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WELCOME TO APOSTLES LUTHERAN CHURCH!

It is an honor to worship God with you this morning. We pray you experience the Spirit's
loving presence as we share our words, our actions, and the Holy Meal.

If this is your first time worshipping with us, please fill out a card in the pew rack with
your contact info. A restroom can be found by exiting the rear door of the worship space. It
is directly in front of you to the right. Additional restrooms can be found in the back corner
of the fellowship area, near the Pastor’s office.

RECONCILING 2z CHRIST

We, the people of Apostles Lutheran Church, follow Paul's message to the Galatians (3:28):
“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and
female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Believing that because we are all one in Christ,
and created in God's image, all are welcome as beloved children of God. We welcome into
the full life of the church all those whom God sends us. Rejoicing in God’s amazing
diversity, we welcome people of all ages, races, gender identities and expressions,
sexual orientations, and physical and mental abilities. Centered in Christ, we commit
ourselves to racial equity, breaking down dividing walls and building a community where all
are beloved.

FOR PASTORAL CARE

The Reverend Jay Serafin is our pastor. Pastor Jay's schedule is noted in the calendar on
the back of this bulletin. Call Pastor Jay at 570-205-7506 or email him at j80j84@msn.com
(preferred) or pastor.apostles@gmail.com. Messages can also be left on the Apostles
answering machine 804-693-9098.

PRAYGROUND

Welcome to our youngest members! The area in the front of our sanctuary is for families
and young children. There are quiet toys, books and drawing materials. We ask two things:
1) sit in the front pews near your children and 2) please sit with your children in the
pews during the sermon. They may return immediately after. Thank you and welcome!

NAME TAGS

Please wear your nametag! Guests: please fill out and put on a name tag before worship
today. Blank nametags are in the baskets located in the pews.




GATHERING

In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God will wipe away death forever.
In Jesus’ parable about a great banquet, those invited do not come, so the invitation is extended to
others. In our liturgy God spreads a table before us. Even amid anxiety and hardship we rejoice in
the peace of God which surpasses all understanding. With great joy we feast at the table of the
Lord, and we go forth to share the wonderful invitation with others hungering and thirsting for the
abundant life of God.

PRELUDE AND SILENT PRAYER

Martin Luther said of music: “Next to the Word of God, the noble art of music is the greatest
treasure in the world.” Please take a moment to silence all cell phones.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

TEMPLE TALK CARING & COMMUNITY TEAM

During the month of October, the Ministry Teams of Apostles—Administration, Caring
Community, Service and Sharing, and Worship—will be presenting their Time and Talent
forms to the congregation with brief Temple Talks at the worship services, all designed to re-
familiarize the congregation with the Team’s ongoing ministry and the opportunities
individuals have to serve the congregation through that Team'’s mission. Hear these updates,
see the important work each Team is doing, and please consider as individuals where you
might be willing to serve by volunteering on the Time and Talent form and letting us know
where your interest and talent meet God's Spirit at work at Apostles.

As Pastor Jay said in the September newsletter, St. Paul is very clear that as we receive God's
grace through Baptism and through the proclamation of the Word of God, we are graced
also by God's Holy Spirit with gifts, talents and time which we can use for the “common
good.” As we move forward into the future, we greatly appreciate the talents of our
members here at Apostles and look forward to the many ways, new and old, we can
manifest God's love in our ministry here. This can happen only with the generous service of
our members who step forward to share of themselves through time and talent for the
building up of the body of Christ. Please feel free to talk to our Council members or Team
members about how we are moving forward in ministry, sharing your insights and
questions. Also, please prayerfully consider how you might use the gifts God has given you
to serve in the ministry and mission we share!



Please rise in body or in spirit. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity,"+ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing
upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in
our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness
strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others.

Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one
another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus
Christ. Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ, in whom
there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

ELW #804

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN
“Come Down, O Love Divine”
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1 Come down,O Love di - vine; seek thou this soul of mine
2 Oh, let it free - ly burn, till world-ly pas - sions turn
3 Let ho-1ly char - 1 - ty mine out-ward ves - ture be,
4 And so the yearn - ing strong, with which the soul will  long,
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and vis - it it with thine own ar - dor glow - ing;
to dust and ash - es in its heat con - sum - ing;
and low - li - ness be - come mine in - ner cloth - ing—
shall far out-pass the pow’rt of hu - man tell - ing;
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O Com-fort - er, draw  near; with - in my heart ap - pear
and let thy glo - rious light shine ev -er on my sight,
true low - li - ness of heart,  which takes the hum - bler part,
no soul can guess Love’s grace till it be-come the place
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and kin - dle it, thy ho - ly flame be - stow - ing.
and clothe me round, the while my path il - lum - ing.
and o’er its own short - com-ings weeps with loath - ing.
where - in the Ho - ly Spir - it makes a dwell - ing.

