believe his word and trust his grace,
     I’ll cast on him my ev’ry care,
     and wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer.

3   Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of
      prayer,
     may I thy consolation share,
     till from Mount Pisgah’s lofty height
     I view my home and take my flight.
     With joy I’ll hasten to the place
     where God my Savior shows his face,
     and gladly take my station there,
     thy promise gained, sweet hour of
     prayer.

        Text: William Walford, 1772-1850, alt.



Prayers of Intercession 
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the 
world.
A brief silence.
Holy God, we remember your promise of unity on your holy mountain. Empower the 
World Council of Churches and all those working across religious difference, that the 
world may know your undivided love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We remember your promise of green pastures and quiet waters. Preserve all places 
of natural beauty and restore our relationship with the land. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We remember your promise to not abandon us amid storm and disaster. Renew all 
communities facing disasters and give your courage to those leading relief efforts. 
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We remember your promise to wipe away every tear. Heal and console all who are 
sick or suffering (especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We remember your promise of a banquet open to all people. Challenge this 
congregation to open wide our doors and welcome everyone to the table. Hear us, O 
God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
We remember your promise to swallow up death forever. We give thanks for those 
who have gone before us. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in 
our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE  p. 206
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us.
The peace of the Lord be with you always,

And also with you.
Let us share God's peace with one another.
 
OFFERING/ NOISY OFFERING
OFFERTORY ELW 752



GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, .......
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

Holy, Holy pg. 207
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!
COMMUNION 
COMMUNION SONG pg. 208
COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 362
At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing

1 At the Lamb's high feast we sing
 praise to our victorious king,
 who has washed us in the tide
 flowing from his wounded side. Alleluia!

2 Praise we Christ, whose love divine
 gives his sacred blood for wine,
 gives his body for the feast—
 Christ the victim, Christ the priest. Alleluia!

3 Where the paschal blood is poured
 death's dread angel sheathes the sword;
 Israel's hosts triumphant go
 through the wave that drowns the foe.
           Alleluia!

4 Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed,
 paschal victim, paschal bread;
 with sincerity and love
 eat we manna from above. Alleluia!

5 Mighty victim from the sky,
 hell's fierce pow'rs beneath you lie;
 you have conquered in the fight,
 you have brought us life and light. Alleluia!

6 Now no more can death appall,
 now no more the grave enthrall;
 you have opened paradise,
 and your saints in you shall rise. Alleluia!

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy,
 this alone can sin destroy!
 From sin's pow'r, Lord, set us free,
 newborn souls in you to be. Alleluia!

8 Father, who the crown shall give,
 Savior, by whose death we live,
 Spirit, guide through all our days:
 Three in One, your name we praise.
 Alleluia!

              Text: Latin hymn, 17th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell,  
              1814-1868, alt.



ELW 754 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Sustaining God,
with this bread and cup,
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.
Amen.

SENDING
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the 
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist us in this ministry on which we are 
sent forth. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those to whom we bring 
this sacrament, that through the body and blood for your Son we all may know the 
comfort of your abiding presence. 
Amen. 

BLESSING
The God of love
draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.
Amen.
The God of hope

Jesus, the Very Thought of You

1 Jesus, the very thought of you
 fills us with sweet delight;
 but sweeter far your face to view
 and rest within your light.

2 No voice can sing, no heart can frame,
 nor can the mind recall
 a sweeter sound than your blest name,
 O Savior of us all!

3 O Hope of ev'ry contrite soul,
 O joy of all the meek,
 how kind you are to those who fall!
 How good to those who seek!

4 O Jesus, be our joy today;
 help us to prize your love;
 grant us at last to hear you say:
 "Come, share my home above."

Text: attr. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091-1153; tr. Edward 
Caswall, 1814-1878



grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.
Amen.
The God of grace
☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 763 

My Life Flows On in Endless Song

1   My life flows on in endless song;
     above earth's lamentation,    
     I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn
     that hails a new creation.

Refrain
     No storm can shake my inmost calm
     while to that Rock I'm clinging.
     Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth,
     how can I keep from singing?

2  Through all the tumult and the strife,
     I hear that music ringing.
     It finds an echo in my soul.
     How can I keep from singing?  Refrain

3   What though my joys and comforts die?
     The Lord my Savior liveth.
     What though the darkness gather round?
     Songs in the night he giveth.  Refrain

4   The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart,
      a fountain ever springing!
     All things are mine since I am his!  
     How can I keep from singing?  Refrain

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899

DISMISSAL
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.



St. Mark’s members:
The people of St. Mark’s,
Ginny Schwartzbeck,
Roger Trester,
Clarence Linsey,
Lucas Niccoli, 
Donna Nichols,
Pete Cagle,
Linda Cagle,
Janet Nichols,
Chuck Vandenberg, 
Janet Schmidt, 

Family & friends:
Family of Sandra Borg, sister of Joyce Johnson,
Billy Howe, friend of Dave & Janie Best,
Mike Rex, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Sherry Anderson, friend of the Lathams,
Rhonda Bernie, cousin of Linda Cagle,
Shane & family, friends of Joe & Debbie Van 
Kempen,
Family of Sally Gieschen, friend of St. Mark’s,
Adam, cousin of Nancy Bryer,
Michel El Haddad, extended Fetsch family member,
Audrey Varner, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Mitch Shaffer, friend of Susan and Bob Fetsch, 
Patty, friend of Vicki Larson,
Barry Hansen, cousin of Paula Quade,
Family of Irene, mother of Janet Krievins,
Garry Thomas, father of Mark Thomas, 
Kathryn Young, cousin of Mark Schmideskamp,
Steve, cousin of Tom Bryer,
Liz Zybko, friend of Pam Wilson,
Tony Berg, son of Arlyn & Jan Berg,
Donna Trester, Mother of Linda Cagle,
Kerry O’Rourke, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Mindy Gustus, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Jessica Parker, great-niece of Jane Stresewski, 
Bob Bergene, friend of Clarence Linsey,
Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer,

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle,
Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle
Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle, 
Candy, sister of Tom Bryer, 
Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe, 
Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols, 
Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart, 
Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun, 
Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart, 
Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother, 
Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts, 
Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin, 
All People affected by natural disasters 

Those in the Military: 
A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen 
Thompson, 
Ryan Hunter Hillis, family friend of Trish Klima

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.  

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.
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