Text: Bianco da Siena, d. 1434; tr. Richard F. Littledale, 1833-1890
Music: DOWN AMPNEY, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Music from The English Hymnal, outside the USA © Oxford University Press 1906. All rights reserved.

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo -ple on earth.
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer-cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther:

Te - ceive our prayer.

| ===

I I [V}

-

" %

For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One,
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you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High,

=

Je-sus Christ, with the Ho -1y Spir - it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A men.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the
inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful
guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

Sit
FIRST READING

IsAIAH 25:1-9

After a hymn of praise acknowledging God as a shelter for the poor, the prophet portrays a
wonderful victory banquet at which death—which in ancient Canaan was depicted as a monster
swallowing up everyone—will be swallowed up forever. The prophet urges celebration of this

victory of salvation.

1O LoRD, you are my God;

| will exalt you; | will praise your name,

for you have done wonderful things,

plans formed of old, faithful and sure.

2For you have made the city a heap,



the fortified city a ruin;
the palace of foreigners is a city no more;
it will never be rebuilt.
3Therefore strong peoples will glorify you;
cities of ruthless nations will fear you.
4For you have been a refuge to the poor,
a refuge to the needy in their distress,
a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.
When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,
>the noise of foreigners like heat in a dry place,
you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds;
the song of the ruthless was stilled.

0n this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
7 And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the covering that is spread over all nations;
8 he will swallow up death forever.
Then the LorD Gob will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the LORD has spoken.
21t will be said on that day,
“See, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the LorD for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”

Response after the First Reading

The word of the LORD.

Thanks be to God.



PsALM PsaLm 23
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run-ning o - ver.

Psalm 23:5
Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A © 2007 Augsburg Fortress.
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"The Lorp ! is my shepherd;
| shall not | be in want.
2The Lorp makes me lie down ! in green pastures
and leads me be- | side still waters.
3You restore my ! soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake.
4Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R

>You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.

6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the | Lorp forever. R



SECOND READING PHILIPPIANS 4:1-9

Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain future, Paul calls on the Philippians to rejoice
and give thanks to God no matter what the circumstance. God'’s peace is with us and binds
together our hearts and minds in Jesus Christ, especially when things around us do not seem
peaceful.

"My brothers and sisters, whom | love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord
in this way, my beloved.

2| urge Euodia and | urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3Yes, and | ask you
also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work
of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my coworkers, whose names are in the
book of life.

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. ® Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. ® Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.

8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just,
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence
and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. ° As for the things that you
have learned and received and heard and noticed in me, do them, and the God of peace will
be with you.

Response after the Second Reading
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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Please rise in body or in spirit.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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The gospel is announced.

All are invited to make a small cross over your forehead, lips, and chest, inviting Jesus the Word
into your heart, mind, and speech.
The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the 22" Chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL MATTHEW 22:1-14

Jesus tells a parable indicating that the blessings of God's kingdom are available to all, but the
invitation is not to be taken lightly.

' Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2“The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3He sent his slaves to call
those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. 4Again he
sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, | have prepared my dinner,
my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the
wedding banquet.’ > But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his
business, ®while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. ” The king was
enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 8 Then he
said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. ° Go therefore
into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ "° Those slaves
went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad, so the
wedding hall was filled with guests.

“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not
wearing a wedding robe, '>and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a
wedding robe? And he was speechless. '3 Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him
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hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth." " For many are called, but few are chosen.”

The gospel concludes:
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
Sit
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

SERMON

Silence is kept after the reflection.

Please rise in body or in spirit.
HYMN OF THE DAY

JANET GOMEZ

ACS #1005

“Ask the Complicated Questions”
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2 Seek the dis - con - cert - ing an swers,
3 Knock on doors of new i de - as,
4 For in strug - gle we dis cov - er
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Do not fear to be found out; for our God makes
fol - low where the Spir - it blows; test com - pet - ing
test as - sump - tions long grown stale, for Christ calls from
truth both sim - ple and pro - found; in the knock-ing,
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strong our weak-ness, forg - ing faith in fires  of doubt.
truths for wis - dom, for in ten - sion new life  grows.
shores of won-der, dar - ing us to try and fail.
ask - ing, seek - ing, we are o - pened, an - swered, found.

Text: David Bjorlin, b. 1984

Music: RESTORATION, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the
world.

Each portion of the prayers ends with these words:
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those

in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We share a sign of Peace with our neighbors saying Peace be with you to which we respond
And also with you. Please know that it is fine if you do not want to shake hands but would rather
just share a sign of peace.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
Sit
OFFERING CHOIR ANTHEM
“Think On These Things”
Vanessa Fry, Flute

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
To give online:

-+ Visit apostles-elca.org/contributions

-+ From your mobile phone, text the word GIVE to 844-215-5453
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Please rise in body or in spirit.

OFFERTORY HYMN ELW #186
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Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our
abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and
always.

Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission back into the world.

RECOGNITION UPON COMPLETION OF SERVICE
Sue Turner, Choir Director Emeritus

BLESSING

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.

Amen.
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the
interceding of the Spirit.

Amen.
The God of grace + bless you now and forever.

Amen.
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ELW #523
“Let Us Go Now to the Banquet”

SENDING HYMN
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walk - ing with my friends and my fam - i - Iy
hoard - ed so that no one will lack for food.
geth - er and to share ev-'ry-thing we have.

Text: Guillermo Cuéllar, b. 1955, Misa popular salvadoreiia; tr. Bret Hesla, b. 1957, and William Dexheimer Pharris, b. 1956

Music: VAMOS TODOS AL BANQUETE, Guillermo Cuéllar, b. 1955
Text and music © 1994, 1996 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

DisSMISSAL
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.
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POSTLUDE
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WORSHIP LEADERS
Serving Today Serving Next Week

Worship Leader Pete Liljeberg Pete Liljeberg

Preacher JanetGomez Pete Liljeberg
Lay Assisting Minister SueTurner o Doug Dalager
Lector . Doug Dalager . Sue Turner
Acolyte Chase Ambrose . Tegan Goetz
Accompanist JanetGomez . Janet Gomez
Special Accompaniment Vanessa Fry, Flute . -
Choir Director ________ . Daniel Gomez -
Flowers Betsy Liljeberg . Betsy Liljeberg
Greeter/Usher . Heinz Albert Cyndi Lowe
Technology . . Chris Hawkins Jason Lowe

SERVANTS FOR THE WEEK

Serving This Week Serving Next Week
CleaningTeam ... GOMezZes Liljebergs
Tellers Daniel Gomez/Chris Hawkins ___Barbara Runk/Betsy Liljeberg

Fellowship Set Up Jennie Hawkins ... Caring Community
FellowshipFood .. ... . Janet Gomez Ellen Quirk/Donna Ambrose
Fellowship Clean Up Barbara Runk Caring Community

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

First Reading: Isaiah 45:1-7 Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
An earthly ruler as the instrument of God'’s will Thanksgiving for the church at Thessalonica
Psalm 96:1-9 [10-13] Gospel: Matthew 22:15-22
Ascribe to the Lorp honor and power. A teaching on giving to the emperor and to God
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EXPENSIVE WEDDING. EXPENSIVE GRACE.

An average wedding in North America can easily cost tens of thousands of dollars—or more!
From the venue to flowers to food, invitations to music to photos, formal wear to
centerpieces to officiants, getting married is not cheap.

In today's gospel Jesus tells a parable about a wedding invitation, a banquet, and God's
grace. Jesus teaches about a king who ultimately invites all people to a wedding banquet. At
first this parable seems to portray a wide open and gracious invitation to a wedding
celebration. However, by the end it is hard not to feel sorry for the poor guy who gets a last-
minute invitation but gets thrown out for not wearing the correct wedding duds! Again,
getting married is not cheap—but neither is grace.

Receiving God's grace changes people. As Dietrich Bonhoeffer taught, God's grace is not
cheap; it comes at a great cost upon the cross. Once we receive this costly grace, our lives
are never the same. This grace compels us to act and calls us to bear fruit with our lives,
sharing this grace with others. To continue to live in the same way after receiving this
gracious invitation is not an option. So what are we to do? We simply receive the gracious
invitation to the banquet and find a changing room—it's time to live a new life.

GobD’s WoRK, OUR HANDS - THIS SATURDAY!

This year's God's Work, Our Hands is scheduled for Saturday, October 17th. This year,
we will spend an afternoon with the residents at the Mathews Convalescent Center. Many of
the residents do not receive visitors and they are appreciative of guests. We will host an
event from 1:00 PM—4:00 PM. It will include a cooking class, an arts and crafts activity, music
and time to visit with residents both in the public areas and in their rooms. We would love
for you to participate. Participation can be at the Convalescent Center or by helping prepare
items for the event. The residents love snacks, fruit and sweet treats. A sign up sheet will be
provided for items needed for the cooking class. Please join us to bring joy to this group!!
Pastor Jay will be holding a service for the residents on Monday, October 5th.

THANKYou ToO...

Vanessa Fry for accompanying today’s service on the flute!
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PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS

Rich Bitting, Don Garfield, Ellen Kendzierski, David Leunig, Cyndi Lowe,
Ellen Quirk, Michael Schlemmer, Ray Scholz, Pastor Jay Serafin, George Thomas,
Lena Woodlief, and Judy Wright

OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS

Natalie Abu Dayyeh, Patricia Armentor (mother of Arlene, Executive Director of Gloucester
Mathews Care Clinic), Paul Bauer, Karen Bell (Pam Moore's sister), Bob & Dixie,
Calli Bonfey, Patricia Boyd & Brad Zelmer, Amanda Brown, David Brown,

Dennis & Dorothy Brown, Sally Burkholder, Juan Carlos, Amy Carter, Laura Clodfelter,
Jackie Collier, Ben Davis (friend of Donna Ambrose), Tommy & Kathie Davis, Jenny DeSha,
Linda Edwards, Colton Elliot (Michael Schlemmer's cousin), Teresa Floersheim-Miller (Ingrid

Peterson’s mother), Suzanne & Frank Gibson, Steven Godwin (Juanita Sturdy’s grandson),

Jimmy & Fay Gray (Chris Hawkins' family), Carl Greene, Karen Guire, Melvin Hawkins (Chris
Hawkins' father), Chaneice & Daniel Hayden, Rosie Heins, Carl & Kaleb Hess, Aris Hibbs
(friend of Ray Scholz), Ray Hughes, Scott Jeffery, Suzanne Kinkade (friend of Ellen Quirk),

Terri Larsen, Marion Lucier, Wayne Mathews, Wayne McCormick, Sylvia Midgette (Krystle

McMahan's grandmother), Debbie Minteins, Keith Morgan, Gary Mowery, Jamie Mullaney,

Carol Pascale (Lynn Jaeger's mother), Chastity Perkins(co-worker and friend of Donna Ambrose),

Brad Person (Lilly Frost's uncle), Dick Peterson & his brother, the Prusa Family, Joan Ritter,

Glen Robertson, Pastor Wendy Roundy, Carol Schlemmer, Daniel Schmidt, Michael Scholz

(Ray Scholz's nephew), Joseph Serafin (Pastor Jay's father), Kathy Shackleford, Elana Sierson,
Fred Smith, Tammy Smith, Jean Sterling, Skye Sulton, Marier Upshrie, Keegan Walls,

Williams Walters, Chuck Webb (Tina Britt's father), Makenzie Webb (Tina Britt's niece),
Elizabeth & Steven White, Vicki Williams, Cory Woodlief, Jim Wright (Judy Wright's husband),
Logan & Shannon Wymer, Derek Zwiers (friend of CK Ambrose)

OUR SPONSORED CHILDREN IN GUATEMALA

Amayra, Hugolino, Manuela, and Pablo

PRAYER REQUESTS

There is a book located at the rear of the worship space for you to write any prayer requests you have
for today. Fill out a “Prayer Request” (on the back of each pew) and place it in the offering plate to add
a prayer request to the “Prayer List” included in the bulletin and the newsletter. Please print legibly!
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TobAY

MoNDAY
TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES
OcTOBER 11, 2026 - OCTOBER 18, 2026

10:00 AM

11:00 AM
6:00 PM
6:00 PM

9:30 AM
7:00 PM

12:30 PM
7:00 PM

10:00 AM
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM
5:30 PM

Worship Service,
Time & Talent: Caring Community
Coffee Fellowship

Al-Anon/AA
Al-Anon/AA

Jubilee Churches
Choir

Preaching Guild
Prayer Chat

World Food Day
Girl Scouts

Women's Group
God's Work, Our Hands
Young and Sober

10:00 AM Worship Service,
Time & Talent: Service & Sharing
11:00 AM Coffee Fellowship
HAPPY BIRTHDAY To...

Heidi Henderson - Sun, Oct 11

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO...

Ray and Ellen Kendzierski - Sat, Oct 10 |
Samantha and Michael Crocker - Thu, Oct 15
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